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ARMENLTAN AFFAIRS 


GREEK, ARMENIAN COOPERATION WITH KURDS REPORTED 


Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 7 Apr 86 p l 


[Text] On 22 March, the Armenian and Greek lobbies, which continue their anti- 
Turkish activities at a feverish pace in the United States, took a new step of 
collaboration with Kurds in New York where a gathering was held with the stated 
goal of "unity of strategy and action." 


One of the primary goals of the Armenians and the Greeks is to harm Turkey's 
reputation in the United States. To that end, this time they have turned to 
the Kurds. 


According to a report carried by the Anatolia Agency, a Kurdish library was 
established in New York thanks to financing provided by the Armenian and Greek 
lobbies. Attending the opening ceremony of the library was Dr Ekta Geylani, 
one of the administrators of the Kurdish Institute in Bonn. 


The Greeks participated in the opening ceremony with a dance ensemble. Also, in 
a speech at the ceremony, Dean Lomis, the public relations director of the 
Hellenic Institute in America, said that the Greek lobby supports’ the 
separatists in every way. 


Leaders of the Armenian Assembly also attended the ceremonies and called on the 
Kurds to join hands with the Armenian and Greek lobbies. They cuiained that 
this wy the work carried on against Turkey in the United States will gain 
additional impetus. 


The said ceremony was also attended by Mrs Gerry Laber, the Director of the 
Helsinki Human Rights Commission's American branch. That participation is 
considerec to be a notable development from a viewpoint of showcasing the work 
that is carried out. 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


MILLIYET: U.S. DEMOCRATIC PARTY TRIES TO WIN OVER MINORITIES 
Istanbul JAMANAK in Armenian 2 Apr 86 p 1 
[Text] MILLIYET correspondent Tu; .:n Yavuz reports from Washington: 


The Democratic National Committee in the United States has made up a _ 1986 
calendar which may be attractive to various minorities. The said calendar 
contains three "Armenian days." 


The American Ethnological Council, which is affiliated with the National 
Democratic Committee, designated 6 February as the Vartanantz Martyrs' Day, 
that is the day the Armenians won their religious independence; 24 April as the 
Arinenian Genocide Day and 28 May as the Armenian Independence Day. 


Political observers state that the Democratic Party is making a speciai effort 
to win over ethnic groups it considers sympathetic to their cause in order to 
win a majority in the Senate in the November 1986 elections. 


Armenians living in the United States have declared the week of 24 through 30 
April the "Armenian Genocide Week." 


Commemoration ceremonies for the said week will begin with a Mass in the Surp 
Vartanantz Church in New York. The activities will proceed with feverish 
propaganda in the press, radio and television which will refer to the so-called 
"genocide" which allegedly took place between 1915 and 1923. 


Meanwhile, Republican Congressman Robert Dornan, said during a meeting with 
Armenians in his home district in California that he regrets that the pro- 
Armenian Resolution 192 was not approved by the House of Representatives and 
expressed "great anger" at the congressmen who worked against the resolution. 


Robert Dornan claimed that the said resolution will be put to a vote in the 
House this year as well and that this time it will definitely be approved. 
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ARMENTAN AFFAIRS 


U.S. CONGRESSMEN, DIPLOMATS VISIT PATRIARCHATE IN ISTANBUL 
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 4 Apr 86 p l 


[Text] As we reported yesterday in connection with the postponement of the 
300k Exhibition sponsored by Getronagan's Alumni Association, the Holy 
Patriarch has been in bed for the last 3 days with a severe cold and a 
temperature of 39 degrees Celsius. 


Despite his illness, however, the Patriarch bowed to the requests of the U.S. 
Consulate General in Istanbul and Motherland Party's Parliamentary Deputy from 
Istanbul, Bulent Akarca, and agreed to receive at 6:00 pm yesterday a group of 
U.S. congressmen who are visiting Istanbul. When the guests were delayed as a 
result of traffic congestion, His Holiness, who perspired continuously and felt 
extremely weak, was forced to retire. 


The guests were received on behalf of the Patriarch in the reception hall of 
the Patriarchate at 6:45 pm by the Secretary of the Patriarchate, Archimandrite 
Mesrob Mutafian, and Dr Garabed Arman, the Counselor of the Patriarchate. 


The visiting politicians’ group was headed by Wisconsin Democratic congressmen 
Jim Moody and Gerald Klantska, Ohio Congresswoman Mary Rose Occar, Congress 
research staff member Ellen Lepsen, Gary Hyman, a representative of Gray 
Associates which lobbies for Turkey in the United States, and U.S. Consul 
Joseph Lebaron. Also present at the meeting was a five-person delegation from 
the U.S. State Department and an official of the Turkish Foreign Ministry. The 
mecting was attended by MARMARA's correspondent and photographer. 


The meeting lasted approximately 45 minutes and the conversation was held in 
English. The congressmen asked questions primarily on issues related to human 
rights. 


Noting the work carried on in Congress by certain circles in connection with 
the Armenian "genocide", Wisconsin Congressman Jim Moody asked what the stance 
of the Armenian Patriarchate in Turkey is. 


The Secretary Archimandrite replied that the stance of the Armenian 
Patriarchate in Turkey is similar to the posture adopted by the Turkish 
government and that it would be a mistake to expect anything different because 
the Turkish-Armenian community is an inseparable part of this country. 
Furthermore, the Archimandrite added that the Patriarchate concerns itself with 
only spiritual, educational and philanthropic matters and that it does not 
participate nor does it wish to participate in political debates. 














The guests said, among other things, that they could not visit the Greek 
Patriarch because of time restrictions, and that, however, they insisted on 
visiting the Armenian Patriarchate which is the spiritual center of Turkey's 
largest minority. The guests added that the Holy Patriarch's strong and 
sincere statements condemning terrorism during his most recent visit abroad had 
won him great respect and that joint communiques issued together with other 
spiritual leaders had been equally noteworthy. 


The American politicians stated that the Armenian community in the United 
States has assumed such proportions as to be taken into consideration 
politicaliy and that it has been carrying on notable work in public affairs. 


The guests later asked questions about our community institutions, our churches 
and our people and were given appropriate answers. After the end of the 
official meeting an informal reception was held in a very cordial atmosphere. 
Dr Garabed Arman conversed with the guests individually in fluent French. 


After the reception in the Patriarchate, Archimandrite Mutafian led the 
diplomats to the Mother Church where the guests were given information about 


the history of the Armenian Patriarchate of Turkey. 


The U.S. delegation left the Patriarchate at 7:30 pm with positive impressions. 
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ALGERIA 


OUJDA PACT'S SURVIVAL OF RAPPROCHEMENT WITH TRIPOLI QUESTIONED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 25 Mar 86 p 3 
| Article by Frederic Fritscher | 


|Text | Tunisia's Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali conferred with 
Algerian President Chadli Benjedid during an cfficial visit to 
Algiers on Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 March, while Algerian Prime 
Minister Abdel Hamid Brahimi was staying in Libya from 21 to 23 
March. Their common desire to find a way to unify the "Greater 
Maghreb" was evident in the communiques they issued at the end 
of their visits. 


Algiers --Algeria is a much-heeded and much-visited country. 
While it may not, strictly speaking, be the hub of international 

diplomacy, it is certainly a mandatory stop-off, especially 
against the Maghrebconcert, where each of the region's coun- 
tries clamors louder than its neighbor the need to build the 

Arab Maghreb. That goal, however, looks more and more like 

a pious hope, thwarted as it is by the often disparate interests 
of its states and racked by the conflict in the Western Sahara. 
Calling a Maghreb summit meeting at this juncture scems an im- 
possibility these days, leaving bilateral or trilateral rela- 
tions as the sole recourse if dialogue is to continue. 


Cn 19 March 1983, Tunisia and Algeria signed a treaty of bro- 
therhood and concord, which Mauritania joined at the end of 
that same year. This 20-year political treaty stipulates that 
it "remains open to membership of other States of the Greater 

Arab Maghreb that are willing to accept its provisions." It 
also includes assistance clauses, including military assistance, 
a provision which President Chadli invoked this summer when he 
lent Algeria's unconditional support to Tunisia, then at odds 
with Libya, which had just expelled 30 or so Tunisian nationals. 


Morocco and Libya signed a Arab-African Union treaty at Oujda 

on 13 August 1984. That pact between the Rabat monarchy and the 
Libyan revolutionaries worked fairly well for a little better 
than a year. Morocco had got what it wanted when Tripoli stopped 
sending military assistance to the Polisario Front. Col al- 
Qadhdhafi, on the other hand, after the massacres in Vienna and 
Rome and the threats of reprisals and embargo from the United 








States, was reassessing the limits of his alliance with Rabat. 

He was expecting pledges of solidarity and support, but he got 

nothing from Rabat -- or any of the other Arab countries -- but 
approval of some very vaguely-worded resolutions from the Arab 

league. 


With the situation working itor him, and by applying insistent 
pressure, he met with the Algerian president on 28 January 1986 
at In Amenas, in the Algerian Southwest (LE MONDE, 29 January). 
The stakes were high for Tripoli: Libya could still hope, on 
that occasion, to loosen the Egyptian pincers in which he had 
been caught after his quarrel with Tunisia, and recover a little 
credibility on the international scene by patching things up 
with Algeria. Relations between the two countries had dete- 
riorated greatly since the Oujda Treaty was signed, but were 
forced into a second flowering in the wake of In Amenas, wit- 
ness the successions of comings and goings between the two 
capitals in its aftermath. 


On 10 February, Maj Jallud Abd-al-Salam, the Number-two man in 
Libya, arrived in Algiers for an official visit, at the end of 
which he announced the formation of a joint working group to 
keep an eye on wilateral relations. He was followed to the 
Algerian capital on 6 March by a military delegation headed by 
Col Faraj Sulayman al-Tayyib, the chief of the ground forces 
general staff. Then on 13 March it was Abderrazak Bouhara, 

a member of the permanent secretariat of the FLN's Central 
Committee and in charge of foreign relations, who came to 
Tripoli, 10 days ahead pf the Algerian Prime Minister, Abdel 
Hamid Brahini. 


Substantial Results 


The Algerian head of government was welcomed by Col Qadhdhafi 
on 23 March. Accompanying him was a sizable ministerial dele- 
gation, predominantly economi s-oriented,such as Transport Mi- 
nister Rachid Benyelles, Light Industries Minister Zitouni 
Messaoudi, Hydraulics and Environment Minister Mohamad Rouighi, 
Finance Minister Abdelaziz Khellef, Planning Minister Ali Oubou- 
zar, Commerce Minister Mostefa Benamar, Heavy Industry Minister 
Faycal Boudras, Tourism Minister Mohamed Salah Mentouri, and 
Deputy Energy Minister Yacine Sergani. The results of their 
consultations speak for themselves. Although the two countries 
are bound by no treaty, they agreed, reports the special cor- 
respondent for the official Algeria Press Service (APS) to ex- 
pand and increase trade "to ten times its volume in 1986." 


Algeria and Libya also decided to set up joint ventures in geo- 
physics, research and prospectin in the area of hydrocarbons, 
well-drilling, and construction. Among other industrial pro- 
jects is one to build automotive plants in Algeria, while 
Aluminum production units are to be built in Libya. 











Yet another significant point: just as Algeria was frantically 
casting about for a market for its natural gas, the decision was 
made, again according to APS, to supply the Libyan market with 
natural gas in quantities sufficient to meet both industrial 
requirements and household demand. Also afoot are plans to con- 
nect the electrical grids of both countries, and to extend 

their cooperation into the agricultural domain, mainly in the 
Saharan regions, by tapping the underground aquifers. 


Unlike the brotherhood and concord treaty and the Oujda treaty 
which began with political relations and only later expanded 
into the economic realm, relations between Algeria and Libya 
are intentionally taking their economies as the starting point. 
Political relations will have to come second, and their longe- 
vity will be all the better guaranteed, the stronger their 
economic ties. That, at least, is the prevailing reaction in 
Algiers, where the national leadership, ever prudent, because 
it is familiar with Col Qadhdhafi's mercurial temperament, has 
committed itself to a venture that could, in the long run, lead 
to union with Libya. 


What sort of match? Would this be a bilateral union in which 
Libya would honor the brotherhood and concord treaty? As of 
now, there is no telling. The readiness, though, is clearly 
expressed in a communique issued in Tripoli and published pm 
Sunday evening by APS, indicating that "In the ambience of 
meetings designed to arrive at union between Algeria and Libya, 
the two prime minister shared the chair, on 23 March at a mee- 
ting attended by members of the People's General Council of the 
Libyan Jamahiriya and members of the government of the People's 
Democratic Algerian Republic." The communique Says that during 
his remarks at the start of the gathering, Maj Jallud reminded 
those present that " The goals for which the political leaders 
of both countries are striving -- in this instance, union -- 

is the prelude to unification of the Arab Maghreb and to that 
of the Arab Nation." 


Major maneuvers are now afoot,and, a priori, no country of the 
region is refused membership. Col Qadhdhafi had briefed King 
Hassan II on his encounter in In Amenas; he felt impelled to 
warn him of what was about to happen in Tripoli. President 
Chadli had personally informed the Tunisian foreign minister, 
Beji Caid Essebsi, late last year, that he had an appointment 
with the Libyan Chief of State, and on Saturday he welcomed 
Tunisia's Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali on his official 24-hour 
visit to Algiers, even as Algerian-Libyan conversations were 
reaching apogee in Tripoli. A joint communique was released 

on Saturday, saying that the delegations had conducted an in- 
depth political dialogue on "the outlook for creating the Greater 
Arab Maghreb, on the basis of principles laid down in the treaty 
of byvotherhood and concord binding Algeria, Tunisia, and Mauri- 
tania together." 





The Oujda Treaty seems very dim and distant today. It had helped 
aggravate relations between Algiers and Tripoli. It may well be 
that it turns out to be the first victim of the reconciliation 
both President Chadli and Col Qadhdhafi had sought. 
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EGYPT 


ATTEMPT TO ASSASSINATE ISRAELI AMBASSADOR REPORTED 
Details on Attempt, Security Precautions 


Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 12 Apr 86 p 10 


[Excerpt] An attempt to assassinate the Israeli ambassador occurred in Cairo, 
but it did not succeed because his schedule and whereabouts had changed. 
Immediately thereafter, an extensive operation hegan to arrest Egyptian, Arab, 
and Palestinian elements. Here are the particu%tsys of the story: The ambassa- 
dor was supposed to go to the prison to visit Yusuf Tahhan, the Israeli 
heroin dealer who had been sentenced to death. (His sentence has still not 
been carried out.) But the discovery by Egyptian security officials of a map 
including the site of the prison and the route of the ambassador's car caused 
them to cancel the ambassador's visit immediately. 


Also, Israel requested the Egyptian government to exempt its embassy's cars 
from having diplomatic numbers, because this makes these cars more easily 
recognizable, and therefore facilitates assassination operations. Egypt 
refused the request because it is opposed to special treatment. It was agreed 
as a sort of compromise that the embassy's license numbers be changed con- 
tinually. 


Israel also decided to send armored cars with bulletproof glass so that 
employees of the Israeli embassy could use them in Cairo. The Israelis wished 
to bring new Mossad personnel to protect those working in Cairo, although 

this matter has still not been resolved. 


Security Arrests Suspects 


Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 2 Apr 86 p l 


[Text] State Security arrested a number of Egyptians and Palestinians on the 
charge of preparing to assassinate the Israeli ambassador in Cairo, Moshe 
Sasson, and threw them in jail on appeal. Among those who were arrested was 
a secondary school student, Jamil, son of the well-known Palestinian writer 
'Abd-al-Qadir Yasin. 
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EGYPT 


ISLAMIC LEADERS REVIEW POLITICAL SCENE AT CONFERENCE 
Cairo AL-NUR in Arabic 26 Mar 86 p 9 


[Article by Ibrahim Nasr, Mahmud ‘Atiyah and Sha'ban 'Abd-al-Rahman: "At AL- 
NUR's Symposium: The Islamic Groups and the Liberal Party, Now That Shaykh 
Salah Abu Isma‘il and Shaykh Yusuf al-Badri Have Joined" ] 


[Text] At the symposium, in an atmosphere charged with enthusiasm and sup- 
port for the Liberal Party's orientation, Shaykh Yusuf al-Badri stood at the 
podium, having rushed up from his office, and personnally distributed Liber- 
al Party membership forms among the symposium audience. 


One of the most intensely moving moments at the symposium occurred when the 
two sheikhs, Salah Abu Isma‘'il and Yusuf al-Badri, declared that their ef- 
forts within the Liberal Party would have no meaning or effect unless all 
the people of the Islamic tendency joined this party, so that they could be 
a majority in it, having a voice which was heard and an influential say. 


AL-NUR newspaper has resumed its symposiums and invites eminent scholars to 
them to meet with the public and keep up with prominent events on the Isla- 
mic stage. 


AL-NUR invited His Eminence Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il, the vice chairman of 
the Liberal Party and member of the People's Assembly, His Eminence Shaykh 
Yusuf al-Badri, Liberal Party manager, and Mr Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Shafi, Liber- 
al Party manager and member of the Consultative Assembly, to last Sunday's 
symposium. Running the symposium was Mr al-Hamzah Da'bas, Liberal Party ma- 
nager and chairman of the board of AL-NUR newspaper. 


The symposium focussed on Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il and Shaykh Yusuf al-Bad- 
ri's assumption of membership in the Liberal Party, the reasons which drove 
them to join, how it came about, and the hopes they attach to the Liberal 
Party for the future. 

Herewith is a detailed description of what went on at the symposium: 


Prof al-Hamzah Da'bas began the symposium with praise to God and prayers for 
the prophet. He said "Almighty glorious God has bestowed blessings on this 
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gracious symposium so that it has borne fruit by deepening the Liberal Par- 
ty’'s Islamic orientation, and we pray to glorious God that there will be no 
other orientation beside it in the party." He pointed to Shaykh Salah Abu 
Isma‘il and Shaykh Yusuf al-Badri's assumption of membership in the party 
and the resumption by Dr Ahmad Darwish, chaimran of the Society of Moslem 
Youth in Alexandria, to pursuit of his role in the party as a vice chairman. 
He said that this was great assistance to the Liberal Party from almighty 
glorious God. 


Mr al-Hamzah Da'bas present2d His Fminence Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il to speak 
to the audience about the story of his joining the Liberal Party. His emin- 
ence said, "In the name of God, praise to God and prayers and peace on God's 
prophet, I follow soccer meetings with interest and come out of them with an 
impression which will serve this meeting of ours, which is that each conpet- 
ing team puts it in its mind that it is protecting one goal and viewing the 
other goal as an open target. This is a specific objective for whose sake 
the player ranges and roams and moves back and forth left and right. Service 
to the team obliges him sometimes to go to the farthest part of the playing 
field and at other times to the nearest part of it, but in all his positions 
he is serving a specific objective, for whose sake he is playing, moving 
about and making concentrated effort, 


The Brilliance of the Goal 


"The brilliance of the goal and the illumination of the purpose hav2 made it 
mandatory on him that he move, plan and assume a role on the team. 


"It has been my objective, through this introduction, to make a comparison 
between the position of proselytizers vis-a-vis Islamic law and the position 
of these competing players, while I reserve judgment about the time wasted 
in soccer as much time that is lost. I proceed from this angle to our posi- 
tion, the families of the adherents of Islam. God knows that Islam is blood 
which courses in our veins as belief, holy law, and a platform which will 
guarantee the attainment of hopes and progress. This religion was the arbi- 
ter regarding all our Islamic issues from the Islamic conquest until the 
year 1882 came and colonialism imposed ignorance, poverty and disease on us, 
to the point where we became what you are seeing. 


"Since God taught us the appeal on his behalf, we have proceeded from the 
pulpits in the mosques and through the symposia to advocate the inevitabili- 
ty of the Islamic solution, and have continued to seek the road by which we 
will triumph through Islam and seek protection in its expansive shade. After 
we had made a great stride in this regard, we turned toward the ruling body 
which makes legislative decisions in the People's Assembly, which presents 
the country's laws to the executive authorities, and I ran as a candidate 
for membership in the People's Assembly, not for the sake of satisfying the 
ruler or out of concern for a seat, but in order to appeal under the cupola 
of parliament for God's rule to make its way among the Moslem people of 


Egypt." 
The Great Victory 


Shaykh Salah took up the story of his first candidacy in the People’s Assem- 
bly elections in 1976, the great victory he realized in these elections and 
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the trust he acquired. His slogan in his election campaign was "Give me your 
vote so that we can reform the world through religion.” He said that he had 
entered the People's Assembly and called for Islamic law, and almighty glo- 
rious God wished that in that interim he meet with Dr Isma'il Ma'tuq, Mr al- 
Hamzah Da‘bas and a further number of comrades to hold a discussion on the 
way in which Islamic laws would be presented to the People’s Assembly. 


Shaykh Salah said, "The late Dr Isma'il Ma'tuq told me, how long will you 
continue to make the appeal and the call without avail? I want a draft Isla- 
mic law to present to the People's Assembly. Mr al-Hamzah Da'bas worked as- 
siduously and prepared the draft penal code in which the six penaities of 
Islamic law were stipulated. 


Al-Hamzah's Praiseworthy Effort 


"Mr al-Hamzah helped me out, and for this he is to be praised, with another 
draft to prohibit usury, offering an alternative solution, and with a law to 
subject the media to the directives of Islam and the implantation of coope- 
ration among us in this regard. God caused the Islamic newspaper AL-NUR to 
be issued through his hands. Then after 2 or 3 months of experience with 
membership in the People's Assembly, I considered that a member could advo- 
cate the drafts of laws he wanted but could not make decisions alone. There- 
fore, there must be a majority supporting hin." 


Shaykh Salah said that in 1977 this idea prompted him to join the Egypt 
Party, which had the parliamentary majority at that time, by invitation of 
its leaders, since such a majority would constitute backing for his Islamic 
demands. He pointed out that he wrote an observation in the Egypt Party 
membership form that he had joined for the sake of Islam “and am working for 
its sake, and if you are truthful regarding your principles this will be a 
fruitful collaboration; otherwise, I will take the position of dissolving my 
connection with you." 


Shaykh Salah revealed that he succeeded at that time in gathering 320 signa- 
tures from 360 deputies belonging to the Egypt Party for the drafts of Isla- 
mic laws he had presented to the assembly, but was surprised to find this 
majority withdrawing when the minister of state for People's Assembly af- 
fairs called on it to retreat from its position. His decision to withdraw 
from the party and return to independent status was for this reason, but he 
was convinced of the need to belong to a party which would cooperate with 
him regarding this goal. His decision to enter the Wafd Party was made after 
he had received promises and documents that the party would be for Islam and 
that it would stipulate that in its platforms. 


Shaykh Salah said, "I played a role in the Brothers’ agreement with the 
Wafd, especially after the legitimate doors had been closed to the Brothers 
for expressing themselves, issuing a magazine or forming a party for them- 
selves in order to enter the People's Assembly." 


My Experience with the Wafd 


Shaykh Salah dealt with his story with the Wafd and the Brothers and said, 
"IT told the Brothers, enter the Wafd Party after we receive promises and 
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documents from it that it will be for Islam. The Wafd responded to that to 
such an extent that Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din issued a resolution dismissing Dr 
Faraj Fudah from the party, after I had made that request of him because of 
his secular position. Before we entered the last election campaign, I told 
Mr ‘Umar al-Talmasani, ‘Enter into the fabric of the Wafd and fill out a 
rain of forms so that you will be the ones who have the majority in it; the 
majority makes the decisions.’ However, he had a different view, which was 
"The Wafd is the Wafd and the Brothers are the Brothers, and it is not poss- 
ible to assimilate the Brothers into the Wafd. Therefore, let us be content 
to have seven or eight people join who won on the Wafd's lists, so that they 
can fill out forms for membership in it.' Time revealed that my modesty 
notwithstanding I had a.longer range view regarding this issue. The Wafd 
after the success it realized in the elections turned into a new creature as 
far as Islam was concerned and negated everything that is Islamic. Indeed, 
its newspaper exercises a total media blackout about Islamic activity within 
the party, whether personnel from the Brothers or others carry it out." 


The Paper and Siraj-al-Din 


Shaykh Salah related the story of the freezing of his membership in the Wafd 
because of its secular orientation and said, "I ask God to be my witness 
that Mr Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din told me in May 1985 ‘The Wafd will not let you 
demand Islamic law in the People's Assembly.’ When I acted in spite of that, 
news rained down on him that I was collecting the signatures of 20 deputies 
to open the door to discussion, hoping to rescue the Islamic tendency by 
offering drafts of laws which the previous assembly had completed and clean- 
ing up the laws currently in effect. The result is that the chairman of the 
Wad Party contacted me twice, did not find me, contacted me the following 
day and asked me to send him the paper on which I had collected the signa- 
tures so that he could read it. When he took it he folded it, quickly put it 
in his pocket and did not return it to me. After that I was surprised to 
find that they had alleged that I had resigned from the Wafd Party, and 
dismissed me from the party under the cover of this allegation of theirs. 


"I wrote in AL-NUR newspaper that I challenged them to show my resignation 
if they were truthful. After that it was said that T move back and forth 
among parties. I say that [I express my approval on behalf of God's law, 
leave on behalf of God's law, and find solace in the prophet of God, on whom 
be God's prayers and peace, on behalf of God's law. When he was subjected to 
the delegation and when Mecca distressed him, he would go to al-Ta'if until 
God bestowed assured triumph on him." 


The AL-NUR Symposia 


Shaykh Salah said, “The situation remained like this, until these symposia 
which the esteemed newspaper AL-NUR and its successful family hold through 
the Liberal Party took place. We have inet with you here, and I filled out a 
Liberal Party membership form on 1 August 1985 at the conclusion of which I 
wrote a reference that I was waiting for my brothers in Islam, the Moslem 
Brothers, so that their entry into the Liberal Party would be a preliminary 
one, after which my steps would take place, and I believe that the Moslem 
Brothers are pure and pious people and are fighting men who have suffered 








much for the sake of God. I am among them, since I was with them in the war 
prison, Turah and the Citadel. 


"With them I attended a meeting they held and in the course of it I told 
them, ‘We do not consider that the National Party is an avenue, because we 
are asking God's law of it and it refuses to make the decision.’ I found 
them refusing the Wafd Party as an avenue; our greater brother Mr ‘Umar al- 
Talmasani stated this more than once on the pages of the newspapers. I also 
found them rejecting the Labor Party, because it was filled with Nasirists, 
and I also found them rejecting the Grouping Party because it was the party 
of the leftists, and rejecting the al-Ummah Party because it had sold them 
for a small price when Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din paid the chairnan of the al- 
Ummah Party 10,000 pounds and provided him with headquarters and a telephone 
so that the Brothers would not join it. I found 90 percent satisfaction with 
the Liberal Party on the part of the Brothers and after that felt that I was 
trying to bring the Brothers and the Liberals together. This time, after 
their experience with the Wafd Party, they wanted not to be in the fabric of 
the party. and I brought them together with our brother Mr Mustafa Kamil 
Murad at my humble home. 


"He told them, ‘You can have half the party organization and you can estab- 
lish organizations in the areas in remote governorates to which the party 
has not spread; as far as those are concerned, you can have them 100 per- 
cent. Thus you will have the majority in the Liberal Party, and when the 
party's general conference is held, you may elect the party leadership you 
wish and thus the Liberal Party will have presented itself to the adherents 
of Islam as a friend which wants God's word to be supreme. 


"He had the same hopes regarding the Islamic groups in the unions, groupings 
and student federations that he had had with the Brothers. They are a strong 
and powerful current, but a fragmented one, and that is something that tears 
me apart and cuts me to shreds with grief over the waste of these forces. 
For that reason, I make the appeal that we now hav2 come to find no avenue 
except thrceugh the Liberal Party. Perhaps God has wished that. What is to 
prevent us from seizing the channel of the Liberals and entering into the 
fabric of this party, especially since it is opening its doors to us? In 
addition to this, I will have reached my goal of stating that our goal is 
the application of Islamic law and that we will not be able to become memn- 
bers of the People's Assembly except through a party. For this end, I call 
sincerely on the Islamic current in all its forms and patterns to enter the 
Liberal Party so that they themselves may Se the ones who inake the deci- 
sions. If we are a majority in the Liberal Party no one, even if he deviates 
from the road, will be able to make a decision. Success is with almighty 
glorious God." 


AL-NUR's Comment 


Mr al-Hamzah Da*bas commented by saying, "Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il has found 
the proper avenue to the application of God's law by having the adherents of 
Islam come together in a single legitimate channel in order to constitute a 
unified force. Praise be to God, the Islamic tendency has become that of the 
Liberal Party and the party has now acquired this blessed description, which 








has assumed deeper form within it and within its members and leaders by the 
grace of almighty glorious God." 


Shaykh Al-Badri Talks 


The floor was then given to Shaykh Yusuf al-Badri, who praised God and gave 
his prophet the praise that was worthy of him, then said: 


"Truly, there is nothing broader than the difference between a view which 
has passed, which was most extreme, described the parties as teams and cited 
as evidence for that verses from the book and the holy prophetic traditions 
-- then suddenly visits were broken off and we found that that view had 
shifted from one extreme to the other. This grave matter might drive people 
to raise doubts; it is not a simple easy matter -- rather, it requires ar- 
rangements, analysis and understanding. 


"I have made a pledge with myself to be one of this religion's helpers, to 
be one of the soldiers through whom God strengthens his religion and to be 
one of those who meet their lord as martyrs in order that the nation may be 
suffused with the coloration of Islam in its life, its dealings and its holy 
war. That began to take form when this voice began to call from the pulpit 
of the mosque for the application of Islamic law. That was in Hilwan during 
the last parliamentary elections, 


"This voice cried out to me: 


""Tf you seriously seek the matter, enter the elections like Shaykh Salah 
Abu Isma‘il, so that my slogan may be like his.' 


"Give me your vote so that the world will be reformed through religion. But 
what is the way to apply Islamic law? Here I remember one young person who 
presented me with a booklet titled 'The Scholars' People's Assembly.’ In its 
final chapter, he urged me to enter the assembly, and I indeed embarked on 
the experiment. However, unfortunately, it was a failure, due to clear gov- 
ernment fraud." 


Shaykh Yusuf al-Badri called on the audience at the symposium and the young 
people of the Islamic groups to take part in forming the Liberal Party, 
because its program was strong and througn its program Islamic law would be 
the source of legislation. He said, “If we set this party right, it will be 
an Islamic party, and it is the Liberal Party. 


"*Umar Ibn al-Khattab told ‘Amr Ibn al-'As, ‘When did you enslave the peo- 
ple, while their mothers gave birth to them as free men?" When Mr al-Hamzat 
Da'bas came to me and discussed the issue of my joining the party with me,[ 
sought proper guidance from God and sought advice from young people specif~- 
cally. I found unanimity among the young. Mr al-Hamzah Da'bas told me 'I 
knew that your joining the party has been proof of the search for advice, 
and the unanimity of the young people has been an incentive to me. They 
said, you were in the forefront and we are with you.’ I received the repl 
from all the governorates, and here I am now enrolled in the party, and 
greetings to you.” 
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An Islamic Party 
Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Shafi, Liberal Party manager, spoke, saying: 


"I would like to say that we are struggling to work for the application of 
Islamic law through this party. Indeed, I would prefer to be an ordinary 
person in an Islamic party than a deputy in a non-Islamic party. We are 
today addressing the Islamic current, and we request of it that it join and 
fill this party. Vote for whom you want. On this occasion I remember the 
statement of the prophet, on whom be God's prayers and peace, when he said, 
"Verily he has strengthened Islam with one of the two ‘Unmars.' 


"God has graced the Liberal Party with these two major figures, His Eminence 
Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il and His Eminence Shaykh Yusuf al-Badri. I would 
like to say that we would like to do without any entity in financing this 
party, and would like it to content itself with the members in it. If these 
obstructive laws remain, we will not be able to take part with the parties 
as a single category, because the Liberal Party will be the strongest of the 
existing ones, since the people in it are a precious resource of sound party 
activity." 


Islam and the Parties 


In response to a question as to whether the notion of joining parties was 
not a non-Islamic act, His Eminence Shaykh Yusuf al-Badri said, "A sort of 
perplexity exists in answering this question. I had stated that it was not 
permissible to be affiliated with the parties in their current situation. 
When I saw that some parties could constitute the nucleus of an Islamic 
party, I entered the Liberal Party. Entering the National Party was proposed 
to me, and I refused, and the Wafd Party as well, and I also refused. When 
Mr al-Hamzah proposed entering the Liberal [Party] to me I agreed, because 
the presence of Mr al-Hamzah in the Liberal Party is the hallmark of securi- 
ty. If President Mubarak gave his party the green light, Islamic law would 
be applied. 


"IT joined this party on condition that you yourself join this party and form 
the Islamic group within it. I found a place which the adherents of Islam 
could join, so that the voice of Islam would be strong and boisterous. We 
want to tell young people, enter this party; your entering it is the only 
avenue to the application of Islamic law." 


Mr al-Hamzah Da'bas concluded the symposium, with the condition that it meet 
next Sunday evening, God willing. 
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EGYPT 


NEW INTERIOR MINISTER CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-WAFD in Arabic 20 Mar 86 pp 1, 12 


[Editcrial by Mustafa Shardi: "The Minister by Chance Who Insults and 
Threatens the Opposition" ] 


[Text] I received the initial information from one source. It was so of- 
fensive I could not believe it. Then the phone in my office rang and when 

I picked it up I heard the same words, details, and vituperative language 
against the Egyptian opposition. Once again I could not believe it, perhaps 
because I was stunned. True, I had heard about the tongue-lashing of some 
top government officials and the violation of conversational politeness in 
time of anger. But for a responsible cabinet minister, sitting in the midst 
of several members of his party, to rail so hard at honest people, and to 
use such profanely insolent language that is punishable by law is hard to 
believe. 


It was natural that I assign a number of associate editors at AL-WAFD to 
investigate that matter and accurately report what Lt Gen Zaki Badr, the 
minister of the interior, had said publicly, in the presence of several lead- 
ing members of the ruling National Party against the Egyptian opposition. 

As Zaki Badr and many others well know, the dust that sticks to the shoes 

of some of those men he attacked is more "honest," cleaner, and purer than 
the conscience and souls of some of those who assume key positions in this 
decaying age. 


The editors came back with their reports. Meanwhile, more sources confirmed 
what the new cabinet minister had said, saying that he had lashed hard at 
the Egyptian opposition, using profanely insolent language and threatening 
action. In light of this I began to make contacts with some officials to 
whom I expressed surprise at this total lack of self-control by a cabinet 
minister who is supposed to demonstrate a great deal of self-control and 
self-discipline. Some of those officials required me, the victim, to exer- 
cise self-control. Their rationale was that if the minister was so lacking 
in sélf-control, we men of opposition should be self-controlled and sane. 


The leaders of other parties also heard of what had happened. I do not know 


exactly what their reaction has been. As for the Wafd party, the reaction 
has been a mixture of astonishment, indignation, and disgust. My opinion 
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has been that the report is accurate and that he who insults us shou 
insulted back even more vehemently. But Wafd leaders have deemed it necessary 
tnat we apply the principle of self-control and that we be the ones who should 
be sane and self-disciplined. They wanted us to publish in the Al-WAFD issu 
of last Thursday a full account of the extremely serious statements the man 
had made, for he might have been innocent and we could have done him an in- 
justice. So, they argued, he should be given an opportunity, limited by 
a specific period of time, to deny, correct, or apologize for the stat 
Because AL-WAFD newspaper is published every Wednesday and is pic! t 

a representative of the Ministry of the Interior only minutes after the first 
batch of copies is printed, I expected the minister to read the charges we 
leveled against him in our front page report. I also expected him to call 
uS up and deny the charges so we could delete the story from the remaining 
copies. At the very least I expected the state-owned newspapers on Thursday 
morning to carry on their front pages a clarification, an explanation, or 

a denial. But the minister remained silent; he did not speak on Thursday, 
make any statement on Friday morning, or come up with any explanation on 


Saturday. Even when the matter developed into a hot, tumultuous issue in 
party circles, the minister remained silent on Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday. 
in spite of his well-known knack for babbling in the press, or on radio and 
television. 

Remaining silent over 5 days suggests that the minister found himself en- 
tangled in a difficult situation, but did not want to back out for fear of 
losing face. He said what he said in front of a crowd of people who woul 
despise him if he tried to deny what he had said. At the same time, he ad- 
mitted that it would be disastrous for him. That is why he had no choice 


but to remain silent, neither denying or affirming that he is fearful and 
hesitant nor acknowledging and confirming that he is courageous. 


Then the situation took a new turn. A government magazine published on 
Thursday a detailed interview with Zaki Badr. In it the minister of the 
interior, once again, made strange, distasteful, and objectionable statements 


He said, "Dialogue is basic... but the stick is handy if necessary." He 
also said. “If Hasan Abu Basha's principle revolved around ‘political dia- 
logue' and that of Ahmad Rushdi revolved around ‘discipline,’ I believe 
Strongly in the theory of boundaries, that is, using Egyptian colloquial 
language. Every one should stay within his own boundaries. 


This dangerous language suggests that this minister who came to office by 
chance, who has been selected for this very important position in the midst 
of an ominous, dense, and dark smoke, wants only hours after he assumed the 
functions of his position to pick up the notorious stick, the thick cudgel, 
and wave it in our face because we sided with law and order and held stead- 
fastly to discipline on that dark, ominous day under the most trying circum- 
stances. 


Some readers may sense a harsh tone and violence in my words, I do not blame 
them for that for I cannot publish the profane language the minister used 

to dishonor the opposition. In fact, violence, no matter how heavy, would be 
dwarfed if compared to the profane, horrible language the minister used. 
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have always held, out of deep conviction, that the upheaval of the central 
curity police not only caused a jolt in security, but more importantly, 
Kigtt gee shock causing many heads to recover and many eyes to open 

see things from a different perspective. Indeed, I have always believed 

the fire ignited by the mutineers, which nearly engulfed the whole 
acide has actually burned our fingers and caused us excruciating pain. 

has also purified many heads and burned up stacks of intellectual trash 
inside those heads. Such garbage often hits our senses with their sly, 
ideous shapes, their offensive smell, and fatal outcomes in many situations 
and decisions, as well as in the form of many irresponsifle acts and irration- 
al behavior demonstrated by some petty officials in Egypt. From what I see 
Suspect that they will persist in such practices and hold fast to such 
zarre behavior. 


(h 


Me Oo ct MD WM WN FH 


‘ S ct D + 3 


o bh 


I have been of the opinion that the upheaval of the security police has bene- 
fited us to a degree. I thought the government of Egypt had repented and 
that the new cabinet, in particular, was the first to comprehend fully the 
terrible lesson and the first to drink the bitter cup to the dregs. I thought 
that this comprehension, or at least part of it, should have been reflected, 
without the least argument in the form of a completely new relation, so dif- 
ferent in every respect, and so positive between government and people. 
The ministers of the interior, in particular, who will succeed each other 
till the turn of the century, will have this rupture caused by the upheaval 
so vividly entrenched in their insight, exactly as the rupture of the June 
967 defeat had done. We certainly benefited from that defeat--hence, the 
great victory of October. By the same token we should benefit from the 
Feb dnvehi 1986 disaster by overcoming the old, obsolete, and dangerous methods 
of conduct between the government and people. 


os 


l used to believe, and this is my prerogative as well as that of every 
Egyptian citizen who stood up against the mutiny and took part in defeating 
the rebel and embraced Husni Mubarak and his regime, through whose support 
the government has been able to contain the danger and put out the fire-- 

I say I used to believe that perhaps we would never again see an interior 
minister after that ominous day who will wave a stick and cudgel in the face 
of honest people or have the guts to practice any methods of intimidation 

or suppression against those loyal Egyptians. I held out of deep conviction, 
and this is one of my rudimentary rights as a citizen, that the cudgels 

of the central security police would disappear from the men's hands, from 
the minds of the top officers of the Ministry of the Interior, from the acts 
and practices of the ruling National Party, and from the minds of those who 
still hold that the Egyptians can only be disciplined by the stick. I be- 
lieved so, because the stick which they were preparing to wave over our heads, 
to break the ribs of our children, suddenly turned around and hit those who 
made it hard on their heads. It struck their skulls, causing a permanent 
scar. Had it not been for the decisive intervention of the Egyptian people, 
the blow could have been crushing and fatal. But I was very disappointed, 
for here he is, the minister of the interior, who came to office by chance, 
saying to us that the stick is a necessity. All this comes at a time when 
the black ashes of the fire are still hanging on to the buildings, hotels, 
and establishments which have been burned or gutted by his stick. This is 
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the minister who came to Cairo from one of the governorates of southern Egypt 
with a lot of dust hanging over his head. He sits at a public meeting and 
declares that his basic responsibility is to discipline the opposition.. 

Then he has the cheek to unleash his tongue with unpreceuented profane language 
against a group of some of the most honorable men in Egypt. 


I can say a great deal about Zaki Badr and I will say it. This is a promise 
I make to him and to my readers. But today I will wind up with a quotation 
from an outstanding article by Mr Ibrahim Sa'dah, the editor-in-chief of 
AKHBAR AL-YAUM. The article, published last Saturday, discussed the state 
security police, which have become an apparatus to terrorize the state. 

The new minister of the interior, wrote Mr Sa'dah, knows too well what he 

did throughout his public service; he knows what his personal and administra- 
tive conduct has been and what his decisions were before and after he became 
governor of Asyut. I say to Ibrahim Sa'dah: we also know, and so will the 
readers. 


13257/12955 
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[Text ] 


AN aren of 2.8 million fed-— 


dans could be added to the 
agricultural land = available 
for cultivation until the year 
2000, of which 2.3 million 
could be irrigated with Nile 
water and the rest with drai- 
nage and subterranean water 
and treated sewage. @ 


These figures were revea- 
led in a report, discussed yes- 


terday by the Higher Consul- 
tative Committee for Recons- 
truction, on the main plans 
for land resources, for the 
sake of defining lands suita- 
ble for agricultural develop- 
ment in Egypt. 


The report revealed that 
according to. priorities, 
1,050,000 feddans should be 
reclaimed within ten years, 
from 1986-96, in the Delta 
where the reclamation pro- 
cess is rather easy, compared 
with other areas. Of this area, 
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LAND RECLAMATION PLAN FOR 1986-1996 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 16 Apr 86 p 


998,000 feddans will be irrisca- 
ted with Nile water and 
70.000) with subterreanean 
water. The total investments 
required for this ten-year 
plan will reach approxima- 
tely LE 4 billion, with an 
annual investment ranging 
between LE 275 and LE 535 
million. 

The report indicated that 


60 per cent of the invest- 


ments will be channelled to 
infrastructures, such as 
roads, power and _ potable 
water. It also indicated that 
the annual rate of land recla- 
mation should be increased 
from 50,000 feddans to bet- 
ween 60,000 and 160,000 fed- 
dans. 


According to the same 
report, the cost of reclaiming 
new land, apart from buil- 
ding roads leading to it, ran- 
ges between LE 200 and 400 
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per feddan. The establish- 
ment of houses in new areas 
cost from LE 1000 to LE 
1200, each and a similar sum 
is needed for infrastructure 
services and, based on these 


_ figures, settlement on reclai- 


med land will cost between 
LE 2000 to 2,400 per person. 


Due to the implementation 
of the suggested land recla- 
mation plan from 1986. to 
1996, agricultural production 
will be increased in monetary 
terms, by approximately LE 
1,200 million, annually. 


Relating to the impact of 
land reclamation “the 
redistribution of the popula- 
tion, work opportunities will 
he provided for 400,000 fami- 
lies working directly in agri- 
culture and another 400,000 
families involved in other 
fields indirectly related to 
agriculture. — Ss. 











EGYPT 


EXPATRIATE SAVINGS ISSUE DISCUSSED 


Methods To Lure Savings 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 9 Apr 86 p 2 





[Text } 


THE Chairman of the 
Money Market Authority, 
Dr. Fag el-Nour, stated that 
the money market in Egypt 
will witness remarkable acti- 
vity during the coming four 
years, especially after the 
establishment of more than 
355 joint-stock companies, 
according to law No 159 and 
the investment law. Such 
companies registered their 
shares at the stock exchange 
and the capital of these com- 
panies is estimated at more 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 15 Apr 86 p 3 


[Text ] 


THE Governor of the Cen- 
tral Bank of Egypt Mr. Ali 
Negm asserted that there are 
nogrounds to the rumours of 
exchanging the foreign cur- 
rmcy remittances of the 
Kzyptians working in the 
arab countries, to Egyptian 
sounds. 


Mr. Negm said that there 
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than LF four billion. 


Dr. fag el-Nour pointed out 
that the Egyptian govern- 
ment is giving considerable 
attention to the money mar- 
ket as being one of the non- 
tradition methods for provi- 
ding the required funds for a 
number of diverse underta- 
kings. Talking about the 
optimum methods for luring 
the savings and remittance 
of Egyptian expatriates, Dr. 
Fag cl-Nour pointed out that 
Egyptians working abroad 


Rumors Denied 


has been no change in the 
rules and systems applied 
since issuing the law control- 
ling foreign currency opera- 
tions. The law provides for 
the payment of remittances 
of those working abroad to 
beneficiaries in foreign bank 
notes depositing the funds in 
their free accounts. He added 
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are divided into three catego- 
ries. The first prefer to keep 
their sayings with them 
during their stay in the host 
countries, and savings of 
such expatriates are relati- 
vely small. Another catesgory 
retains part of their savings 
and transfers the surplus to 
the homeland. The third 
group transfers their savings 
to non-Egyptian Internatio- 
nal money markets. 


GSS 


that all banks working in 
Egypt are adhering to this 
law, : 

Mr. Negm also added that 
the Egyptian government is 
currently contacting Iraqi 
authorities to ‘facilitate the 
remittance processes of 
funds of Egyptians working 
in Iraq. — GSS 








EGYPT 


SITUATION OF TOURISM DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-~JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 28 Mar 86 p 5 


[Article by Hassan Shukri, colleague at the Nasir Military Academy: "The 
Strange State of Egyptian Tourism] 


[Text] We always say that Egypt's economic problems cannot be traced to the 
lack of resources and possibilities. Rather, much of it is traced to lack of 
thought, poor administration, and the decay of the climate, because man is 
able to think and work to create his society, to manage life, and to harness 
the power of nature to his will and pleasure. 


Supporting my idea is that which relates to the subject of tourism in Egypt. 
Despite its being a basic element in the economic plan, it stands out in that 
it is one of the least expensive of these plans that does not cost great 
investments of time in which flows a great and quick return of foreign 
currency. Yet until now, we have not been able to make better use of this plan 
or to enlarge the use of it. 


We have brought in not more than $500 million in a year from tourism in a period 
when a country like Spain earns approximately $3 billion from tourism a year. 
It is a large difference, a dangerous indicator showing that we have not 
known how to invest in tourism; at the same time it is a sign that there is 
an error in our thinking and that there is a fault in our way of 
administering this important economic program. We have not improved the 
utilization of this given resource available to us because we don't think, 
and we administer this program with the mentality of the translator, in the 
language of the translator, and with the attitude of the translator. There 
is a mutual underscanding with the foreign tourist, but the understanding is 
incorrect, the language is wrong, and the goal is distorted. 


The Strange State of Tourism 


One of the strangest things is that the tourism of Egyptians abroad is what 
has developed and grown, so that the amount Egyptians spent abroad in the 
tourist season of 1985 reached roughly $1 billion, at a time when the 
president was asking repeatedly for the development of tourism from the 
resources of foreign revenue that can be relied upon to lessen the pressure 
of the severe economic crisis that faced us. This resulted from the notable 
drop in our foreign exports, and the increase in the local exports gap. 














Strategy for the Present Stage 


Based on the declining state of tourism in Egypt, andwe are discussing solving 
our difficulties and the effort to fix the imbalance and the ruin that has 
befallen it and some of those in charge of administering it, the tourism 
strategy must not be limited to the present stage of developing foreign 
tourism in Egypt alone--it must extend to Egyptian tourism. 


There must be a complete plan delineated, with clear goals in which all the 
latent and given capacities present are utilized. It must work to realize the 
best use of all our great and varied resources in tourism and the spread of 
the services and the facilities that are considered the basic framework for 
tourism so we can attract the foreign tourist and preserve or respond to the 
Egyptian tourist. 


In this plan the quantitative goals translate into qualitative goals, so that 

we could consider raising tourism income from $500 million to $2 billion in 

the first year, then to $4 billion in the following year. To do this, expansion 
in the tourism sphere and abandoning unsuccessful bureaucratic directives 

would be required. In other words, all the material and abstract conditions 
that restrain tourism development must be changed, thereby eliminating every 
shortcoming, error, and omission. 


Because the simplification of customs and passport control procedures, along 
with other tourist services, i.e., shortening them for the foreign tourist in 
the ports and airports, encourages tourism and does not require investments 
since the development and improvement of services in the hotels, places of 
accommodation, tourist sites, and areas do not need great investments, they 
are the first steps toward reform and growth. 


Advanced Tourism 


I have been granted the chance to visit most of the countries of the world and 
I strove to visit the ancient sites and special museums in each country if the 
conditions of my visit allowed. In the countries with advanced tourism, 

you will find that their historical heritage or their relics in the museums 
consist of a core on which, or around which, or because of which the building 
may be built, giving a qualitative and propagandistic dimension bigger than 
what it reflects or contains. Accompanying that is the method of exhibiting 
these relics or statutes, and the style of explanation and display that is 
appropriate to the type of each visitor or foreign tourist. 


In addition, there is the profusion of many restaurants, cafeterias, places 
of amusement, gift shops, and commercial centers. The museum is a place of 
cultivation of the mind, recreation, and it is a net. If you enter it, all 
your pockets will be emptied, and you will be happy. You will have bought 
what you need and what you do not need. You will be satisfied and content. 
But everything is studied, planned, and prepared to achieve the greatest 
pleasure, enjoyment, and service of the tourists and visitors. 
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You feel that every person vies to offer you service, starting with the guard 
outside the museum to the director of the museum. There is a secret word you 
hear inside the museum that you like. It opens your heart immediately and 

so you pay all that you have or all that you are carrying in cash. This secret 
word is cleanliness, excellent service, and the smile that does not disappear 
from the mouth of any of the museum's employees. 


Unfortunately, we do not know this secret word in Egypt, and we do not hear of 
it, in spite of the fact that it is the code that we must do business with, or 
the magic stick with which we can knock at the door of the future so it will 
open for us. It is the ring of Sulayman; when you touch it, the doors of 

luck and the future will open for you, and you will realize all that you 

hope and wish for. 


In Washington there are approximately 90 museums you can enter without an 
entry fee, without paying one cent. Yet they earn great income from what 

each tourist and visitor spends inside these museums, because the museum, 

as I have said, in addition to being an historic place, is also a great 

tourist attraction. The way relics are displayed inside the museum are in 
excellent taste, beauty, and simplicity, letting you enjoy yourself while being 
educated. Thus, successful tourism is successful ideas and modern tourism 

is modern ideas; we are in desperate need of these new ideas. 


13013/9869 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


CZECHOSLOVAKIAN AID--An economic agreement was signed yesterday by Egypt 
and Czechoslovakia, according to which the latter will extend a 100 million 
dollar loan to finance a number of industrial, power and utility projects. 
The loan will be paid off over a period of ten years with a one-year grace 
period and five percent annual interest rate. The Deputy Premier and 
Minister of Planning and International Cooperation, Dr Kamal el-Ganzouri 
and the Czechoslovakian Minister of Commerce signed the agreement.--GSS 
[Text] [Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 16 Apr 86 p 2] /9317 


RICE PRICES--The Supply Committee of the National Democratic Party yesterday 
discussed the problem of soaring rice prices. The Under-Secretary of the 
Ministry of Supply, Mr Hassan Khedr, explained that such a rise is due to 

the great amounts of rice being stored by certain merchants and the increased 
cultivation of Philippine rice which does not suit Egyptiar tastes. He said 
that 1,250,000 tons of rice will soon be offered for sale in the markets. 
This year to date farmers have delivered to rice collection centres 1,048,000 
tons of rice, an increase of 104,000 tons over last year.--GSS [Text] 

[Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 10 Apr 86 p 3] /9317 


ISLAMIC INFORMATION SYSTEM--Riyadh, April 14--The Minister of Information, 

Mr Safwat el-Sherif, called for unified action in the domain of Islamic 
information policies, since there are many Islamic issues which necessitate 
such coordinated media work. He pointed out that the Islamic world has been 
the target of ferocious media campaigns which must be faced by adopting a 
unified stance. In an interview with Al-Riyadh newspaper, he described the 
conference of Islamic countries Information Ministers which was scheduled 

to convene on April 26 but was adjourned to a later date, as a landmark along 
the path of promoting information for the sake of discussing issues of the 
Islamic World. The Minister said that Egypt has drawn up several suggestions 
on a new Islamic information system by which to face the challenges of the 
age and advanced communication channels including satellites and other 
expected technological achievements in this respect. In his interview, he 
called for supporting the existing Islamic media institutions svch as the 
Islamic Broadcasting Stations Federation and the Islamic news agencies.--GSS 
[Text] [Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 15 Apr 86 p 2] /9317 
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OIL WELLS IN WESTERN DESERT--Ten exploratory oil wells will soon be dug at 
the El-Salam area in the Western Desert under a comprehensive programme for 
oil prospecting which is expected to be carried out by April 1987. This 
programme has been worked out in view of the promising results of oil pros- 
pecting activities carried out by a foreign petroleum company on an area of 
4,000 feddans in the north-western part of the Western Desert. Such activ- 
ities resulted in digging the El-Salam oil well No 1 which produces 4,000 
barrels per day. Studies also revealed that well No 2 can produce 5,000 
barrels per day in addition to large quantities of natural gas which can 

be utilised at an economic cost. Preliminary studies of oil prospecting 
activities in the area resulted in determining new oil rich layers of land 
which can produce 11,000 barrels per day. During the 1970's a number of 
international oil companies failed to find oil and deserted the area. Such 
results indicate that the Western Desert has promising potential for oil 
discovery. This boosts the strategy of the Ministry of Petroleum, which 
primarily aims at increasing the country's reserve of petroleum.--GSS 
[Text] [Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 16 Apr 86 p 3] /9317 
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LIBYA 


WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION LEADER NAIMA DAMDUM GIVES VIEWS 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 23 Mar 86 p 35 
[Article by Marita Vihervuori: "The Democracy's First Woman" ] 


[Text] "The leader of the revolution has emancipated the Libyan woman," says 
Na'imah Damdum, who heads the women's organization of the Libyan democracy. 
It is one of the staunchest pillars of support for Colonel Mu'ammar al- 
Gadhdhafi. Marita Vihervuori, B. A., who recently visited Libya, met Na'imah 
Damdum in Austria. 


The Libyan People's Bureau is located in an old summer-home of the wealthy, 
next to Vienna's vine orchards. Austria is the only Western country which 
has officially welcomed Colonel Mu'ammar al-Gadhdhafi. But the political 
line formed by former Federal Chancellor Bruno Kreisky is now on the edge 
of bankruptcy. Libya's bad reputation bothers the Austrians, and the large 
economic advantages offered by Libya are about to flow into the desert sand. 


Gadhdhafi is suffering a shortage of money. The crash in oil prices and the 
decline of the dollar have taxed his ability to pay. The colonel's industrial 
plans have been too ambitious. They have openly been branded as megalomaniac- 
al. West Germany reaiized where the wind was blowing from, and withdrew, 
Austria quickly filled the gap. Voest has been building a gigantic iron 
factory in Misratah. The payment has been taken in oil which nobody wants. 
The storage is full to overflowing. Estimates of the loss range from 700 
markkas to 3.5 billion markkas. 


The Finns got out unscathed, however. As I climb the People's Bureau stairs 
to meet the leader of all Libyan women, I think to myself that business re- 
lations dried up in time. A crowd of six men fills the room, and in the 
middle of them stands a fashionably dressed, approximately 30-year old woman. 


Na'imah Damdum is the secretary of Libya's federal, all-encompassing women's 
organization. Because of her position, she was one of three female repre- 
sentatives at the universal people's congress, Libya's highest legislative 
and executive organ, which met in the beginning of March. 


Three women among over a thousand representatives -- there the proof for the 
unconditional equality which Gadhdhafi preaches in his Green Book. The two 
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other women were not representing women as much as the social-welfare admin- 
istrative. 


Of the group of men murmuring around Na'imah Damdum, two come with us into 

the interview room -- one is an interpreter and one is an "aide." Na'imah 

Damdum praises the September revolution, before which "the Libyan woman was 
nothing." The aide enters the conversation whenever he gets the chance. 


How can one woman champion the cause of a million women, I ask. Na'imah 
Damdum explains that her place is simply to present matters which have already 
been worked through at the local organizational level. 


"The people's congress does make the decisions, but nothing is solved there 
which has not been agreed on beforehand." 


Who then brings together the thoughts of the hundreds of base organizations, 
if the people's congress is the only opportunity? After all, Libya does not 
have parties. Do reforms come strictly only from the Colonel's head? I 
glance at the aide, but he does not present counter-arguments. Mrs. Damdum 
is allowed to doubt voth Libya's direct democracy and its highest power. 
Na'imah Damdum settles for assuring me that as the representative of all the 
country's women, she can get her voice heard whenever she wants to. 


Women Guard the Leader 


National defense makes Na'imah Damdum's eyes glow again. "In the axiom 
"weapons in the hands of the people’ there is no difference between a man 
and a woman," she explains proudly. Military tasks in addition to the usual 
family responsibilities and government work represent a "great honor" for 
women. 


Nothing prevents a woman from starting on a military career. The officers 
graduated from Tripoli's women's academy are teachers in the mandatory prac- 
tices, both in towns and in institutions. The revolutionary leader Gadhdhafi's 
charming bodyguard has been chosen from among the women's academy officers. 

It is very necessary to the Colonel -- he knows he can trust his female in- 
feriors more than the male. 


Na'imah Damdum and her efficiently organized women do not judge the situation 
inside and out depending on the needs of the threatened leader. For them, 
the proximity of "Brother" is an honor in itself; the fact that the revolu- 
tinary leader has picked women as his protectors means "unique respect for 
women throughout the third world." 


Na'imah Damdum refuses to talk about the suicide squads which were decided 

on in the universal people's congress, whose function is to "attack American 
and Zionist enemies everywhere." She is not capable of making political state- 
ments. She says, nevertheless, that "every Libyan woman is ready to give 

her life on behalf of the revolutionary leader." Gadhdhafi's name was not 
mentioned once by the Libyans during the whole conversation. 
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sadndhafi knows that women and youths brought up in the revolutionary spirit 
are his mosf loyal supporters. It is vital to him that women perceive pro- 
tecting him as an honor. Gadhdhafi's suspiciousness is well-founded. In 

just the last two years, there have been half a dozen assassinaiton attempts 
on him 


lle 
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Libya's conflicts with the U.S.A., its tense relations with its Arab neighbors, 
and its economic and internal political problems have put Gadhdhafi into dire 
Straits. He is actually forced to show his power through women and youth. 

He can no longer even trust his closest aides, but buries himself, more and 
more lonely, into his Bedouin tent in the carefully guarded Aziziya barracks 

on the edge of Tripoli. He appears in public only on special occasions, such 
as the people's congress in Bengasi. Then he captivates the masses. 


Natimah Damdum explains that on Gadhdhafi's orders, a conference will take 
peace in Libya next year in which women's emancipation will be represented 
by half a million women. This means that every aged mpl woman over 15 
will respond to the "brother's" invitation. In Na'imah Damdum's words, "the 
revolutionary leader has freed Libya's women. In the Arab nations headed 

by monarchs or presidents, women cannot even dream of such great freedom." 


Na'imah Damdum thinks last year's U.N. women's conference in Nairobi is a 

good example. She lead the Libyan delegation there. She claims to have 
asked, "is this a meeting of ambassadors?" because male delegates swarmed 
around the third world women, giving their advice. Libyan women, on the other 
hand, have the right to make decisions for themselves, says Na'imah Damdum. 


The time and place of the large women's conference is still undecided. But 
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Will the conference in fac strengthen the Libyan woman's self-esteem? Or 
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is Gadhdhafi primarily seeking support for himself? 


The Libyan woman's daily life does not seem lustrous Gadhdhafi's philosophy 


of freedom contradicts his own population epee and the Islamic tradition. 
che agin to Gadhdhafi, the Libyan woman's task is not only to produce child- 
ren, but she must also be a producer in the economy. 


desert state, the bringing up of children is the 
sponsibility. In addition to that she must "take 
to the man," explains Na'imah Damdum. 


In the sparsely populate 
woman's most important re 
her place in society nex 
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Women, too are, trained in technical careers. Especially in this area Libya 
has shortages of educated people, and is thus dependent on foreign specialists. 
And the drafting table does not contradict the Islamic tradition as strongly 
as for example nursing, nor does it go against the Green Book, which prohibits 
heavy physical work for women. 





Since 1975 Libya has had compulsory education. Na'imah Damdum estimates that 
40 percent of the women are illiterate. Female students live in sheltered 
boarding houses, because living alone is not even an option. And after gradu- 


ation? Na'imah Damdum laughs: 
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"Our girls marry very young, around 14 - 20. The men wait at the 
university." Thus the decision between paid work and the home is m 

though automatically. Bcfore anything else, Gadhdhafi expects more citizens 
from his women. That increases his power. There are 3.9 million Libyans 
nov, over half of whom are under 15. The women have been obedient. 


National defense does not go against the Koran. For this reason militar 
practices are mandatory for women 28 well. Schoolchildren give up one d: 
a week for weapons practice. Young women initially get four months ¢ 
training, which is followed by annua! | WwW practice. he older womer 
training is 45 days long, and focus ym Lighter weapons. Because the con- 
scription law has been in effect only 5 years, the training pressure is strong. 
While the mothers make war, grandmothers, ants and neighbors take care 
f the children, because in Bedouin iety tribal ties are strong. 


The Koran allows for polygamy, but Libyan law allows a man only one wife, 
explains Na'imah Damdum. However, exceptions were decreed in the 1984 people's 
congress. In special cases, such - infertility or the wife’s illness, 


man can take another wife if tr f iven her written consent. 


The woman's right to divorce is lef' it hazy. Na‘timah Damdum surmi: 


that even a woman can seek divorce. ,ide laims that the mar { 
on the woman's behalf 4 


- But where can one seek a divorce, if already in 1981 
Gadhdhafi put an end to judges, and the people's congress gave up the Attorney 
General's Office? T if . has 
children. A childless woman returns to her father's house. 


The international policy of the /.ibyan women's organization naturally ! 

the guidelines given by Gadhdnafi. It is not a coincidence that the vice- 
president of the African women' ‘anization is from Libya. sadhdhaf 

tried to form close ties with fh hi in black Africa. The n 
project is probably the African’ artel. 

The reorganization of the parliament proves that Gadhdhafi's political focus 
has shifted to economics. The new prime minister, who has been in the sam 
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known economist The new fore 


position earlier, is a well- i 
previously worked as the oil minister. The changes have not in general been 
as sharp as had been expected. [n hi lifficulty, Gadhdhafi resorted to 


his own guard. 


The decrease in the number of ministries from 20 to 11 also speaks of economic 
rationalization. Previously, fo: ple, the light and heavy metal industry 
x % 


and the oil industry each h: | wn ministeries. Now they have been 
placed under the same roof. Gadnca is centralizing and combining. 


Although the usual inflammatory son; boul the "zionist enemy" were sung 
at the people's congress, Gadhdhafi's attention seems to be focused mainly 
on improving the economy. 
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The winds of discontent are shaking Gadhdhafi'’s tent, although preside 
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Ronald Reagan's actions strengthened rather than weakened the Colonel's in- 
ternal political status. 
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But what has brought Na'timah Damdum to Vienna? A personal visit. Her hus- 
band has come to the Capitol to be operated on. Many illnesses which cannot 
be treated in Libya are taken care of in European hospitals. In that too, 
Austria has come off as the loser, since the Libyans have not paid their 
bills which are in the millions. 


12688/12955 
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MOROCOO 


MINISTRY OF ENERGY AND MINING OUTLINES 1986 PLAN 
Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE 7 Mar 86 pp 6, 7 


[Text] The ministry of energy and mines drew up its program of activities for 
1986. 


The energy administration will carry out an energy study in order to pinpoint 
the priority centers affecting rural electrification (second PNER installment). 


Moreover, the energy administration acquired an energy planning model, with the 
aid of USAID, in order to improve the decision-making process pertaining to 
Morocco's energy policy. Energy consumption will expand at the same rate as 
that of 1985, due to energy saving measures and the repercussion effect of the 
1984 and 1985 economic growth rate. The various operations to be undertaken 
are listed below. 


Petroleum 


Traditional suppliers will ensure crude petroleum supplies, encouraged by the 
current free market conditions. Coverage of the energy invoice will be ensured 
according to available funds from outside sources. 


Planned investments for the refining and petroleum-products-distribution sector 
will concentrate on the valorization of the VIRGIA-NAPHTA surpluses, which 
had been exported up to now, the revamping of the lubricating oil complex in 
order to increase the production earmarked for exports, and the recuperztion of 
flare gas making it possible to save energy and improve various techniques in 
the Mohammedia and Sidi Kacem refiieries. 


In 1986, construction will continue on the Mohammedia terminal for crude oil 
delivery, the one in Nador for butane, the GPL underground storage facility in 
the Mohammedia salt deposit, the Nador warehouse for liquid petroleum products 
and the Casablanca, Selouane, Errachidia and Tetouan automatic chain filler 
centers. 


The investments needed for the refining, storage and distribution industries 
will be ensured by bank and supplier's credits. 
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Electricity 


ONE [National Electricity Office] will continue its development program pertain- 
ing to the completion of already initiated production works, the development of 
high-voltage power transmission works, and studies related to electric produc- 
tion works and projects and to the hydroelectric installations of Sebkha-Tah 

and already identified favorable sites. 


ONE will put the Lalla Takerdoust plant into service and will rush the building 
of the Amougguez plant. New power plants (Dchar Eloued, Mjara and Matmata) 
should be put into service at staggered intervals between 1989 and 1992. 


The completion of conversion works for the burning of imported coal in sections 
3 and 4 of the Mohammedia thermal power plant will characterize thermal produc- 
tion works. 


Work will begin on the installation of a power plant, scheduled to begin oper- 
ation in 1987; it will have diesel sets designed to strengthen supply 
dependability for the Laayoune region. 


Feasibility studies and calls for bids for the expansion of the Mohammedia 
plant (two 300 MW sections) and the installation of a new four 300-MW-section 
power plant in Jorf Lasfar will also continue in 1986. 


In the nuclear sector, the Office will follow the implementation of the studies 
entrusted to SOFRATOME in the framework of the electronuclear program. 


The study for connecting the Saharan provinces to the general network will be 
undertaken in the power transmission sector concurrently with the study of 
technical and economic conditions for the installation of a new network made 
necessary by the construction of large thermal and nuclear power plants. 


A massive use of imported coal for the productivity of electricity is being 
considered. 


Coal 


Morocco's coal mining industry will proceed with the opening of the fine coal 
washing plant to improve the upgrading rate of unsorted coal and it will speed 
up the implementation of the development plan of site 5, based on mining 
studies and works and the purchase and installation of mining equipment. 


ONAREP 


The National Agency for Petroleum Research and Production [ONAREP] will direct 
its policy to the preparation of projects by using the agency's own resources 
and attracting foreign partners. 


The agency intends to drill seven deep holes and two core drills in addition to 
the three holes called for as part of the works agreed upon with SCP and APEX. 
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Plans are being made with the SCP to begin the second section of the develop- 
ment project of the Meskala deposit for supplying gas to the Youssoufia 
phosphates drying and roasting facilities and the mining of the Ouled Youssef 
deposit in the Gharb. 


Tests carried out in the Timahdit T3 pilot unit for the upgrading of oil shale 
will continue. 


The development of the Tarfaya deposit will continue in 1986 as part of the 
agreement protocol signed with Shell in 1981. 


The Renewable Energy Center will continue setting up its administrative and 
technical structures as well as carrying out its program of studies and 
project implementation and development. 


Mining Sector 


The Moroccan Phosphates Office group will continue to implement its development 
program, the objective of which is to maintain its rank as the world's first 
exporter of natural phosphates and phosphoric acid. 


The activity of the Mineral Prospecting and Investment Office will be directed 
toward prospecting for precious and base met~>'s, sulphur, solid energy sub- 
stances and industrial rocks and also toward cou. ‘nued studies for beginning 
the mining of individualized specific projects such as Guemassa and Tizert. 


In 1986, SODIM will complete preparation works on the mine and the building of 
the washing works. 


Testing for the upgrading of pyrites carried out by the SEFERIF will be comple- 
mented with an overall diagnostic study. 


Benefiting from the World Bank's financial support, CADETAF will continue the 
implementation of its development program. 


The "Al Amal" mining project, as well as the building of the new CADETAF head- 
quarters, will be completed in 1986 and the construction of two calamine 
roasting ovens will begin in Gourrama, 


6857 
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MOROCCO 


SUGAR PRODUCTION FIGURES REPORTED 
Rabat MAROC SOIR in French 21 Mar 86 p 5 


[Excerpts] The 1984-1985 beet harvest in Morocco registered a 6 percent 
increase in cultivated areas, but a 10 percent decrease in harvested crops, as 
compared to the previous year. As a matter of fact, the harvested area 
amounted to 56,243 hectares in 1985 as compared to 53,071 in 1984, witha 
respective yield of 2.24 million tons as compared to 2.5 million tons, or a 
per-hectare yield of 39.9 tons in 1985 as compared to 47.6 tons for the 
previous year. The volume of sugar cane delivered to the sugar refineries 
amounted to 720,509 tons in 1985 as compared to 775,026. tons in 1984. This 
decline can be explained by the lower yield which came to 52.2 tons per 
hectare instead of 68.2 tons per hectare in 1984, since the cultivated area 
increased from one year to the next, totalling 12,808 hectares as compared to 
11,286 hectares in 1984. The sugar production in the national plants felt the 
effect of this decline in raw material, which was due to poor climatic 
conditions. Expressed in refined sugar, the production amounted to 347,487 
tons in 1985 as compared to 393,602 in 1984, or a drop of 11.7 percent. The 
following table gives this year's production in unrefined and refined sugar 
supplied by the various national plants: 


Refined Sugar (tons) Unrefined Sugar (tons) 
Sunab: 11,837 Sunag-Ksiri: 11,200 
Sucrafor: 13,259 Sunag-Tazi: 15,828 
Suta: 26,699 SUBM: 41,250 
Sunabel: 28,135 Doukkala: 52,450 
Surac: 23,200 Sunacas: 15,300 
Zemamra: 52,328 

Sucral: 13 ,080 


Total production expressed in refined sugar: 347,487 tons. 
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MOROCCO 


DROUGHT-RELATED PROBLEMS AFFECTING CITRUS GROVES 
Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE in French 7 Mar 86 p 12 


[Text] In an interview published by the OCE [Control and Export Office] 
Information Bulletin, ASPAM [Association of Citrus Growers of Morocco] 
President N'Jai assessed the situation of Morocco's citrus growing and orchards. 
The main points are published below. 


Drought 


It is obvious that the drought experienced by our country for four consecutive 
crop years, from 1980-1981 to 1983-1984, has had dire effects on the development 
of production and exports. 


We should not forget, however, that citrus cultivation is an irrigated crop and, 
consequently, it is relatively less dependent on rainfall. The fact remains 
that this drought aggravated the lack of irrigation water in the southern 
regions (Souss-Marrakech) and resulted in a dramatic reduction of dam water 
availability in the irrigated areas, including in regions usually well 
supplied, such as Beni-Mellal and Berkane. The release of dam waters was often 
interrupted over several weeks during crucial times. Nonetheless, if we refer 
to the results of the last four harvests, we are lead to differentiate between 
the development of production, that is to say, of the ungraded product, and 
that of exports. 


Thus, despite the drought, overall production registered only slight fluctua- 
tions; it wavered between 950,000 tons and 1 million tons. 


As a matter of fact, it seems that the drought affected the size of the fruit 
much more than the tonnage (effects of the strong autumn heat and dry winter 
cold characteristic of dry years). Yet, at this point, we must emphasizc the 
producers’ efforts of these past few years to improve calibration (size, use of 
hormones and foliar pulverizations of potassium nitrate, etc); the effects of 
the drought on calibration was somewhat lessened by their effort. 


Concurrently, we note that exports registered a rather substantial decline, 
going from 770,000 tons in 1979-1980 to 520,000 in 1983-1984. We may therefore 
bear in mind that the foreign markets’ situation increased the effects of the 
drought on the production and export of citrus fruit. 
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One thing is sure, without the drought, production could have improved. 


It remains nonetheless that it was only due to the citrus growers' great 
sacrifices that production was maintained at such respectable levels. Faced 
with the drought, the growers engaged an unprecedented action in order to 
ensure the survival of the orchards and continued production. They committed 
all their resources and, in many cases, they went into debt in order to 

ensure a minimum of irrigation water to their trees. Thousands of wells were 
dug and methodically deepened in the areas "irrigated by the dam." Wells in 
the Souss and the Haouz were deepened to a depth of more than 30 and 40 meters. 
The financial sacrifice made to achieve this result was enormous. For, in 
addition to the expense of digging or deepening the wells were added the 
expense of acquiring or renewing the pumping equipment as well as the price of 


energy which more than doubled in less than 4 years. 


Restrictive Factors 
Iwo types of factors restricting production must be singled out: 


Those dealing with the control of producticn factors and orchard operation 


tech niques $ 
and those dealing with the improvement of disease conditions in the groves. 


As r as the first category is concerned, evaluation of the action carried out 
is, on the whole, rather satisfactory. It can even be said that, overall, and 
taking into account its limited resources, the profession has honorably ful- 
filled its promises pertaining to the implementation of the recommendations 

of the Plan of Actions. 


The technical framework under the responsibility of the profession was strength- 


ened and improved. The detailed evaluation of achievements in that area would 
be too long to list. I will therefore lim:: myself to a few examples: 


Pruning: Over the last 10 years, we trained more than 5,000 qualified workers 
and, from time to time, we have atnine courses for those cutters. 
ihe pruning of the clementine tree has been improved and generalized and, 
currently, the profession is ng its efforts on the pruning of orange trees. 
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Fertilizers: Their use was streamlined thanks to the establishment of standards 
e of fertilizers. Individual plans for the use of fertilizers are 

established annually for hundreds of orchards, based on production data and soil 
ana leaves analyses. 

Concerning the treatment of plant diseases, most growers have now become 
familiar with the main citrus enemies and diseases _ they know how to control 
th This control has been made even more efficient through the plant 
disease warning organized by the technical services of the profession. 
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With regard to irrigation, we only need te cite the progress achieved in con- 
trolling the amount and frequency of the irrigations; the effort toward 








developing new irrigation systems (completion of some 4,000 hectares of micro- 
irrigation), the training of supervisors and technicians for the manoement and 
operation of various irrigation systems, etc. 


Ageing of the Groves 
I would like to remind vou at this point that the number of ageing groves has 


increased over these past few years, which creates a serious obstacle to Lhe 
per-hectare productivity. The renewal rate of the national grove these past 


few years was only 800 to 1,000 hectares per year as compared to the 1,500 +: 
2,000 hectares pianned by the Plan of Actions. The causes of this lag ar 
very simple: 

First, to this day, the incentive measures for new orchards decreed b 
government in 1980 and approved by the 1981 appropriation bill have not vet 


been implemented. [i involves the granting of a 3,500-dinar-per-hectare 
bonus for the replacenent of old groves and planting credit of 15,000 dinats. 


Furthermore, most of the authorization requests for groves filed with the 
competent services by the growers were simply and purely rejected for var 
rcasons. 

Finally, the drought. cost increases and insuffi 
stopped the planting eftort. The fact remains t 
by the profession in selecting disease-free plants and improving plant: 
techniques. 


Thus, within the /f awork of the SASMA and in 

[Agricultural Deve Lopme! Company | ‘i a 

Research}, the provess! was able to choose heait \lants current 
Ss 





- j ee 
raised in the SASMA and SODEA nurseries. likewise, new clones are being 
currently tested throvchout the citrus-growing regions to see how they wil 


adapt. This operation is being carried out jointiy by all the interpro! 
organizations and the affected services of the ministry of a 
agrarian reform. The goal of this operation is to be able ts 
growers’ disposal in the coming year new seedlings from these tter 2 


clones and varieties which will respond better to marketing demand 


Finally, the purificst: of the basic plant material being current! ‘arrie 
out by the INRA, ©) ‘Tl Agronomic Institute and the SODFA mu eT 
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culties which hindered the implementation of the Plan of Acti 


The urgent implemencas of incentive measures for r * - 
of restrictions or | 

participation of the state in the strengthening of e technic 

the citrus-growing s<« c; and, finally, 

the need to provide suliicient material an ‘ r 
research in order ¢ pl: 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


FUNDS FOR IRRIGATION PROJECT--As published in a previous issue, Morocco will 
invest $92.5 million for improving the efficiency of the irrigation system of 
large fields, involving approximately 550,000 hectares. The World Bank granted 
a $46 million loan in support of this project. The improvement will make it 
possible to increase agricultural and livestock production, achieve an estimated 
$13.4 million currency savings, and reduce state subventions by some $300 mil- 
lion per year. The project, to be completed in 6 years, will center on the 
renovation or imvrovement of infrastructures servicing 150,000 hectares. It 
will include measures aimed at improving the exploitation and maintenance of 
490,000 hectares and at using existing resources more efficiently. Technical 
assistance is planned in order to strengthen the Regional Administrative 
Offices in charge of development, exploitation and maintenance of irrigated 
areas. The personnel of these offices will receive additional training which 
should lead to improved organization, operation and financial results. Some 
46,500 farm families will profit directly from this project which will create 
some 14,000 new full-time jobs. The project will be financed by the state 
($18.9 million), the National Agricultural Credit Fund ($5.7 million) and the 
beneficiaries ($2.4 million). The World Bank loan is repayable in 20 years, 
including a 5-year deferred amortization, with a current variable rate of 8.5 
percent on the balance not withdrawn. Note: The amounts have been converted 
into US dollars. [Text] [Casablanca LE MATIN DU SAHARA in French 13 Mar 86 
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SUDAN 


PARTY LEADERS DEBATE CONSTITUTION, ECONOMY, CIVIL WAR 
London AL=-SHARQ AL=-AWSAT in Arabic 9, 11, 12 Apr 86 


[Article: "Party Leaders in Sudan Answer Three Principal Questions; Election 
Programs Contain Secondary and Fundamental Differences Concerning Strategies for 
Assuming Power and the Country's General Course"] 


[9 Apr 86 p 6] 


[Text] The only topic of conversation in Sudan in the 12 days during which 
elections were being held in that country was that of the programs proposed by 
political parties for the elections. Leaders of these political parties who are 
competing for seats in Sudan's Constituent Assembly proposed these programs 
before voters were to go to the polls early this April. 


These programs which were proposed by party leaders for the elections took shape 
in the answers they came up with to three principal questions that have to do 
with the form and future of government, the economic problem and the problem of 
the south. 


There were various differences between these programs. The secondary differences 
had to do with strategies for assuming power; but there were fundamental 
differences which had to do with the country's general course and the philosophy 
that would be followed. 


The political debate between Mr al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, Dr Hasan ‘Abdallah al-Turabi, 
‘Abdallah al-Safi and Muhammad Ibrahim Naqd went as follows: 


The First Question: One of the foremost tasks of the coming Constituent Assembly 
is that of drafting and ratifying a permanent constitution for Sudan. How do you 
envision the system of government and the institutions of power in the coming 
period, and what do you think about public liberties, human rights, democracy, 
provincial government and decentralization? 


Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi: "Sudan's political experience in the last 30 years has been a 
rich one. During those 30 years Sudan has known liberal as well as tyrannical 
regimes. As a result of these experiences we, in Sudan, reject dictatorship. 
Under present social conditions, however, a liberal regime would face incapaci- 
tating problems. Liberalism is undermined by the fact that it tends to ignore, 
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for example, the social aspect and balance of society. That is why our 
considerations of the system that would be required for Sudan were guided by our 
past experiences. In our opinion such a system would be based on five 
principles. 


"The first principle has to do with the fact that Islamic law is the source of 
legislation. Our code of laws would be derived from Islamic law and from other 
conventional and man-made sources which do not conflict with the principles of 
Islamic law. 


"The second principle has to do with the fact that Sudan is inhabited by us and 
by others, some of whom are not Muslims. The political system must provide those 
citizens with their full rights: their citizenship rights, their human rights as 
well as their religious rights. This means that we have to deal with them on the 
basis of an agreement established by the constitution and spelled out in it. 


"The third principle has to do with the diversity of Sudan. That diversity, 
which must be represented in our legislative institution, can be accomplished by 
the elections law we will enact. Modern forces must be clearly represented, and 
the different parties must also be represented according to their relative 
weight in the population through proportional representation. These are the 
matters that we want to introduce into the new elections law. 


"The fourth principle is one that guarantees human liberties: freedom of 
opinion, freedom of speech and the freedom to organize. It involves being bound 
by guarantees that the courts will be independent courts and that the law will 
be supreme. 


"The fifth principle suggests that giving due attention to balance and diversity 
on the legislative level requires action to protect and safeguard the executive 
leadership and the institutions of government we are calling for. We are calling 
for a legislative authority with new characteristics that take diversity and 
balance into account; we are calling for an executive authority which would be 
based on direct elections; we are calling for an independent judicial authority; 
and we are calling for a fourth authority: the authority of the press and the 
role it ought to play." 


The Foundations of the National Course 

"All of this is to be encompassed in a national course that would build national 
unity. The national course that we are calling for is based on the following 
principles: 

"First, our political parties should be established by law, and they should 
provide guidance. Hitherto, political parties have not been established by law, 
and they have not provided guidance. 


"Second, labor unions should be established by law and should provide guidance. 


"Third, we ought to have an ongoing national forum by means of holding con- 
ferences on major national issues to broaden the foundation of the national 
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reconciliation between Sudan's different movements and groups. We are also 
calling for a provincial government, which, we think, was our idea originally. 
That idea, which was brought up by us in the 1968 provisional constitution, was 
then drafted by a 12-member committee and a congress for all parties which we 
had called for. However, this idea was distorted by the foregoing, defunct 
regime, just as development and Islam were distorted by it. But we will make an 
effort to remove those distortions. 


"We are calling for a provincial government with powers similar to those pro- 
vided in the 1968 provisional constitution. This provincial government would be 
elected; it would be financially capable, and it would not have those pseudo, 
good-for-nothing positions which the foregoing, defunct regime had used as a 
means of political bribery. We are also making an effort to revive local govern- 
ment and give it its full character. The foregoing, defunct regime had stripped 
these local governments of their character also. This is briefly what we 
envision for the system of government in Sudan". 


Dr Hasan ‘Abdallah al-Turabi: "Among the gravest issues facing the coming 
Constituent Assembly are those of establishing the legislative, judicial and 
executive institutions of government. The Constituent Assembly must also deal 
with the question of establishing a balance between freedom and government. We 
want to ensure that people have the latitude to express their opinions and to 
speak freely. We also want to ensure in return that there is sufficient 
appreciation for the country's unity and system of government. The question of 
reconciling freedom with the system of government is one of the most difficult 
equations faced by constitutional systems. 


"But, thank God, we adopted several principles in the draft constitution of 1967 
that provide public liberties and ensure the protection of those liberties that 
are provided by means of a judicial review process for every legal or adminis- 

trative measure that may erode those liberties. The liberties provided for in 

that draft constitution protect the nation's regime and security and safeguard 
the unity of its general movement. 


"It is a fact, however, that constitutional provisions do not determine the 
question of liberty. Liberty is a question that must be supported by a political 
educational movement which attempts to teach the people how they can free them- 
selves from the shackles of fanaticism, of loyalties to men and of blind 
fanaticism. Freedom is not just a right; it is also an obligation and a task 
that each citizen must carry out. It is the duty of each citizen to make a 
positive contribution to the government of his country by expressing his 
opinions and by getting involved in public politics. 


"The crisis of losing freedom as a result of fanaticism and traditional loyal- 
ties may be more dangerous to us in a constitutional system than the question of 
having a precise legal equation between freedom and the systen. 


"The second question is that of public organization, the political structure and 
the formation of parties. We've already tried giving political parties the free- 
dom to organize, but that brought about considerable corruption and confusion. 
This time we must try to have the constitution itself regulate our political 
parties. Political parties should not be regulated by laws whose provisions may 
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be changed at will by the majority that happens to be in power. Instead, 
political parties must be regulated by constitutional provisions which guarantee 
that each party is established according to a well-known method, whatever that 
method might be. These constitutional provisions should provide that leaders of 
political parties are chosen by consultation, that funding for these parties as 
well as their actions be public and known to the people. Political parties 
should be accountable to the people who would be well-informed about the party 
when they question it. This is essential for the protection of our party system; 
it is essential to protect our system from corruption which could ultimately 
destroy our political system in its entirety." 


Provincial Government 


"The third question has to do with the division between a national central 
government and decentralization. We had proposed a provincial form of government 
a long time ago. We know that such a provincial form of government is not common 
in constitutional nations, but it was proposed primarily to stay away from the 
excessive centralization which prevailed in Sudan. We must therefore make prog- 
ress and move forward after making our choice in 1967 and putting it into appli- 
cation for some time. We must make progress toward a confederation or a 
federation that would guarantee the provinces broad independence and distribu- 
tion of the national government's powers in a manner that safeguards public 
affairs from the standpoint of defense, the economy or foreign affairs. However, 
in light of what was done in the past under a provincial government, it seems 
that we must first establish a federation on a secure and solid foundation. We 
must guarantee an adequate number of trained personnel and equipped facilities 
for that federation. This must be done before power is turned over to the 
provinces so that this power does not become theoretical power which cannot in 
fact be exercised. 


"Also to guarantee that a provincial government or a decentralized federal 
system will serve the interests of the people rather than the interests of local 
executive authorities, the local system that we establish must be based on total 
consultation so that the country would be governed by the people. These are the 
three major issues to which the Constituent Assembly must devote its attention 
so it can define them and establish them in the constitution." 


Putting an End to the Effects of May 


Mr ‘Abdallah al-Safi: "An examination of our previous experiences over the past 
30 years leads us to believe that the system of government we ought to have in 
the next stage under the constitution must be that of a parliamentary republic, 
not a presidential republic. A presidential republic would ultimately bring back 
dictatorship. We also think that the constitution should provide for public 
liberties; it should provide the freedom to organize political parties and trade 
unions. The constitution should provide freedom for the press. Consequently, all 
emergency laws which limit those freedoms, such as the State Security Law, the 
September 1983 Law and the Trade Union Regulatory Code, should be repealed. 


"We believe that in order to establish democracy on a firm foundation, a 


national method of dealing with fundamental issues which have to do with the 
country's independence, the economic crisis and national unity must become 
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common. Priority should be given to establishing accord and national consensus 
rather than to differences in problems. We also think that the restoration of 
provincial government is a step toward decentralization which is linked to 
democracy and balanced development. 


"These are almost [all] the basic items that have to do with our view of the 
system of government. But we believe that in order for this to be accomplished, 
all the political, economic and legal effects of the May Revolution must be 
totally and completely wiped out. This can be accomplished by enacting a 
people's penal code and a financial accountability law to restore the people's 
wealth." 


An Independent and Ongoing System 


Muhammad Ibrahim Naqd: "With regard to the system of government and the agencies 
of power, we believe that the principal first step is that of wiping out the 
political, economic and social effects of the May Revolution to pave the way for 
a stable democracy in the future. This means that the laws of the May 
Revolution, including the September 1983 laws, are to be repealed; the people's 
stolen wealth is to be restored; and those who committed crimes against the 
people are to be brought to trial. Everything that the May Revolution left 
behind is to be wiped out. 


"This is a basic condition to any discussion about an independent and a stable 
democracy in the future. The second requirement for a stable democracy in the 
future is the existence of a democratic constitution which would take into 
account not just Sudan's multiple parties, but also the reality of the other 
pluralism which can be found in Sudanese society. There are numerous races, 
civilizations, religions, cultures and languages in Sudan. This pluralism can 
exist only under a democratic constitution in a parliamentary republic where 
parliament is sovereign. It cannot exist in a presidential republic. Geographic 
and ethnic representation within that parliament must be broad." 


National Consensus 


"With regard to the modern forces which played a pvrincipal role in the battle 
for independence and in the battles of October and April, we do not believe the 
argument that because, in the final analysis, it is the president who makes the 
decisions, a presidential republic will lead to stability. We think our 
experience with Numayri proved the failure and falsehood of that argument. 
Numayri's powers were very broad, but there was no stability. If we want to 
achieve stability, we must solve the basic problems which Sudanese society is 
suffering from, and we must establish the balances that must exist in the 
legislative and executive agencies of power. In addition we must establish a 
national and ethnic consensus on the kinds of problems we have and the solutions 
to them." 


The Indenendence of the Courts 


"The constitution must safeguard the operational, administrative and financial 
independence of the courts. In no way should the executive authority control the 
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courts. We believe that the constitution must define the regular forces' 
function and role in preserving the country's unity and independence and safe- 
guarding its constitution. The country's forces must not become a tool in the 
hands of adventurers and people who would overthrow the government; they must 
not be utilized to overpower and oppress the people of Sudan. 


"Regarding the other part of democracy, the agencies of power and local rule, 
Numayri's regime distorted the first form of local rule--local popular 
government--as well as its second form--provincial government. We need two 
levels of local government. We need a basic assembly for the province or 
governorate, and we need a council elected from the basic assemblies and chaired 
by an elected chairman. The governor of a province would act as an executive 
within the council, but the decisions would be made by the council. These 
decisions should take into account reducing the costs of local government 
because most of the local government's budget, which comes from taxes, fees and 
other monies that are collected, has been and is still being spent to cover 
administrative costs. None of these funds is being spent for essential local 
services to the people in cities or villages." 


[11 Apr 86 p 6] 


[Text] Al-Turabi: "The economic crisis is threatening our 
national independence." 


Al-Safi: "It is important that the private sector play a role 
in development." 


Political parties' attitudes toward another principal question, the economic 
crisis, take shape in the second installment of our review of the programs 
which political parties proposed to the voters as their members competed with 
each other for seats in the Constituent Assembly. 


The debate which took place between Mr al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, leader of the National 
Ummah Party; Dr Hasan ‘Abdallah al-Turabi, leader of the Islamic Front; 
"Abdallah al-Safi; and Muhammad Ibrahim Naqd proceeded as follows: 


The Second Question: What do you propose to do to overcome this crisis, now that 
the National Conference on the Economy has identified the current economic 
crisis and defined it in terms of the country's foreign debts, the deficit in 
the balance of payments, the continuing decline in citizens' standard of living 
and the decline of basic services? 


Dr Hasan al-Turabi: "One of the most serious questions facing Sudan today is 
that of the difficult economic crisis which has hit the country. Because of 
Sudan's economic weakness this economic crisis has made our country vulnerable 
to losing its political independence. Our country could also lose its unity 
because tension generated by the economic crisis could stir up strife in 
society. We could lose our national unity and our national independence because 
our production and our economy are weak. 


"We wish to affirm that economic policy measures are not the principal 
ingredients in bringing about an economic revival. There can be no economic 
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revival unless the incentives for it come from within society. An economic 
revival requires that lofty principles be set up to provide that society with 
motivation. In all of history there has never been an economic revival in any 
society that was brought about through aid and technical measures. It is the 
incentives that people have to bring about a revival which ensure that they will 
be able to harness nature and derive benefits from it. It is those incentives 
which enable people to intensify their production efforts so as to provide good 
things in their country. 


"Our moral energies must also be mobilized because we've seen how corruption, 
irresponsibility and carelessness can waste our resources and dissipate our 

energies. We've seen how dealings that are based on an adversary relationship 
and on strife could exacerbate our economic crisis. 


"Thus, it is because we wish to mobilize our spiritual energies for the purpose 
of building, working and producing that we want to make our economy a religious 
economy. We want to provide more incentives for people to work. That is why we 
wish to derive from religion the moral energy that would make our performance 
flawless and ensure the justice of the economic revival. Furthermore, in the 
context of an Islamic economy we would be able to guarantee that our democratic 
institutions will become institutions wherein the requirements for revival and 
justice would converge. 


"Investments in our country are not based on a capitalist, exploitative and 
usurious system which creates conflict between powerless groups and well-to-do 
groups. Investments in our country are based on participation and profit- 
sharing. It is a system that guarantees justice even as it guarantees investment 
incentives. The same may be said about our insurance system and its commercial 
dealings. We guarantee that those transactions will provide justice among the 
people. We will never allow money to become concentrated in a few hands no 
matter how much freedom for economic gain we permit. We will guarantee that 
funds will not become concentrated in a few hands, and we guarantee to unite all 
the nation's efforts in the public and private sectors to avoid involvement in 
this debate over what to turn over to the public sector, thereby altering the 
incentives for private enterprise, and what to turn over to the private sector, 
incurring thereby losses because of greed and monopoly. 


"That is why we guarantee that functions in private and public life will be 
streamlined. The state will devote its efforts to building an infrastructure for 
poor people in Sudan who have been ignored. Efforts will be made to develop 
transportation, communications and security services and the law. People will 
then have the freedom to work under a system of regulations, controls and 
general supervision. 


"We will also guarantee that policies will be stable, since nothing has hurt 
Sudan as much as changes in the laws have. Business laws have been changed; 
policies, such as tax and investment policies have teen changed; and governments 
and cabinets have been changed. Thus, every time a step forward is taken, the 
changes that are made force the country to move backward. This causes 
instability in the value of our currency, and when the value of currency is 
changing, business cannot be conducted, nor can there be an economic revival. In 
our international relations we've agreed to rely on foreign financing, and that 
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has led us into a situation in which our economic decisions depend on the wishes 
of those international institutions that subsidize us. 


"A state that wishes to develop its economy must make its economic decisions 
independently, and it must rely on its own efforts. This is related to all 
aspects of independence: cultural, political and economic. And all these are 
aspects of a country's national independence." 


‘Abdallah al-Safi: "First of all, we think that the resolutions of the National 
Conference on the Economy must be adhered to. Second, we think that the people's 
wealth must be restored by enacting a financial accountability law. There is 
something else which has to do with our foreign debts: we believe that a review 
must be made of these debts. Someone should look into how those debts were 
incurred and how the monies were spent. The legal aspects of those debts should 
be examined so that we can consider which debts should be paid back or how else 
they may be dealt with. 


"We believe that pursuing a course of independent development in accordance with 
national wishes and increasing production can bring about improvement in the 
balance of payments. We also do not believe that dealing with the figures, that 
is, reducing the foreign debt, will provide a remedy for the economic crisis. We 
believe that the economic crisis must be remedied by providing citizens with the 
necessities of life and subsidizing basic goods so as to give citizens an 
incentive to increase production because they would feel then that their needs 
are being met. 


"We also think that the salary structure ought to be reviewed. Employees’ 
associations should take part in that review so that differences could be 
eliminated and a connection between salaries and the standard of living 
achieved. We think that the state must go back to providing services for 
citizens because in the past 16 years the state had been protecting the 
interests of a very small group of citizens. We want the state to offer 
educational, health, cultural and other services, and we believe that this is 
the way to get out of the economic crisis. 


"We also believe that stopping the arbitrary expansion in automated farming is 
important so that the requirements of life in the traditional sector can be 
provided. The encroachment of the desert should be halted, and attention should 
be given to our animal resources, which are a basic source of national revenue. 
We also believe that in the field of agriculture we must put emphasis on food 
security and national needs first. We can then develop an export policy. 


"We also believe that it is important for the public sector to play the leacing 
role in development. We believe that all public sector institutions should be 
restored; we believe their problems should be solved; and we believe that democ- 
racy within those institutions should prevail. This does not mean that the pri- 
vate or cooperative sectors have no role to play in development; they do. But we 
think that as far as the economy is concerned, a national policy must be pur- 
sued, and the IMF's conditions rejected. We also believe that the banking system 
must be reformed and the rate of exchange for the Sudanese pound stabilized. 
Foreign and private banks must be eliminated, and government and private banks 


should be allowed to do business. We also think that the law for the Agricul- 
tural Bank should be amended so that the bank can offer loans to poor farmers to 


provide them with practical assistance in the process of development." 
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Muhammad Ibrahim Naqd: "We believe that the first thing to do also is to 
alleviate the hardship endured by the public because of high prices. The 
situation has become unbearable, and any discussions about future plans that do 
not include an immediate beginning of those plans which citizens could see 
every day of their lives and sense in their efforts to meet their daily needs 
are reduced to mere hopes and promises which are made to win votes that the 
public cannot rely upon. The thing to do might be to stabilize the prices of 
basic and essential goods before salaries are increased. Otherwise, the market 
and inflation will eat vp those salaries. 


"Second, we must fight inflation so that prices for basic goods can be 
stabilized. A minimum amount of these basic goods ought to be provided, even if 
that is done by means of ration cards. We believe that Sudan's economy is in a 
state of decline, particularly in the sectors of agricultural and industrial 
production. The plan which is described by the National Conference on the 
Economy is a sound one, considering that it is a short-term plan devised to save 
Sudan's economy. It is a plan that begins with rebuilding the country's agricul- 
tural and industrial production as well as its infrastructure: its transpor- 
tation, communications and energy. The country's fiscal and economic policy as 
well as its banking policy must be subject to this plan. 


"With regard to our foreign business we do not prescribe anything but that which 
would promote production and implement the short-term plan. On the other hand, 
there is a large and growing work force in the state machinery, but we cannot 
terminate people's employment in accordance with IMF recommendations. Instead, 
we should retrain, re-educate and redistribute those workers among the sectors 
of production. This would be an immediate and a quick solution to the short-term 
plan which was devised by the National Conference on the Economy and approved by 
all political parties and trade union representatives. 


"Without this plan there can be no deliverance at the present time and no way 
out for the people of Sudan and for the Sudanese economy. This requires that we 
liberate ourselves somewhat from the IMF's conditions. We will do business with 
the IMF and with the world capitalist system, but our business will be based on 
the needs of the Sudanese economy and not on the needs and recommendations of 
the IMF whose failure has already been proven. Ever since we began applying the 
IMF recommendations in June 1978 by devaluing the Sudanese pound, we've devalued 
our currency 13 times till March 1985. All these devaluations were made by 
Numayri before he was deposed." 


Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi: "Let us first ask what is the condition that we are trying to 
correct? In our opinion that condition may be described as follows: the negative 
effects of declining production and overspending have been considerable. 
Development has been floundering; there is no economic plan; economic management 
is poor; corruption is everywhere; and our posture on foreign aid has been 
passive, submissive and subordinate. Consequently, citizens have endured sheer 
hardship caused by high prices, unemployment, the black market, a decline in 
services, a deficit in the domestic budget, a deficit in our foreign budget, an 
awesome debt, and a decline in the value of the Sudanese pound. The Sudanese 
pound is almost worthless now. It is our opinion and position that the revival 
program defines the method by which the decline can be stopped. We proposed 11 
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points to stop that decline. We must help existing institutions; we must deal 
with the domestic deficit and the foreign deficit; we must promote services and 
provide assistance services on a new basis which does not distort the economy; 
we must reform the banking system; we must rectify the destruction that befell 
the mining industry; we must reform domestic and foreign trade; we must stop 
corruption; we must deal with the housing problem; and we must devote attention 
to the question of rural development. 


"It is all these matters together that we refer to collectively as urgent 
measures. We think that we should develop a new basis for doing business with 
others. For example, we should not meet our large debts until we've had a chance 
to study those debts. We have called for a freeze on all indebtedness affairs 
for 2 years until we complete a detailed study. Our position then will be a 
sound one when we talk to our debtors unequivocally and seriously about what we 
are and are not obligated to pay. 


"The economic plan must be based on serious and well-considered plans in 
different sectors and fields of activity: agriculture, livestock farming and the 
environment. This has to do with the preservation of natural resources; stopping 
the encroachment of the desert; [developing] tourism, industry, domestic and 
foreign trade, mineral resources, water and water resources and energy; 
[improving] transportation, banks and housing; [implementing] the Islamization 
of the economy; and determining the sources of funding. 


"In this regard we wish to say that what has been called the Islamization of the 
economy under Numayri does not deserve that description because the measures 
that were taken then were in fact measures that established a class of 
profiteers who profited through short-term trade and not through real 
investment. All this means that the term 'Islamization' has been distorted. The 
measures that were taken were not true and proper to Islam; they did not deal 
with the question of development and the question of social justice. These are 
matters to which Islam devotes its attention. Included in our plan is a plan to 
aid and develop the different services. We are saying that Sudan has tremendous 
natural and human resources. The problem lies in managing the Sudanese economy 
efficiently so it can correct our country's economic questions. We believe that 
is possible." 


[12 Apr 86 p 6] 


[Text] How can a permanent and comprehensive solution to the 
problem of the south be found? 


A constitutional convention, political expression and part- 
nership with the north may solve the problem. 


Garang is not the only political or military party in the south. 
In this third installment of the interview with Sudan's political leaders 
AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT brought up the problem of south Sudan with ‘Abdallah al-Safi, 


Muhammad Ibrahim Naqd, al-Sadiq al-Mahdi and Dr Hasan al-Turabi. This is the 
question that everyone was asked: How can a permanent and comprehensive solution 
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to the problem of south Sudan be achieved? The men's answers to that question 
were as follows: 


"Abdallah al-Safi: "We believe that the first point in solving the question of 
the south has to do, first of all, with recognizing the reality of the cultural, 
historic and geographic differences between north and south. Such recognition is 
to be followed by rights. This means that south Sudan should have its own 
provincial government, provided that democracy prevail in north and south Sudan 
and provided also that there be development in south Sudan and that something is 
done about backwardness in that part of the country. Development efforts in 
south Sudan must be balanced and integrated with development efforts in the rest 
of the country. In order for that to be achieved there must be an atmosphere of 
free, democratic and positive interaction between citizens in the south and 
citizens in the north. There must also be an educational and a cultural 
rapprochement between the two parts of the country to foster and nurture what 
they have in common and develop a positive relationship between citizens of the 
same country. But to achieve that, the fighting which is taking place in the 
south must be stopped. In that regard we hold that there can be no dialogue 
under the fire of guns and artillery. That is why we asked and are asking the 
Sudanese People's Liberation Movement to abide by an unconditional cease-fire. 
We are asking them to sit at the negotiating table in the context of a national 
reconciliation conference so that the citizens of Sudan can solve their problems 
in a civilized, peaceful and democratic manner. 


"We believe that escalating military activity will complicate matters further. 
Our experience from 1955 to 1986 has taught us that armed military action cannot 
bring about a historic solution to this problem once and for all. We've learned 
that such a solution can be found only through democratic dialogue, provincial 
autonomy, democracy, and the elimination of injustice which the people of the 
province have suffered from as a result of the backwardness that was imposed on 
them by previous administrations and the erroneous method previous governments 
employed to deal with the question of the south. We believe that there is now an 
opportunity to find a permanent, peaceful solution provided we continue our 
efforts to build a firm foundation for our democracy and to practice democracy 
all over Sudan." 


A Glimmer of Hope 


Muhammad Ibrahim Naqd: "I believe that there is a glimmer of hope on the 
horizon. I mean that, first, as a result of the talks between the National 
Grouping's delegation and John Garang a framework for solving the problem has 
been found. This means that all efforts must be devoted to holding a consti- 
tutional convention. Since that framework has been defined, banners promoting a 
military solution have fallen and those promoting a peaceful solution have been 
raised. It is true that the problem will not be solved overnight, and it is true 
that civil wars do not end easily--they fade for a while and then flare up--but 
I believe that by defining the framework of a constitutional convention and by 
defining that convention's agenda, we have taken the first steps on the right 
road. It does not matter how far we have to travel. If we make a joint effort, 
the progress we can make will be faster. 
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"Second, when the convention discusses the future of government in Sudan, it 
will not be discussing the question of the south exclusively. The question of 
the south cannot be settled apart from Sudan's political, economic, racial, 
religious, educational and cultural issues. If we were to go back once again to 
a solution which gives the south a provincial parliament and a national provin- 
cial government, we will not have achieved a proper solution. We will have 
embarked once again on a period of tension during which the agreement we made 
will be violated. That is why all parties--and John Garang is just one party to 
the problem, to the political solution and to the military solution as well-- 
should sit together and make preparations for the constitutional convention that 
will forge a new future for a new and united Sudan. All parties that make up 
Sudan and the Sudanese nationality, regardless of their affiliations and their 
racial identity, are insisting on Sudan's unity, on the kind of government that 
will be agreed to and on the kind of econonmic direction the country will 
pursue. All parties are insisting that the differences which exist between us be 
respected. We believe that this will not only solve the problem of the south, 
but it will also solve the problem of Sudan's remaining backward areas because 
the backwardness of these areas has been linked with the racial, tribal and 
provincial chauvinism which could tear Sudan apart. 


"That is why a constitutional convention which could decide the future of 
government in Sudan is the proper framework for a peaceful, permanent and stable 
solution. It would be useless to engage in discussions, hold conferences and 
make agreements that would be violated 5 years later. Sudan has suffered enough 
division, and its people have endured enough bloodshed. The civil war that's 
been fought in the country has drained the country's human, financial and 
economic resources. That drain has not served the interests of the Sudanese, and 
it has created the possibility of foreign intervention from any source. Such 
intervention could broaden the war. The problem in Sudan must remain a domestic 
problem, and we, the Sudanese, must take care of it and achieve a reasonable 
solution. Based on our experience with the uprising, we must all, as 
individuals, as tendencies and as a political government, learn from the 
mistakes of the past. 


"I believe I can say that we've reached a degree of political maturity and 
national responsibility which enables us to set forth any question and achieve a 
solution for it. Our agreement over a national pact for the uprising provides 
evidence of that. A second piece of evidence is our agreement over a pact to 
defend democracy and a pact for the National Conference on the Economy. We still 
have to reach an agreement over a pact which will be issued by the consti- 
tutional convention to solve the problems of government in Sudan." 


The Problem of Involvement 


Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi: "The problem cf the south is a political manifestation of one 
or more of the following factors: 


"First, there is the inherited difference between the north and the south. In 
the north solidarity is based on Islam and Arabism, but such solidarity is 
lacking in the south. , 
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"Second, there is an acquired difference between north and south. It is due to a 
policy that was called during the age of colonialism the policy of the south. 
That policy sowed the seeds of division and became institutionalized. 


"Third, backwardness prevails over the south more than it does in other areas. 


"Fourth, there is the problem of involvement in public activities. Many souther- 
ners complain that they are not involved in public activities. 


"The basis for a solution to the usual problem of the south was set forth by us 
in a conference for all political parties that I had called for in 1967. That 
basis was implemented to a certain extent in the 1972 agreement. But that agree- 
ment was distorted, and the foundations upon which it was based were distorted 
too. It is that which led to the current escalation in the south whose dangers 
lie in the fact that Garang and those with him are now talking about imposing a 
racial as well as a military coup on Sudan. This means that if they insist on 
this position, they would in fact be seeking a major confrontation in Sudan 
involving bloodshed. In order to address the real problem here we proposed that 
a constitutional convention be held, and we proposed several items for that 
convention, including the relationship between the central government and the 
province; balanced development; equitable involvement in public activities; the 
Arab character; the African character; the division of natural resources; and 
the ethnicity of the armed forces. 


"This is what we proposed. I have now been informed that all parties, including 
Garang and his group, have agreed to these principles as the subjects that ought 
to be discussed. We too drafted a working paper for all these items. And we've 
heard now that the Addis Ababa group has agreed to continue the dialogue at a 
meeting to be held next May 7. We are very much interested in talking with all 
our fellow citizens in the country about the questions that have to be resolved. 
We've tried to communicate that concern to our fellow citizens in the south in 
the hope that we can agree on holding a conference dealing with those matters. 
We believe that if the Sudanese were to get together without any outsiders, they 
will come to an agreement on these matters. But we do believe there are out- 
siders in the picture and that an attempt is being made to force certain things 
on Sudan. Such an attempt must be confronted firmly." 


Let Us Deal with the Root of the Problem 


Dr Hasan al-Turabi: "National policies have disregarded measures taken by 
colonialism even after independence. If we want a radical and a comprehensive 
solution to the probiem, we must turn our attention to its root cause. The root 
cause of the problem is the economic, political and psychological estrangement 
between the south and the north. It is this estrangement which generates sus- 
picion between the two parts of the country, causing them to lose confidence in 
each other and upsetting all settlements that are made to remedy this estrange- 
ment between north and south whose origins must be dealt with and corrected. In 
this regard the public authority has to pay attention first to providing the 
means of transportation that would link the north with the south. The people of 
the north and south are to be brought closer together by applying central 
national educational policies and by making it possible for the media to send 








their messages to the south as well as the north. We can thus ensure that 
government will be able to unite the two sections of the country. However, the 
private sector also has a major role to play in this reagrd. It has to establish 
contacts in the south, sending there any economic and commercial surplus 
activity, religious guidance materials or publications in Arabic. We can thus 
ensure that the relationship between the two peoples will be strengthened and we 
will be able to overcome this psychological estrangement to which we attribute 
all crises. 


"An urgent remedy for the dispute between north and south can be effected by 
means of a settlement in the division of powers. We want all of Sudan to move 
beyond a division into provinces, which is effected by the central government, 
to a broader and a more tolerant division: a federation between each province in 
the north and south and the central government. We think that we would thus be 
taking another step forward toward a system of power distribution that is more 
independent and more reassuring than that of a provincial government, which 
we've already experienced. We can also strike a deal that would enable the south 
to share the wealth with the north and even with the central government and all 
the backward regions in the west and east. This can be done through budget 
appropriations and appropriations for development projects. These could be 
distributed in a manner that would guarantee some justice and allow the backward 
areas to catch up with those areas that are ahead of them. 


"Also, the state can of course provide different policies through which it can 
guarantee the unification of south and north. These are the remedies that must 
be comprised in the constitution. Unless it paves the way for the Constituent 

Assembly, every constitutional settlement that is reached outside that assembly, 
cannot be satisfactory. 


"Numayri struck a private deal behind the people's back, and he allowed himself 
to renege on that deal. But we want to incorporate that deal within the Consti- 
tuent Assembly; we want our representatives to abide by it; and we want them to 
commit the entire country, north and south, to it. Political forces can, of 
course, hold their own constituent convention, but the outcome of such a conven- 
tion must be written down, and that has to be the crux of the solution to the 
question. That is why the international factor, which has intervened in this 
issue and introduced considerable havoc into it, must be isolated. This inter- 
national factor has interjected into the situation a factor that has nothing to 
do with the interests of either north or south, but it does have something to do 
with the interests of the superpowers, which are fighting over Sudan. That 
factor has to do with the ideologies which would like to have a share of Africa 
for themselves. We must also keep terrorism out of this situation since we can 
never accept military terrorism as a settlement in the area of Islamic law. Nor 
can we accept it in relations between south and north or in a system of govern- 
ment in the country. We must strengthen the armed forces so they can liberate us 
from this terrorism and so that the settlement between north and south or rather 
between centralization and decentralization can turn out to be one that is 
satisfactory and based on agreement and acceptance. We want that settlement to 
survive and to last. 
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INHERENT RACISM IN JEWISH LAW, 


"HALAKHA,’ DEBATED 


Friedman Commentary 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALM POST in English 2 Apr 86 p 8| 


[Editorial by Theodore Friedman: 


[Text ] 


IS HALACHA racist? The answer 
depends on Halacha according to 
whom? According to the Orthodox 
religious bloc in the Knesset and the 
Chief Rabbinate, Halacha is racist. 
Otherwise how would one explain 
the amendment put forward by the 
former to include a clause in the 
proposed anti-racist bill specificaily 
exempting Halacha from the provi- 
sions of the law? 

As for the Chief Rabbinate, only 
fairly recently the chief Sephardi 
rabbi declared that according to 
Halacha, it is forbidden to sell or 
lease land and dwellings in Eretz 
Yisrael to non-Jews. His spokes- 
man, in issuing the pronouncement 
to the media, seeking to blunt the 
rabbi's declaration, added that the 
rabbi did not specifically mention 
Arabs. But then whom else could he 
have meant? 

In assuming that the Halacha ts 
racist both the Orthodox bloc and 
the Chief Rabbinate take a position 
that runs counter to that of such 
noted expounders of Halacha as the 
tosafists, whose comments and inter- 
pretations are to be found on every 
page of the Talmud. Moreover, they 
fail to take into account the inter- 
pretation of Rabbi Menachem Merrt 
(13th century), who, after Rashi, is 
one of the most popular and author- 
itative expounders of the Talmud. 
Above all, they disregara what the 
supreme Halachist of all times, 
Maimonides, wrote on the subject of 
the relations between Jews and Mos- 
lems. 


“Halachic Pro...” 





Halacha on relations between 
Jews and non-Jews is based almost 
exclusively on the tractate Avoda 
Zara (Idolatry). Let it be noted at 
once, that this tractate, as its title 
indicates, refers to non-Jews who are 
idolators. Thus, for example, the 
first mishna of the tractate lays down 
the ruling that a Jew is forbidden to 
engage in commercial transactions 
with idolators three days before their 
festivals. But, in the Middle Ages, 
Jews did do business with non-Jews 
on Sundays, the chicf market day at 
the time. Now, it must be recalled, 
that all Jews at the time were other- 
wise meticulously observant of 
Halacha. 

The tosafists resolve the problem 
by a radical re-interpretation of the 
Mishna cited above. In the course of 
their re-interpretation, they write: 
“It is permitted because we are cer- 
tain that the non-Jews among whom 
we live are not idolators.”” Rabbi 
Jacob Tam, an outstanding halachic 
authority, who is frequently cited in 
rabbinic responsa down to this day, 
offers a somewhat different con- 
struction of the Mishna but comes to 
the same conclusion. 


IT REMAINED for Rabbi 
Menachem Meiri to declare empha- 
tically and repeatedly in his com- 
mentary on Avoda Zara that “these 
things (the prohibition to deal with 
idolators three days before their fes- 
tivals and similar prohibitions) were 
said in their time (that of the talmu- 
dic sages) when idolatry was wide- 
‘ 
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spread ... and the worship of heaven- 
ly bodies was a common practice” 
(p.9). In other words, the talmudic 
laws in this regard do not apply to 
Mein's time. And, one adds, cer- 
tainly not in our time. 

As for Maimonides, in his famous 
responsum to Obadiah the prose- 
lyte, he declares quite specifically 
that Moslems are not idolators. If 
this is so, then the ruling laid down in 
Avoda Zara that prohibits the sale or 
lease of land and dwellings to idola- 
tors in Eretz Yisrael does not apply. 

Ultimately, Halacha is the concre- 
tization of the ethos of Judaism. 
That ethos found expression in both 
word and deed. One of the loftiest 
expressions of that ethos is reflected 
in the following statement in the 
Midrash. “I call heaven and earth to 
witness, whether Jew or non-Jew, 
whether man or woman, whether 
slave or bondwoman, so the spirit of 
the Holy One Blessed be He rests on 
each in accordance with one’s 
deeds.” 

As for racism, it is sufficient to 
recall that Judaism was the first 
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religion in the world to institute 
proselytism, the acceptance of stran- 
gers into the fold without regard to 
the proselyte’s colour or race. How 
far the notion of racial purity is 
removed from the ethos of Judaism 
is reflected in the words of the 
Prophet Ezekiel: “Proclaim this 
word of the Lord the Eternal to 
Jerusalem — your origin and birth are 
from the land of the Canaanites, 
your father was an Amorite, your 
mother a Hittite.” 

The egregious assumption that 
Halacha is racist, knowingly or un- 
knowingly, offers aid and comfort to 
Kahanism whose propaganda quotes 
(out) of context and without under- 
standing) sentences from the Bible 
and Talmud in outspoken advocacy 
of racial legislation. Is this what the 
Orthodox bloc in the Knesset and 
the Chief Rabbinate intend? One 
hopes not but fears for the worst. 

The writer is a past president of the 
Rabbinical Assembly (Conservati ve) and 
currently serves as its chairman of the 


Committee on Halacha of the Israel re- 
gion. 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 2 Apr 86 p 8 


[Editorial by Michael Klein: 


[Text ] 


WE WERE all outraged, and justifi- 
ably so, when the United Nations 
passed a resolution ten years ago, 
equating Zionism with racism. This, 
because we believe Zionism is a 
philosophy and a movement for the 
liberation of an oppressed people, 
for the restoration of basic national 
rights to that people, and for the 
establishment of a just and democra- 


tic society in its reclaimed homeland. 


That democratic society was in- 


tended to guarantee equality to all of 
its citizens, and to outlaw racial and 
religious discrimination. These prin- 
ciples were clearly expressed in the 
Declaration of Independence, which 
was signed by the founders of the 
State - secular and religious alike. 


". « « And Con” ] 





One can only be astounded, there- 
fore, to learn that the chief rabbis of 
the State of Isracl, and the Orthodox 
religious partics oppose the prop- 
osed law against racism, and that due 
to their opposition, the final vote in 
the Knesset that was scheduled for 
this week, had been postponed. 


Is it possible that there are certain 
sacred or “kosher” forms of racism 
that are tolerated or even encour- 
aged by Halacha, and that the 
passage of the bill would have out- 
lawed that halachicly sanctioned rac- 
ism? Could this be the unpleasant 
and unspoken reason for Orthodox 
opposition to the law? 


Rather than my answering this 


question, I will let the Halacha speak 
for itself, and the reader can judge: 
Maimonides (1135-1204): “Gentiles, 
with whom we are not at war.....one 
must not directly cause their death, 
but it is forbidden to save them if 
they are about to die. Forexample, if 
he sees one of them fall into the sea, 
he must not pull him out; for it says 
(Lev. 19:16) ‘you shall not stand by 
the blood of your neighbour’ — and 
that (gentile) is not considered your 
neighbour.” (Yad Hahazaka, Laws 
of Murder and Protection of Life 
4:11) (n.b. The same Hebrew word 
“neighbour” is used in Leviticus 
19:18, in the famous phrase “Love 
Thy Neighbour as Thyself.’’) 
Maimonides: “...one is not permit- 
ted to heal gentiles, even for pay- 
ment. But if he (the Jewish doctor) is 
afraid of them, or if there is concern 
about (arousing) hostility, then he 
may heal for payment — but not free 
of charge.” (Yad Hahazaka. Laws of 
Idolatry 10:2) 

Joseph Karo (1488-1575): ‘‘A 
woman in birth is considered like a 
sick person whose life is in danger, 
for whom the Sabbath may be 
violated for any of her needs (such 
as)...lighting a candle... (But) one 
must not assist a gentile woman in 
birth on the Sabbath.” (Shulhan 
Aruch; Ora Haim, Law of Sabbath 
330:1,2) 

Hafetz Haim, (Israel Meir Hacohen 
1838-1933, founding leader of Agu- 
dat Yisrael and 20th-century 
halachic authority) elaborates upon 
the preceding item in his commen- 
tary Mishna Berura: 

“ “One must not assist a gentile 
woman in birth’: not even for pay- 
ment. For even in the weekdays one 
assists them in birth (only) in order 
to avoid hostility.... And the Magen 
Avraham (commentary on Shulhan 
Aruch ) has written that ‘even where 


there is concern for hostility one is 
only permitted (to do activities) that 
do not entail a violation (of the Sab- 
bath).’ And I want you to know that 
even the more acceptable (literally 
“kosher’’) doctors do not observe 
this at all for every sabbath they 
travel many miles to heal gentiles, 
and they personally write (prescrip- 
tions) and prepare medications. But 
they have no (Halacha) upon which 
to base (such action), for even if one 
is permitted to violate a rabbinic 
prohibition, in order (to prevent) 
gentile hostility, one is certainly not 
permitted to violate a biblical pro- 
hibition. And they are considered 
intertional violators of the sabbath — 
God spare them!” 

In a parallel column entitled Biur 
Halacha, the author of Mishna Be- 
rura adds that “the same law applies 
to Moslems” (lit: “Ishmaelites’’) and 
that “regarding Karaites... everyone 
agrees that one may not violate... 
even a rabbinic prohibition (of the 
sabbath in order to save their life). 

These few samplings from the ear- 
liest code by Maimonides through 
the widely authoritative code of 
Joseph Kare, and its 20th-century 
commentary by the Hafetz Hagm 
shed some light on halachic attitudes 
towards non-Jews. It sheds light 
upon those Orthodox lobbies and 
parties who repeatedly try to discre- 
dit and delegitimize non-halachic 
Jews and who would like to exclude 
the majority of our people. 

This might also explain why the 
Orthodox rabbis and politicians 
oppose the law against racism, and 
inter alia, why the founding fathers 
of the State of Israel did not adopt 
the medieval Halacha as the law of 
the land. 

The writer is Dean of the Reform move- 
ment's Hebrew Union College in Jeru- 
salem. 
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CLOSER TRADE RELATIONS WITH UK SURVEYED 


TSRAEL 


Jerusalem THE ISRAEL ECONOMIST in English No 42, Mar 86 pp 24-25 


[Article by Judith R. Maltz] 


{Text ] 


Political and economic factors have 
undoubtedly militated* against closer 
trade relations between Israel and the 
United Kingdom in recent years. Still, the 
latter remains Israel’s largest export 
market in Europe (second only to the US 
worldwide) and its third-largest import 
market, and the volume of bilateral trade 
has been expanding more or less con- 
sistently over the years. 

UK overseas trade statistics for the 
first 11 months of 1985 indicate that 
imports from Israel rose by 3%, reaching 
$527 million, while exports were up by 
14% to $562 million (or $390 million 
excluding diamonds, which generally do 
not originate in the UK). Israel accounted 
for slightly over %% of total British 
imports and the UK absorbed about 7% 
of total Israeli imports. 

Metals, machinery and equipment 
were the UK’s top sales items in Israel, 
wit a 57% share of total exports (ex- 
cluding diamonds). Foodstuffs, textiles, 
and chemicals were next in line, each 
contributing about 10%. Except for 
the cessation of coal sales, a survey of 
the past few years shows no significant 
changes in the make-up of British exports 
to Israel. 

Foodstuffs and textiles accounted for 
42% and 26% of total Israeli exports to 
the UK, respectively. Here again, the 
picture has remained more or less the 
same, although metals, machinery, and 
electronic goods have gained in prom- 
inence in recent years. 

Trade growth has been a consistent 
feature of British-Israeli economic re- 
lations. British sales in Israel climbed 
from $25.6 million in 1950 to $227.7 
million in 1970 and $673 million in 
1980. Israeli exports soared from $11.1 
million in 1950 to $81.4 million in 1970 
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and $465.5 million in 1980. The growth 
of Israeli exports has managed to outpace 
British exports, and today, Israel's trade 
with Britain is virtually balanced. From 
1975 to 1980 in particular, an avid sales 
campaign by Israeli textile manufacturers 
almost doubled total textile exports. 


Political and economic obstacles 


Nonetheless, trade between the two 
countries has not lived up to its full 
potential. The UK lost its Mandate- 
period monopoly on the Israeli market, 
and its share of the Israeli import market 
has declined from 16% in 1979 to 8% 
today. Largely to blame have been the 
Arab boycott against British oil firms 
exporting to Israel, and the British 
government’s policy of forbidding arms 
sales to tension areas. Following the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon, it also 
stopped sales of non-lethal weapons. 
Since oil and military goods rank high 
among Israel’s imports, the resultant 
sales losses have clearly been substantial. 
In addition, many British companies 
fearful of Arab sanctions have shied 
away from doing business with Israel or 
establishing industrial bases in the coun- 
try. Consequently, there is little British 
investment in Israel. 

According to Peter Style, director of 
the British Overseas Trade Group for 
Israel (BOTGI), even though the British 
government is officially against the 
boycott, ‘‘individua! companies are left 
to make their own decisions, which are 
generally unfavorable to Israel. And 
although many British firms do engage 
in business with Israel, they do not 
flaunt it.’ Zohar Peri, deputy director of 
the Foreign-Trade Administration at the 
Israeli Ministry of Industry and Trade, 
believes, however, that the boycott has 








mainly affected the sale of industrial 
inputs, with little impact on consumer 
and high-technology goods. 

Israel has also been less preoccupied 
with the British market. As the country 
has gradually moved away from light 
industries in favor of high technology, 
its marketing efforts have shifted from 
its traditional trading partners in Western 
Europe to North America, especially 
the US, and even the Far East. 


Strengthening economic ties 


Both the Israeli government and 
BOTGI recognize that strengthening 
economic ties is in both countries’ 
interests. BOTGI has brought missions 


of British industrialists to Israel numerous 
times to familiarize them with the Israeli 
market and opportunities. Says Style: 
“Trade is a two-way street. The more the 
British sell here, the more opportunities 
Israel will have to sell there. We are trying 
to get British and Israeli businessmen to 
know each other better.”’ 

For Britain, a major producer of 


machinery and equipment, Israel consti- 
tutes an ideal market as it purchases 
more of chese goods than any other 
country in the Middle East. Unlike con- 
sumer goods, demand for these industrial 
inputs is relatively inelastic, so importers 
need not be concerned about the volatile 
Israeli economy. Most important, how- 
ever, as Israel has become increasingly 
export-oriented, its market for industrial 
inputs has expanded rapidly. BOTGI has 
therefore concentrated on bringing to 
Israel manufacturers of machinery and 
equipment. 

Alan Green, the British Embassy’s 
commercial attache in Israel, says that 
British firms would be well-advised to 
enter Israel's computer-software and 
electronic-inputs markets as well, given 
Israel's heavy emphasis on high tech- 
nology. In the longer run, he believes 
that as Israel comes to rely more on coal, 
British coal-handling-equipment suppliers 
will find themselves a very lucrative 
market. 

Beyond pure sales, the Israeli govern- 
ment is interested in promoting joint 
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ventures between Israeli and British 
firms, particularly in research and de- 
velopment, It is also trying to make 
British investors aware of the benefits 
of setting up a manufacturing base in 
Israel in light of both Israel’s Free-Trade 


Area agreement with the US, and its 
highly skilled but inexpensive labor 
force, “There is a general ignorance 
about Isracl,” notes Style. “Isracl simply 
docs not have the same reputation fon 
sophistication in Britain that it docs in 
the US. It tends to get Jumped together 
with the other underdeveloped Medi- 
terrancan and Middle Eastern countries.” 


UK-ISRAEL TRADE 1950-1984 
($ millions) 
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Trade still substantial 


While the UK is no longer Isracl's 
primary import market, its presence is 
still heavily felt. Isracl today is Britain's 
fourth-largest customer in the Middle 
Kast and U3th-largest in’ the world, 
outside the EEC. Between 1974 and 
1984, UK exports to Isracl grew by 78%, 
and Isracl today purchases more goods 
from the UK than either Grecce or 
Portugal, two newcomers to the Common 
Market whose populations are more than 
double Isracl’s. Israel also imports more 





from the UK than do Llatnwan, Mexico, 
Brazil, most Communist Bloc countrics 
and many other developing nations, 

Conversely, im the ERC Isracl’s 
most active trading region in the world 
the UK accounts for one-quarter of total 
Israch exports. Marks and Spencer, for 
example, a major purchaser of Isracti 
textiles and loodstulls, has been a prime 
force behind the growth of these exports 
to Britain, And because of its concern 
with high quality and quality control, the 
firm has taueht Isroch) industrialists a Jot 
about doing business in the UK, according 
to Pern. Other major British customers 
include Debcnhams/Burtons, Pesco, Sains- 
bury, Safeway, Waitrose, and Harrods. 

Issacl will clearly have to plant. it- 
sell more firmly on British soil by setting 
up | marketing and servicing networks 
before it can) significantly increase the 
scope and diversity of its exports, and 
penctrate the country’s high-technology 
market, Indeed, several of Isracl’s “giants” 
already have bases in the country, 
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Another factor that should foster an 
“apen door” policy is Israel's duty -trec 
stavus in the British market and Britain's 
imminent duty free treatment in the 
Isracti market, Style mostists: “Israchs want 
to buy British, Phey trust us.” Lhe 
statistics Sscem to stuipport him: bilateral 
trade between the two countries Is fore 
casted’ to reach 81.5 billion in 1986, ® 





ISRAEL 


RECENT OIL DEAI. WITH ECUADOR REPORTED 
TA160835 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 16 Apr 86 p 3 
{Report by Yehuda Sharoni] 


[Text] Israel recently made the first oil deal of its kind with Ecuador, an 
OPEC member. Through a third party, Israel purchased 335,000 barrels of oil 
worth $5 million in a barter [last word in English] in the framework of which 
the Ecuador national airline eliminated a $5 million debt to Israel Aircraft 
Industries. Recently a growing number of trade-offs have been implemented 
between Israeli firms and Latin American countries. 


Israel purchases two-thirds of the oil it consumes from three countries: 
Egypt, Mexico, and Norway, and the rest through spot purchases (the supply of 
oil from Norway has been stopped because of a strike there). 


Israel recently considered buying oil from Nigeria, which is also a member of 
OPEC, and made the deal dependent on the renewal of diplomatic relations. 
Over the past few years the possibility of also purchasing oil from Indonesia 
and Venezuela has been considered. 
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ISRAEL 


BILD REPORTS ON PLANNED FRG-ISRAELI WEAPONS DEAL 
DW231240 Hamburg BILD in German 23 Apr &6 pp l, 6 


[Richard Voelkel report: "Bonn Secret; Submarines for Israel" 


[Text] bLonn and Jerusalem are nevotiating extensiv eapons deals. Involved 
are three submarines worth DN240 million and a supply of engines for the 


Israeli "Leo" supertank. 


Also on the list of requests by Israeli military representatives is training 
flights in the European "Tornado" aircraft. The highly modern plane is to 
be tested against captured Soviet weapons (such as tanks and artillery). 


The federal government is in principle for the weapons deal, because it would 
safeguard many thousands of of jobs in the suffering shipyard industry. 


The Federal Security Council, tlhe most secret government body, will soon deal 
with the German-Israeli weapons deal. 

In return, the Israeli will sell us small, unmanned tarret planes (drones), 
which are needed tor exercises. 
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ISRAEL 


EAST JERUSALEM ELECTRIC APPEALS TO HIGH COURT 
TA131145 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 13 Apr 86 p 3 
[ITIM report ] 


[Text] The East Jerusalem Electric Corporation has filed an appeal with the 
High Court of Justice, claiming that the Israeli Government is trying to clamp 
down on it and force it to give up its franchise on the supply of electricity 
to the Jewish neighborhoods in east Jerusalem. 


The appeal was submitted against the energy and infrastructure minister. The 
corporation asked the court, through its attorneys, Shlomo Tusia-Kohen and 
Felicia Langer, to instruct the energy and infrastructure minister to lower 

the price of electricity that East Jerusalem Klectric purchases from the Israeli 
Electricity Company in order to guarantee the corporation some profits. The 
appeal maintains that the corporation is forced to purchase approximately 95 
percent of its consumption from its Israeli counterpart. 


"The Israeli Government has placed obstacles before the appellant, both by 
denying it permission to purchase and import generators for the renovation of 
its equipment, and by causing problems regarding approval for the rates it may 
demand of its consumers. This has resulted in the corporation being forced to 
sell electricity at a loss and it has found itself in fnancial distress," SAYS 
the appeal. 


The appellant maintains that 4 years azo it purchased a generator, but has 
since been denied approval to install it, since the procedures required to } 
tain approval for the installation have been halted at the national plannin 


and construction council [as published]. ‘The non-use of the generator has 
forced the corporation to purchase high priced electricity from the Israel 
company. The appeal includes various examples which, the appellants believe 


prove the discrimination. 
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ISRAEL 


JLWISH UNDERGROUND MEMBERS DENIED APPLAL 
TAL40904 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0800 GMT 14 Apr 86 


[Text] The Supreme Court has rejected the appeals by the State and the five 
members of the Jewish terror organization on the sentences the defendants were 
given by the District Court. Our correspondent Avshalom Ginosar says that the 
Supreme Court's decision means that the five will have to complete the original 
sentences handed down to them by the District Court. Three of them will appear 
before the Prisons Service's Release Committee today, because two-thirds of 
their prison terms will be completed early next month. They are: Yitzhagq 
Novik, Hagay Segal, and Natan Nathanson, who were given 3 years in jail. The 
two other prisoners whose appeals--both their own and the State's--were re- 
jected are: Baraq Nir, who was given a term of 6 years in jail, and Hayim 
Ben-David, who was sentenced to 3 and 1/2 years in prison. 


Justices Me'ir Shamgar, Shlomo Levin, and Eli'ezer Goldbert explained their 
decision by saying that the Supreme Court is not in the habit of interfering 
with sentences that have been handed down, unless they involve a substantial 
deviation from the sentence that should have been given. They claimed that 
with regard to Hayin Ben-David, Yitzhaq Novik, llagay Segal, and Natan 
Nathanson, they believe the District Court handed them rather lenient sen- 
tences, but this does not constitute a real deviation from the proper punish- 
ment. As regards baraq Nir, the jvstices maintained that there is no question 
that a 6-year jail sentence is exceptionally lenient given the deeds committed. 
At the same time, they decided against a stiffer sentence for two main reasons: 
first, because he was cajoled by his elder brother, Sha'ul Nir, and second, 
because they wanted to put his penalty on a par with the one given to 

Yitzhaq Ganiram, who committed similar deeds. 


‘the justices added that the defendants' argument that they be shown under- 
standing in view of the time and the place of the circumstances is unacceptable. 
jhe justices claimed that such understanding would imply tacit acceptance of 
acts in which the people took the law into their own hands. 


The five defendants expressed their satisfaction with the court's decision. 
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AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS INCREASING 


ISRAEL 


Jerusalem THE ISRAEL ECONOMIST in English No 42, May 86 pp 22-23 


{Article by Samuel J. Cohen] 


[Text ] 


lor the first four months of the 
1985-86 scason, which began October 1, 
1985, total FOB returns on fresh-citrus 
exports were up 2% over the same period 
last year. Earnings on non-citrus fruit, 
primarily avocado, rose 15%. Vegetable 
exports (including melons and _ straw- 
berrics, since they grow in the ground) 
increased by 39%. And Israel's flower and 
plant sector truly blossomed with 41% 
higher export revenucs than in 1984-85. 
Although a slow start and low prices on 
cotton exports reduced total fresh-export 
figures for October-January, the overall 
1985-86 scason results are expected to be 
at least 5% above last ycar’s $500-million 
total, despite an expected $30-million 
decline in cotton revenucs. 

The market success of most Isracli 
export crops results from many years of 
research, field-cxtension work, logistics 
investments, and market development, 
but the major factor boosting this year's 
export income is the strength of European 
currencies against the US dollar. While 
most Isracli industrial exports are sold 
abroad through dollar contracts, the 
country’s major agricultural exports 
excluding cotton and peanuts -. are 
shipped to Isracli exporters’ branches or 
agents in Europe on a consignment basis. 
The local currency price of the produce 
at market determines the dollar amounts 
returned to farmers in Isracl. Thus, the 
drastic fall of the dollar against British, 
French, Dutch, and German currencies 
has meant a windfall for most Israeli 
growers. In mid-February 1986, the f£ 
Sterling was worth 30% more in dollars 
than it was in February 1985, with the 
other major E.uro-currencies gaining a full 


40%. 
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Flowers are blooming 


Isracli moshavim produce over 800 
million flowers for export cach season, 
The blooms are shipped by the govern- 
ment/grower-owned Agrexco firm under 
the “Carmel” label, and by several pri- 
vate firms, and many growers scll their 
flowers directly in Dutch and German 
flower auctions through arrangements 
with the Flower Board of Isracl. This 


season, despite no shortages in furope, 
most varicties are fetching surprisingly 
high prices cven after the traditional 
Christmas and Valentine's Day peaks. 
Export quantitics are identical to last 
year’s, with carnations, roses, and gyvp- 
sophila — the small, lacy, white blooms 
used in many floral arrangements — lead- 
ing. liouse plants and exotic cut flowers 
are the fastest-growing new items. 


Israeli vegetable shipments are running 
slightly ahead of last year’s pace - with 
about 23,000 tons shipped through 
January but behind forecasts. The 
financial difficultics of many moshavim, 
which carry heavy debts from previous 
ycars’ investments, have prevented them 
from increasing vegetable exports this 
year. Growers have cither maintained 
production levels or sent more produce to 
local markets, thus saving the considerable 
packing and sclection costs included in 
export. 

European vegetable prices have been 
mixed, with moderate declines in most 
products (except for celery and straw- 
berries). But the improvement in the 
exchange rate has saved the day. Two 
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examples: Isracli iceberg lettuce ts selling 
in Amsterdam for 7% tewer florins this 
year than last year. But the 41% rise in 
the florin against the dollar still returns 
17% more dollars to Isracli growers, 
Even better, Isracli strawberrics sold in 
brankturt for DM20 this February, versus 
DM1I9 a year ago. A carton of strawberries 
sold for $5.78 in 1985; this year, the 
return is $8.52, a 47% jump. And with 
dollar-denominated — air-shipment — costs 
declining along with oil prices, these sale 
prices mean an even larger increase in 
prices paid to farmers. 


Citrus stabilizing 

isracl’s fresh-citrus industry had several 
difficult years in the early 1980s, as the 
strong dollar cut into profitability on 
kuropean exports and demand for 
traditional orange varieties leveled off. 
As a result, groves were uprooted, exports 
shrank, and the Citrus Marketing Board 
of Isracl began — and continues — organi- 
vational restructuring to cut overhead 
and improve quality control, In the 1984 
85 season, severe frosts in Spain and the 
US and citrus canker in Florida raised 


Luropean prices sharply. This year, 
Luropean prices have returned to more 
traditional levels, but despite smaller 


Isracli export quantities — the exchange- 





rate improvement has yielded a 275 in- 


crease in F OB earnings since October 1985. 

Avocado exports will increase 
Avocado leads Isracl’s non citrus trun 

sector with 60,000 tons to be exported 


this year, as in L9O8D-85. The Trench 
market buys two-thirds of Isracl’s avo 
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cados, but this yoar Germany, buelend, 
Italy, and Scandinavia bave all nereased 
then orders. I bese Mcreases are a hopetul 
sno for Tsrach market planners, sine 
recently ophinted groves will produce 
close to LOO O00 tons of avocados for 
export within four years, Prices are mixed 
nn comparison toy por vious seasons, with 
only the British market reporting local 
curreney price mercases, but again new 
exchanee rates boosted revenues by 10% 
In October January. 

Sharontruit, an Israch seedless per 
simimon variety is a fast wrowme addition 
to the “Carmel” line, with this year’s 
CXports double the 1000) tons shipped 
in L9ORERSD, Also generating substantial 
business for the tist time are such 
exotic fruits as kiwi, feyova, and anona, 

Not) all agricultural exports benefit 
from the fall of the dollar. Increased 
world cotton production, particularly in 
China, has created a glut onworld markets 
Spice carly LORS. knockine one-third 
olf dollar-cdenominated cotton contracts 
mothe past To months, On top of that, 
after Israch’s TOS DRS crop was plagued 
by exeess mornsture, customers delayed 
reorders until the T9OXD 8G crop was 
inspected. Despite a mearly 10" drop im 
Israch quantities shipped through January , 
cotton olfieials beheve that this vear's 
exports will reach last) season's total of 
S1P.000 tons, but receipts will bye if 
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Israel's Fresh Agricultu ral-Export 
Markets 





least one-third less than last vear's 
Despite the benefits of the current 
season, Israch farmers and agricultural 
Officiols are concermed with WM proving 
future trade conditions in the Luropean 
Leonomic Community. The entry of 
Spatrnoand Portugal inte the Common 
Market this year will dramatireally ine recs 
compctition among suppliers of Medtter 
ranean trams and vegetables, as the new 
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LLC members’ products will gradually 
enpo, tartll-lree market access. 
Spam os already a powerhouse pro 


ducer and exporter of citrus and winter 
veectables, often durime the Israel season, 
and it is expected to make mayor inroads 
in Israch’s cut flower, avocado, and cotton 
matthets. Usrach goods have tntil mow 
enpoved oa tarndtt advantage over much 
Spanish produce in the EEC as a result of 
a 1975 avreement, which selectively 
reduced) tariffs on Israeli avricultural 
trade and orendered = Israchi tachustrial 
production duty-free. (In return, the 
Israch market will eventually be duty tree 
for ERC industrial goods.) But) wath 
Spain's ww acess to the Common 
Market, Isract will gradually lose its ad 
vantages over that country, and those 
Israé@li products on which duties haven't 
been reduced (towers, lettuce, and 
chinese lettuce, among others) will be 
come extremely vulnerable to Spanish 
Competition, 

Ihe banrepean Council of Ministers 
has recognized this problem for Isracl 
and other Mediterranean countries de 
pendent on Buropean markets, and it has 
propascd tari! eliminations on limited 
quantitics of certain imports from these 
nations for specified annual pe riots, 

Isroch ooffftetals are negotiating the 
specibne terms of the new BEC proposals 
to insure that Israch agriculture will be 
able to adapt to future market realities 
without beme bound by restrictions 
based solely on traditional trade flows, & 








ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


KAKH CLAIMS CAR BOMBING RESPONSIBILITY--Five cars belonging to residents of the 
Old City of Jerusalem have been burmed and another 20 were sabotaged. Our 
correspondent Moshe Nussbaum reports that the KAKH movement has claimed that 
this was done in retaliation for the murder of Mrs Zehava Ben-'Ovadya yester- 
day [Jewish East Jerusalem businesswoman; motive for murder not yet deter- 
mined] and the attack on the bus that was traveling toward Neve Zuf 2 days 

ago. [Text] [Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0827 GMT 14 Apr 86 TA] 
19274 
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OMAN 


BRIEFS 


EARTH TREMORS LIN AL-SUWAYQ--Muscat, 19 Apr (ONA)--Three successive earth 
tremors shook the province of Al-Suwayq at about 1225 local time [0325 CMI] 

on 13 April. The earth tremors occurred in four areas of the Al-Suwayq 
Province--Al-Suq, Al-Osrihah, Batha' Jabir, and Batha' al-Harf. Each of the 
three earth tremors lasted | second. The earth tremors occurred at 1l-second 
intervals. MThe third earth tremor was more severe than the earlier two. The 
tremors did not cause any loss of life or damage to property. [Text] [Muscat 
ONA in Arabic 1029 GMT LO Apr 86 GF] /9274 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


OPPOSITION LEADER CRITICIZES EVENTS IN ADEN 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 1-7 Mar 86 pp 24-25 


[Interview with Muhammad ‘Ali Haytham, former prime minister of South Yemen, 
by Hamidah Na'na': "Situation Unlikely to Stabilize. Tribal Struggle a 
Definite Possibility"; in Cairo, date not specified] 


[Text] Events in South Yemen still occupy the attention of all those who are 
concerned with the experience of this country or the security and stability 
of the area as a whole. It appears that understanding these events and the 
truth of what actually occurred and trying to deduce or figure out what will 
happen next will take some time. 


In this context, ATL-TADAMUN met with Mr Muhammad ‘Ali Haytham, a historical 
leader of the National Front that ruled South Yemen after independence and 
former prime minister who has been living in a modest apartment in Cairo with 
his wife and two children since the time he disagreed with his colleagues in 
the Front and chose to live outside South Yemen and subsequently take part in 
opposition activity against the government of his old comrades. Below is the 
text of the interview. 


[Question] Events in South Yemen have prompted many people to question the 
validity of raised slogans and their appropriateness for a backward tribal 
reality. As a leader of the National Front that, along with other parties 

and organizations, led the war of liberation, as an official who assumed 
important positions after independence (minister of the interior, then prime 
minister), as a "socialist" who went to Moscow to study Marxism and rubbed 
elbows with Soviet leaders and understood their vision of Third World countries, 
as a political refugee and as deputy secretary of the "National Grouping" 

which opposes the regime in South Yemen, from all these positions how do you 
explain recent events in Yemen? 


[Answer] We cannot understand recent events in Yemen apart from the history 
of the national movement itself or apart from the history of the National 
Front which assumed power after independence. History will help us 
considerably in understanding the present. What happened today is the product 
of that history and was no surprise to us. We persistently warned against it, 
but no one heard us. Indeed, we were often accused of reaction and, in the 
wake of this ever-present charge, dialogue between us and many national 

forces in the Arab world has stopped. 
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[Question] Well, Can you tell us about the history of the National Front: 
Where was it formed? What ideologies have left their stamp on it? How did it 
come to embrace Marxism? What influence have the historic leaders of the Arab 
Nationalists’ Movement had on it and what influence have the conflicts among 
these leaders had on the experience of Yemen itself? 


[Answer] From the historical point of view, national movements and parties 
had an influence on Yemeni students studying in Arab countries, in Cairo, 
Damascus, Beirut, and Baghdad specifically. These students belonged to 
political organizations. Some of them joined the Arab Socialist Ba'ath party 
and others found their way to the communist movement. Most of them joined the 
Arab Nationalists' Movement which was founded in the fifties. Upon their 
return home, these students began propagating the thoughts they had carried 
with them from abroad. The Arab Nationalists’ Movement had the largest 

share of such propagation and thus a large number of young men joined it. A 
regional command for this movement was formed in Yemen and it united with 
some other political forces to resist the British. 


[Question] But the Arab Nationalists’ Movement suffered from dissention in 
1968. What effect did this have on the National Front in Yemen and did it 
clearly release one current against another or did differences interact within 
the front to end in liquidations such as what has happened so far? 


[Answer] By virtue of the historic relationship between us and the Arab 
Nationalists’ Movement, its influence on us was more ideological than 
organizational. Perhaps this is the right time to say something about this 
dissention. After living through the 1967 debacle, the movement leaders should 
have stepped up and adhered to the national line. Unfortunately, they did 

the opposite, believing that nationalism was the cause of the defeat. Thus, 
they turned to Marxism-Leninism and this had an influence on the organization 
and the leadership in Yemen ideologically more so than organizationally. 

In other words, the two conflicting lines in the Arab Nationalists’ Movement 
reverberated in Yemen within the Front. 


[Question] Was the organization in Yemen independent? 


[Answer] The organization in Yemen was independent from the time the National 
Front assumed the command of the war of liberation, thus creating a 
relationship between completely independent organizations: the Arab Nationalists' 
Movement and the National Front. Several meetings were held by the Arab 
Nationalists’ Movement in Beirut between 1964 and 1965 without the presence 
of representatives from the National Front or the Yemeni regional command. 


p 
[Question] Some accuse Nayif Hawatmah of being behind the National Front's 
orientation toward Marxism and the Soviet Union. This means that the 
dissention which occurred in Amman in 1968 did not have a direct organizational 
effect, but it did push’ the Front's entire leadership toward the option put 
forth by a faction of the Arab Nationalists’ Movement, namely the Nayif 
Hawatmah faction. 


[Answer] After our country attained independence, Nayif Hawatmah visited Yemen. 
Movement had started to 


1 


Signs of differences within the Arab Nationalists 











emerge and Nayif was thus able to move this difference to Yemen and to 
encourage many of the Front's leaders and cadres to embrace radical Marxist 
theses. For example, he urged some of them to take nationalization and 
violent steps which did not sit well with the people. For before the British 
guns fell silent and before we had a chance to catch our breath, divisive 
slogans were being raised among comrades in arms such as "this one is 
backward," "that is a progressive," "this is a Marxist," and "that is a 
nationalist." Nayif Hawatmah played a key role in consecrating this current. 
He pushed the comrades to enact the first land reclamation law in the area 
and to dismantle the administrative apparatus inherited from the British, 

as well as to undermine military and security organizations, proceeding from 
the Leninist state concept which Lenin preached following the October 
Revolution which was based on the "destruction of structures established by 
czarism, to be replaced by structures of a modern state." All this occurred 
before the Front's 4th conference which was held in March 1968: this was the 
conference in which dissention occurred in Amman. 


[Question] Who were the leaders in charge in the south at that time and were 
they all from the Arab Nationalists’ Movement? 


[Answer] The leaders who were there at the time were the same ones who led 

the war of liberation, namely Qahtan al-Sha'bi, Faysal 'Abd-al-Latif al'Sha'bi, 
Sayf al-Dali'i,'Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il, Nur al-Din Qasim, ‘Abd-al-Bari Qasim, 
Muhammad 'AliHaytham, Ja'far ‘Ali ‘Awad, Ahmad Salih al-Sha'ir, Muhammad 

Ahmad al-Bishi, ‘Ali 'Antar, Salih Muslih, ‘Ali Shayi', ‘Ali ‘Abd-al-‘Alim, 
Salim al-Kindi, Faysal al-'Ibri, Faysal al-'Attas, ‘Ali Salim al-B'd, Faysal 
ibn Shimlan, ‘Abdallah al-Khamir, ‘Ali Nasir, Khalid Baras, Muhammad Salim 

ibn Akkush, ‘Abd-al-Malik Isma'il, ‘Ali Salih, Badir Muqbil, Mahmud ‘Ashish and 
"Ali Salim Rubay'’. 


[Question] Can yeu, based on the Marxist analyses you embraced later on, 
classify the class group to which these people belonged? 


[Answer] Most of them were sons of tribal leaders or clan chiefs. But in the 
economic class sense, they all belonged to the impoverished class. 


[Question] How do you assess today's recent events and how can they be 
explained? Is it true that ‘'Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il was the one who set them 
in motion? 


[Answer] The explanation we, as political opposition, see, without 
incriminating anyone, can sum up in the following points: 


- Ruling party autocracy. 


- Absence of broad participation by political forces and personalities in the 
political decision-making process. 


- Failure to achieve unity with the North because the only breathing space the 
regime in the South has is to resort to local bigotry and internal 
liquidations, while unity with the North will certainly create more universal 
and more advanced economic, social, and political relations. And so long 

as the situation in the South is maintained, the area will suffer instability. 
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[Question] During the recent events, was it the first time that the tribes 
were brought in as elements in the conflict or have the fighting forces 
turned to them in every dispute? 


[Answer] The theoretic view the regime wanted to apply to Yemen had nothing 
to do with reality. The tribes became Marxist in word only, but adhered to 
tribalism, customs, and powers in reality. In light of the tribal balance 

of power, we can explain the dissention of this or that personality. For 
example, 'Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il's trip to Moscow in 1980 was prompted by the 
fact that he did not enjoy strong tribal support inside South Yemen. The 13 
January 1986 events were a natural consequence of these relations that kept 
on growing within the ruling organization in South Yemen whereby the 
leadership conceived the alliances to be class alliances while in fact they 
were purely tribal ones. If we are to look at things as they really are, we 
can say that an alliance existed between al-Dali' tribes, to which ‘Ali ‘Antar 
and Muslih Shayi’ belong, and the Yafi' tribes, to which Salim Salih 
Muhammad and Fadil Muhsin belonged and the Hadramawt tribes, or part of them 
represented by ‘Ali Salim al-Bayd and Salih Munsir al-Sayli. These tribes, 
represented in government by their symbols, allied themselves with other 
political personalities with no tribal base such as 'Abd-al-Fattah Isma'‘il 
and Mahmud ‘Ashish against ‘Ali Nasir and his tribal base (Abyan-Duthaynah 
al-'Awazil-al-Fadli), and some of the Shabwah, al-'Awaliq, and Bayyan tribes, 
in addition to other political figures and elements with no tribal base such 
as the Badib family and Anis Yahya. To sum up the situation, the struggle 
was a struggle for power in which the tribal base was abused in the worst way. 


[Question] Do you have confirmed information about the events’ scenario? As 
you have noticed, we have been hearing cenflicting views and accounts. 


[Answer] Prior to the conference it was agreed that the members of the old 
central committee would stay, provided that the other elements are added as 
principal members, and new candidates are shared by the two warring parties: 
the ‘Ali ‘Antar side and the ‘Ali Nasir side. Moreover, the number of 
politburo members was cut from 11 to 7 and it was agreed that ‘Ali ‘Antar would 
have 3 and ‘Ali Nasir would have 3. This meant the dismissal of three of the 
staunchest opponents of ‘Ali Nasir: ‘Ali Shayi' Hadi, Salih Nasir al-Sayli and 
Salim Salih Muhammad. The conference was convened on this basis and the base 
party organizations in the governorates were elected within 3 days only. 
Presently, the conference was held as scheduled and all documents were ratified. 
The last session, during which the party's 107 member central committee, 77 
principal and 32 reserve members, was held and thereafter the conference 

was adjorned temporarily to give the committee time to elect a politburo. At 
this point, the conference ended and disagreement spread. In the central 
committee meeting, they disagreed over the politburo on grounds that so long 

as a political conciliation had been reached, the politburo was supposed 

to stay as it was with the addition of new elements, just as happened with 
regard to the central committee. Conflict over this matter lasted 3 days with 
the ‘Ali ‘Antar faction ultimately coming out on top. The old politburo 
members (‘Ali Nasir, ‘Ali ‘Antar, Abu Bakr Badib, ‘Ali Badib, Anis Yahya, 
"Abd-al-Ghani 'Abd-al-Qadir, Salih al-Sayli, Salim Salih Muhammad and ‘Abd- 
al-'Aziz al-Dali) stayed on and three other names were added: ‘Abd-al-Fattah 
Isma’il, ‘Ali Salim al-Bid, and Ahmad Musa'id Husayn. After the conference, 





the politburo was supposed to hold periodic meetings to draw up a practical 
program for implementing resolutions adopted during the conference. ‘Ali Nasir 
was called upon to do this task in his capacity as secretary general of the 
central committee. He procrastinated, however, out of his belief that the 

new formula was not in his favor, for his enemies had grown by two: ‘Abd-al- 
Fattah and ‘Ali Salim al-Bid. Two weeks after the end of the conference, last 
1 November, a session was held and upon seeing the size of the agenda (note: 
one item on the agenda was reformation of the government with all its 
organizations), which included a reexamination of party and state organization, 
local leaderships and the secretariat at the governorate level as well as 
setting a date for People's Assembiy elections. Besides this agenda, ‘Ali 
Nasir was presented with a new option: either the party's general secretariat 
or the presidency. If he opted for the secretariat, ‘Ali ‘Antar would get 

the presidency and if he opted for the presidency, 'Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il 
would get the secretariat. ‘Ali Nasir realized that the whole affair was a 
plot against him, so he began provoking the situation by touring the 
governorates. No sooner did he arrive at one governorate than ‘Ali ‘Antar 

war right behind him. Following a visit to Bulgaria at the end of December, 
another demand to convene the politburo was made and the airplane affair 

gave urgency to this matter. 


[Question] What is the true story of the airplane? 


[Answer] There was a plane carrying 75 military officers and NCO's coming 
from al-Mihrab to Aden. Most of the officers were ‘Ali ‘Antar followers and 
the airplane blew up in the air after take off. ‘Ali ‘Antar accused ‘Ali 
Nasir of being behind the explosion, and in this kind of a climate, the 
politburo was asked to cunvene. No one from the ‘Ali Nasir group attended 
while Haydar al-'Attas and ‘Abd-al-'Aziz al-Dali were out of the country. 

It seems that "Ali Nasir issued orders to the guard to go into the politburo 
meeting to kill everyone in the room and this is what actually happened. 
However, Salih Muslih, Salim Salih Muhammad and Salih Munsir al-Sayli were 
late to arrive at the meeting and, therefore, were not hurt at first. They 
are the ones who led the struggle later on. 


Our assessment is as follows: What happened was a massacre at all levels. 
A political massacre of the party, the historic leaders, the state and the 
organizations. It was a popular massacre as well, the number of casualties 
too large to estimate. 


[Question] Can the present situation be maintained? 


[Answer] This is unlikely for, notwithstanding that 'Ali Nasir no longer has 
fighting forces inside the country-even the political leaders left the country 
with him, it is very possible that matters will develop into a tribal struggle 
because the events have created a desire for revenge among the tribes. We 

all know what this means. The situation in the camps has reached the point 

of murder on the basis of identity because names have tribal significance. 








[Question] You as an opposition and a grouping, what program do you put forth 
as an alternative to the existing order? 


[Answer] We put forth a program based on the necessity to form a broad 
democratic national front composed of all the various political forces that 

can guarantee the establishment of a regime that believes in political 
multi-lateralism and guarantees the establishment of excellent friendly relations 
with neighboring Arab countries as well as prompt unity with the northern 

part of our country, especially since the current government is a national 


government and leadership. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


KLSHTMAND SPEAKS ON POLITICAL SETTLEMENT AT KRLMLIN RECEPTION 
LD230708 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0426 CMT 23 Apr 86 


[lexz] habul, 22 Apr (BAKHTAR)--The revolutionary and nonaligned Afghanistan 
beiny an Asian country has a special interest in enrusiny pecce and security 
in Asia, said Soltan ‘Ali Keshtmand, Politburo member of the Central Committee 
of the PDPA and chairman of the Council of Ministers of the DRA when ‘ie was 
speaking at a reception held in Kremlin Palace. 


Pursuing such a policy, S. A. Keshtmand added, the state of the DRA has set 
forth clear proposals for the political solution of the situation around 
Afghanistan. The measures taken by the state of the DRA is in full conformity 
with che Soviet conception to establish peace in Asia. 


Soltan ‘Ali Kesntmand in his speech emphatically referred to the statement made 
by M. S. Gorbachev in the 27th Soviet Party Congress on the agreed terms of the 
Stage-by-stage withdrawals of tue Soviet settlement is reached guaranteeing 

the real termination of the armed intervention from abroad into the internal 
affairs of Afghanistan and its non-recurrence. 


The adoption of such an approach, he stressed, is an obvious manifestation of 
the serious inclination of the DRA and the Soviet Union for finding a politi- 
cal settlement of the situation around Afghanistan. 


Now we are awaiting such a responsible and realistic approach from the other 
side as well, the chairman of the Council of Ministers said. Unfortunately, 
Pakistan which is in word in favour of the normalisation of its relations 
with the DRA but in deed it intensifies its interventions into the internal 
affairs of Afghanistan which is organized by the United States and its allies 
and the reaction of the region. 


However, the efforts made by the enemies of the April revolution for reversing 
the events to the darkness of the past is doomed. The awakened and revolution- 
ary people of Afghanistan will not allow their enemies to fulfill their ominous 
plans, said S. A. Keshtmand. 


The party and state of the DRA and its people, he emphasized, have been enjoy- 
ing the reliable support of the Soviet Union, the socialist countries and that 
of the revolutionary movement of the world. The enriched revolutionary exper- 
ience of those forces and the all-sided fraternal assistance of the Soviet 
Union is a guarantor of the final victory of the April revolution, the chairman 
of the Council of Ministers said. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


MOSCOW TO BOOST ECONOMIC AID 
London MEED/MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 29 Mar-4 Apr 86 p 9 


[Text] The Soviet Union is to increase its share of Kabul's $150 million 
non-military annual aid to 80 percent, the official Bakhtar News Agency 
reported on 24 March. Moscow, which met 70 percent of the sum in 1984, 

also raised its project aid to the government by 70 percent during the Afghan 
year which ended on 20 March. Kabul funds nearly half its annual budget 
through foreign aid, according to official figures. 


The news agency did not mention Moscow's military aid to Kabul, which 
includes an estimated 115,000 troops. US figures show that the Soviet 
Union could be spending up to $3,000 million a year on fighting the mojaheddin. 


In 1984, the UN provided most of the 5 percent aid received from non-communist 
sources, but in June 1985 it refused aid for the country’s first five-year 
plan. The UN Development Programme (UNDP) continues to fund projects, but 
only on a limited individual merit basis. 


It is unclear whether other Comecon countries will also increase their aid 
to Afghanistan, or whether they will hold it steady at the March 1985 level 
of $37 million a year. 


Moscow has allocated funding to 65 development projects, ranging from 
industry, mines and energy to agriculture, foods and public health. Last 
year's aid helped to expand Kabul airport, build a polyclinic and 840 flats, 
and to expand several factories. 


/9317 
CSO: 4600/296 


77 








AGHAN ISTAN 


BRIEFS 


NATURAL GAS PRIORITY--Natural gas and minerals extraction is to be accorded 
priority in the next five years, says Mines and Heavy Industries Minister 
Najibollah Masir. The 1986-91 development plan envisages annual extraction 
of 6,000 tons of gas condensate, a new oil refinery in the north will be 
completed. Coal output wili double to 370,000 tons a year by 1991. The 
barytes mine in Herat province will start up during the plan period, lapis 
lazuli reserves will be studied, and a salt mine will be sunk in Takhar 
province. Output of chemical fertilisers and cements is also to be stepped 
up. Most of the country's mineral wealth is used to pay off debts to the 
Soviet Union and other Comecon countries. [Text] [London MEED/THE MIDDLE 
EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 12-18 Apr 86 p 6] /9317 


ARIANA LEASES TWO ENGINES--National carrier Ariana Afghan Airlines is plan- 
ning to lease two Pratt and Whitney JT8-7 or JT8-9 engines for its Boeing 

727 jets. The six-month lease, to be charged at a fixed rate for hours 

flown, is likely to cost the airline about 6150,000 ($222,600) for each engines 
aviation observers say. The engines will be used while the regular ones are 
being overhauled. Ariana has two Boeing 727s, in May 1985, it sold a DC 10-30 
passenger airliner to British Caledonian Airways for $30 million (MEED 
17:5:86). [Text] [London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 
12-18 Apr 86 p 6] /9317 


CSSR TRADE AGREEMENT--A trade and economic co-operation agreement with 
Czechoslovakia was signed in Prague on 7 March by Mines and Heavy industries 
Minister Najibollah Masir, the Czechoslovak news agency CTK reports. The 
accord covers power engineering, building materials and transport and mining. 
Afghanistan expects to become self-sufficient in coal within the next three 
years, thanks largely to Cze.hoslovakian assistance. Expansion of the 
Sabzak mine is being planned by Czechoslovakia's mining projects enterprise 
in Ostrava. [Text] [London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in 
English 12-18 Apr 86 p 6] /9317 


UK REFUGEE AID UP--UK aid to Afghan refugees in Pakistan will reach b4.8 
million ($7.1 million) in 1986--17 percent up from 1985. Most will be 
channelled through the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The 
announcement was made by Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs Geoffrey Howe during an early-April visit to Pakistan (MEED 29:3:86). 
Switzerland's Foreign Affairs Minster Pierre Aubert also announced increased 
aid for the refugees during a recent visit. [Text] [London MEED/THE MIDDLE 
EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 12-18 Apr 86 p 6] /9317 
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FIVE-YEAR PLAN--Gross national product (GNP) ‘is to rise by 25 percent during 
the 1986-91 five-year plan which began on 21 March. Government estimates 
also project that industrial output will increase by 28 percent and agricul- 
tural production by 15 percent during the period. Domestic trade is to see 

a 150 percent expansicn; foreign trade will increase by 17 percent. One 

of the plan's main aims is to increase private-sector production (MEED 1:2:86). 
Manufacturing industries will get strong state support and protection against 
"foreign capitalist competition," the state-run Bakhtar News Agency reports. 
The government will bear all expenses related to ensuring the security and 
protection of private property belonging to entrepreneurs and national 
traders, and creating better conditions for improving production, the agency 
says. New factories will be exempt from payment and taxes for import of raw 
materials, tools, machinery and equipment, and on finished products, for a 
period of six years from their inception. Exports of cotton are expected to 
double during the period; dried fruit and nut exports will rise by 150 per- 
cent and fresh fruit and medicinal herb exports by 130 percent. [Text] 
[London MEED/MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 29 Mar-4 Apr 86 p 9] 
/9317 
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PRESS REPORTS REACTION TO U.S. RAID ON TRIPOLI 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Apr 86 pp 


[Text ] 


Bangladesh viewed with great 
eoncern and dismay the latest 
US action in Libya a_ spokcw 
man of the foreign office seid 

Wednesday reports BSS, 

Commenting on the latest situ 
tion the spokesman said, this 
development is fraught with the 
serious dangers of escalating the 
arms conflict in the already 
trouble-torn region’. 

The spokesman said it is abs» 
lutely necessary for all to e&- 
ercise maximum restraint. 

‘The territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of Libya as of 
ether independent nations, as 
enshrined in U.N charter, must 
be respected’ he added 

Bangladesh the spokesman 
mentioned, hes always firmly 
advocated renunciation of the use 
of force in settlement of intern 
ational disputes and calls up 
on all concerned to adhere to 
the letter and spirit of the UN 
charter, 

Raid condemned 


Qur Staff Correspondent adds: 
different political parties, ter- 
chers lawyers = stu 
dents organisations and trade 


Government Spokesman, Others 


| 


union bodies on Wednesday 
strongly condemned the US air 


reid on Ligya in which several 


Libyans were willed. In Dhaka 
city public meetings were held 
and processions brought but con- 
demning the US action. 

The Bangladesh Supreme 
Court Bar Association in sa 
emergency meeting held ot 
the Association premises noted 
its deep sense of hatred end 
condemnation at the ‘dastardly 


‘sudden = satdnight air attack 


on Libya by the United Statca 
of America causing loss of 
lives of the ‘innocent civilians \n. 
cluding children, women and 
patients. The meeting 
was presided over by 
Mr Shamsul _,Huq Choudhury. 
President of the Association. 

Tho Dhaka city unit of Jamaat 
ee Telami Rangladesh in u public 
meeting held at Baitu) Mukar 
sam in the ofternon condemned 
the US attack on Libya, 

Byed Altaf Hossain, Pir Habt- 
bur Rahman and Chowdhury 
Haninur Rashid, convencrs of 
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unified NAP in a joint state 
Ment issued to the Press on 
the day condemened the us act- 
don against Libya. 

Mr. Hasanul Huq Tun, Gene 
ral Secretary of JSD (INU) in 
wnother§ statement termed the 
US action against Libya aos the 
violation of all international 
laws. 

The Communist Party of Bon. 
gindesh (CPB) held aw rally at 
ite central office and brought 
out @ procession condemning 
US action against Libya. 

Other organisations which elso 
condemned US aggression are: 
Workers Party of Bangladesh, 
Bangladesh Muslim League (Hud) 
Bramik Krishak Samajbad{ Dal 
Bangladesh Islami Chhatra Shi. 
bir, _. Bangladesh Iaminat-e 
teJaba-e-Arabla Bangladesh 

slami $Jubo = Shibir 
Central Students Action comm. 
ttee CSAC), Bangladesh Nezam 
-e Islami party Gonotantrik Karim} 
Shibir, ASB (Khalegue), Bangin. 
desh University of Engineering 
and Technology teachers Assoc’. 
ation and Bangladesh College 
University Teachers Association, 

















Editorial Urges Restraint 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 17 Apr 86 p 5 


[Editorial] 


[Text] 


Not since the Vietnam crisis has the 
world known a more tense situation than the 
one involving the American air raids against 
Libya. Relations between these two unequal 
states had been deteriorating fast for quite a 
long time and the beginning of a real con- 
frontation came last year when two Libyan 
fighter planes were shot down by American 
pilots off Libyan coast. The American naval 
exercise held last month azar the Gulf of 
Sitre once again brought the foes face to face 
and the mounting tension could only be dissi- 
pated through timely intermsadiary counsels 
and restraining action by both parties, parti- 
cularly the stronger ons. When the situation 
appeared to be normal agaio, the charge that 
Libya was behind the bombing of a dis- 
cotheque club in West Berlin frequented by 
American citizens (the charge is however 
denied by Libya) fuelled the crisis once more 
and the attack was not quite unexpected 
although it came much too earlier, American 


object was to stop terrorist attacks on its 


Citizens. ° 


Claimed by the Americans as successful 
and according to the plan the Monday night’s 
raids on Libya may be really so from a 
militaristic point of view but its gains ia 
terms of politics are yet to ba assessed. 
Colonel Gaddafi is not liked by all Arab states 
but his tiny land will surely draw sympathy 
and even may receive military and other 
aids from most of them in a crisis period like 
this. And then the cause for which America 
is waging war will be half lost. Some experts 
are also apprehensive of a rift ia the NATO 
alliance over the issue. All this makes it clear 
that America will find herself in a difficult 
position to explain her action to the world. 
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Nevertheless, it has to be remembered 
that innocent civilians cannot and should not 
be made targets of terrorist attacks. Such acts 
are a form of violence and violence indeed 
breeds violence and again this can bea 
monopoly of none. Therefore, while conde- 
mning America’s aggression agaiast Libya 
we urge upon all to exercise restraint. That 
alone can pave the way for a negotiated 
settlement of any dispute. We believe only 
this can ensure a peaceful coexistence and 


protection against terrorism. 


Viewed with 'Concern and Dismay ' 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 17 Apr 86 p 5 


{Editorial ] 


[Text] 


The US air strike on Libya has rocked the 
world and there are thoughts of some portentous 
repercussions. The Tuesday night American blitz on 
Tripoli and Benghazi came from a US base in Britain, 
a place far away from the obvious-looking Gulf 
of Sitre. 

The US says that it took the action in retaliation 
for an April $5 bomb attack on a West Berlin 
discotheque and in order to ‘preempt’ Libya from 
attacking U.S. targets, of which, America had prior 
knowledge. A U.N. spokesman is reported to have 
implied that such a move necessited that the world 
body was informed beforehand. 

Libya has vowed to destroy all American bases 
in the Mediterranean and send suicidal squads into the 
U.SA. to avenge. A U.S. communication installation 
on an Jtalian Island has been already attacked. 
An unknown gunman has shot and killed a US. 
diplomat in Khartoum, 

There has been a broad spectrum world reaction 
tothe latest U.S. action on Libya. It is one of 
concern and criticism, Majority in the OPEC, of which 
Libya is a member, have deplored the U.S, move. 
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi has termed the 
USS. action as “violation of international law’’. The 











Arab League, Syria and Iran along predictable lines 
have been expressly indignant. The meet of the Soviet 
Foreign Minister and the U.S, Foreign Secretary, in 
preparation for the Reagan-Gorbachev Summit, has 
been cancelled. Japanese Prime Minister Nakasone 
hoped that the crisis would not worsen and expand. 
The U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez De Cuellar 
has decried the incident promptly. 

The NATO allies of the US.A. sounded rather 
divided over the rationale of the air strikes on 
Libya. France and Spain had cefused permission 
to the U.S. bombers tocross their ait spaces on 
way to Libya. Alert has been mpunted on 
NATO and U.S. bases in Europe against possible 
revenge. Sharp reactions have emanated from West 
Germany, Italy and Greece. There have been a 
hundred protest rallies. _ British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher was making out a robust defence 
of the US. action in the Parliament. Inside the U.S 
and Britain reactions have not been fully sympathetic 
from some opinion leaders or those in political oppo- 
sition. 

We vicw the latest U.S, action on Libya with 
“concern and dismay’’, The development is fraught 
with grave consequences for the escalation of armed 
conflict inthe region. Besides, as a fall-out effect, 
a possibility lurks that the peace processes like 
arms control negotiations, detente or superpower 
summitry may be stalled and retarded, That will be 
high enough acostto pay. Any form of violence 
hasa wiyof touching the lives of individuals and 
can create more probiems than solve. The high 
premium of attacks and counter-attacks is under 
lined, 

It is therefore absolutely important that maximum 
restraint be exercised by all concerned and that 
territorial integrity and sovereignty of all nations are 
respected in accord with the UN Charter, 
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PARIS MEETING PLEDGES INCREASE IN AID TO DHAKA 





BANGLADESH 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Apr 86 pp 1, 4 


[Text ] 


Bangiadesh has been pledged 
an aid of 1850 million U S dpl 
Jars for the Financial Year 
(FY) 1986—87 at the Aid Group 
meeting which ended in Paris 
on Tuesday according to @ mrs 


sage received in Dhakg ™ 
Wednesday, reports BSS, 
\ Thea aid pledged at the 


Bangladesh Aid group meeting, 

@ consortium of western don 
countries and multilateral aid 
ving agencies is 10 per ceng 
igher compared to last year's 
e 


ledge, The quantum pledme 
Tneleded over 500 million US 


dollars in commodity ald and 
food aid which will ensure e 
@elivery of over 13 million 
tons of foodgrains, . 

The meeting which was atten 
ded by 28 governments and i 
stitutions reviewed the progress 
meade in the country’s cconomy 
during the SecondFive Year 
Pian outlook for current finan 
cial yeer and prospects for FY 
§986—87 the Third Five-Year 
Pian in general and in tha 
eee the outlook for 1986-47 


twoday mecting comme 
n the acitevemments of the 
Government during the past 
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r given Bangladesh structural 
constraints, © serious hysical 
adversities, natural isasters 
and somewhat uncongenis! cx- 
ternal environment, 

Finance Adviser M Syeduzzan 
led the Bangladesh delcgation at 

mecting, 
the Aid Group meetirg attrt 
buted the commendable perfor 


to the sound xgricul 
— ort romation policies 
r by the Government is 


pu 
text its industrial 
palin erticular the srowts 
n-traditionnl recei 
ed ‘guaevel pon en the 
message said. 
The Ranghkidesh delegation 


presented the government's 
macro-economic measures ond 
policy reforms, 


The donors observed that dur 
ing the current year Rangled-=sh 
economy should grow by a 
& per cent against an expect 
population increase of 2.4 
cent. The donors suggesiéd ¢ 
the government's target for @ 
annual GDP growth rate of 5 
per cept for th: Third Pisa 
would be possible to attain if 
Government infreasad its ene 
phasis on a resource 
mobilisation on all fronts and 
the ‘dar were alic fo im 
crease their financ#al support. 
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The donors also ~noted that 
— tte the 


Tha donors also asked the 
ernment to mngrove effectite. 
ess of the family planning pro 
gramme and to make matures 
through rajsing on mors 
tic y to provide 
more effective programmes 
the health, education and other 
social sectors. 


ISICR CANADIAN GRANTS 
7 vyhile Bangladesh will 
recelt nts of Cariadian Dol 
lar 71.08 million (approx. Taka 
152 crore) from Qaneda for im 
port of fertilizer and rchabilita 
tion and construction of food 
om storage he 


Ext Resources Division 


BANGLADESH 


PAPER REPORTS ERSHAD BENGALI NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 15 Apr 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


/9317 
CSO: 4600/1659 


President rshad pavea 
clarion call to all concerned 
quarters for holding the upcom- 
ing national election in a smooth 
and peaceful atomsphere. “‘I.et 
us all, icrespective of political 
affiliations establish through our 
combined efforts democratic 
values and noble ideals of 
tolerance’, he said. 

The President expressed his 
sincere hope on the happy New 
Year's Day that our combined 
initiative and firm determination 
would Inshallah be crowned with 
success in building a progressive 
aod prosperous nation. 

He noted that this day nur- 
tured through hundreds of years 
of our cultural heritage is inex- 
tricably linked with the mains- 
tream of our every day life. 
**For us this day is as much an 
occasion for our hope = and 
rejoice as for self-introspection” 
he said adding “itor our days 
ahead we shall create new 
inspiration and strength.” 

President Ershad pointed out 
that the preceding year was a 
year of special succese and 
credit for Bangladesh in the 
national and international con- 
texts bringing for us as a nation 
newer honour and confidence. 
We had unitedly faced the 
natural calamities. 
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President Hussain Muha- 
mmad Frshad yesterday called 
upod the people to be enkindled 
with dew conviction and conscio- 
usness on Pahela Baishakh for 
making our hard = carned inde- 
pendence meaningful by acccle- 
rating national economic eman- 
cipation, reports BSS. 

Ina message on the eve of 
Pahela Baishakh the President 
sail that Pahela Raishakh isa 
day of taking pledge anew. He 
called for creating affection and 
awareness for our own language, 
literature, culture and values 
of life which he said will consti- 
tute the solid foundation of our 
national unity and work as 
safeguard to national inde- 
pendence and Sovereignty. 

Offering his sincer greetings 
and congratulation to the people 
on the occasion of the aus- 
picious and happy Bengali 
New Year, he Said that new 
year had brought a new promise 
for us. National pariiamentary 
election is going to take place as 
a result of our long endeavours 
for transition to democracy, he 
added. 

[he President expressed 
his strong conviction that the 
foundation for launching demo- 
cratic administrative system 
would be laid through election. 











BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


AMBASSADOR TO BRAZIL--The Government has decided to appoint Commodore 
Mujibur Rahman at present Ambassador of Bangladesh to the Socialist People's 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, as Ambassador of Bangladesh to the Federative 
Republic of Brazil, a PID handout said on Thursday, reports BSS. [Text] 
[Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 12 Apr 86 p 4] /9317 


ENVOY TO ETHIOPIA--The Government has decided to concurrently accredit 

Mr Mohammad Siddiqur Rahman, at present Ambassador of Bangladesh to the 

Arab Republic of Egypt, as the country's Ambassador to Ethiopia, the Foreign 
Office announced on Thursday, reports BSS. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH 
OBSERVER in English 4 Apr 86 p 12] /9317 


AMBASSADOR TO BHUTAN--The Government has decided to appoint Mr A.M. Mahmood 
Ali, at present a Minister in the Bangladesh Embassy in Beijing, as the 
country's Ambassador to the kingdom of Bhutan, the Foreign Office announced 
on Saturday, reports BSS. A career diplomat, Mr Ali served at the Foreign 
Office and Bangladesh missions in different capacities. He also represented 
Bangladesh in different international conferences. [Text] [Dhaka THE 
BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 6 Apr 86 p 3] /9317 


HEALTH MINISTRY RENAMED--The Government has renamed the Ministry of Health 
and Population Control as the Ministry of Health and Family Planning, an 
official announcement said in Dhaka on Wednesday. [Text] [Dhaka THE 
BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 10 Apr 86 p 4) /9317 


PEOPLE'S LEAGUE DENIAL--Bangladesh People's League led by Mr Nur Mohammad 
Kazi in a statement on Sunday denied its connection with Islami Jukta Front 
as puolished in different national dailies. People's League still belonged 
to Jatiya Oikkya Front, he said. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in 
English 7 Apr 86 p 8] /9317 


CSO: 4600/1663 
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INDIA 


INTEGRATION COUNCIL ASKS FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM 


Madras THE HINDU in English 8 Apr 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


/9317 


eer i a 





NEW DELHI. April7. | 


* The National integration Council. which dis-* 


cussed Punjab at its emergency session today. ' 
called for a three-point strategy to fight extrem- 
“Ism—keeping places of worship free from ter-: 
‘rorist and separatist elements. securing borders 
. against influx and infiltration and punishment of ; 
‘ those guilty of disruptive and violent acts ’ 
t The resolution, adopted after day-long dis-' 
cussions. called for necessary steps to imple-' 
»ment the Punjab accord. which was seen as pro- | 
, viding the broad framework for the resolution 
, Of outstanding issues. The Council assured full 
‘support of the Centre and the country. as a 
‘whole. to the Puniab Government 
The % 4° rated by the Prime 
Minister. Mr Rajiv i, its chairman, who 
also summed up the deliderations just before it. 


he resolution sigriified the consensus of the’ 
Council. representing a wide cross-section of 

itical opinion—among its members are 
{Union Ministers. Chief Ministers, leaders of politi- 
ca! parties. prominent non-officials. The resolu-: 
tions first draft was prepared by the Union: 
Home Minister. Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao. It was 
revised by a drafting committee inclu ting be-; 
sides him. Mr. Arjun Singh (Cong-)). Mr. Ra-. 
jeshwara Rao (CPI) and Mr.L. K. A i (BUP) 


The Council appointed a 21-member stan- 
ding committee. to function on a continuing 


‘hasis. to formulate short-term and long-term 
‘ measures for preserving national integrity in its 
‘various aspects. It will be headed by the Con- 
gress (J) leader, Mr. Jagjivan Ram. It was deci- 
ded to keep in continuous touch with the situa- 
‘tion and to meet as often as necessary. 
« This was the operative point of the resolution 
‘which made a case for unremitting vigilance 
and continuous actior in meeting the challeng-' 
ses to the nation’s integrity. It said: “The nation 
‘has watched with growing concern the rise of 
jterrorism in Punjab in recent weeks. All right- 
«thinking people condemn the wanton disregard 
tby a small number of persons for human life 
yand their callous violation of every canon of, 
,true religion. There must be an end to the mis-~ 
fuse of places of workshop, particularly the il- 


CSO: 5650/0139 





“legal! occupation of parts of the Golden Temple 
complex by subversive elements who have de- 
‘secrated its sanctity. Despite numerous pro- 
‘vocations and attempts to incite hatred. the dif- 
ferent communities of Punjab have maintained. 
a high degree of amity and harmony. At the 
polls last year they unambiguously rejected ex-: 
tremism and elected a Government of their 


choice Se See « S aa ities 
the State Government enjoys the full support of 
.the Union Government and the country. 

The security forces. said the resolution. were 
faced with new the terrorists at-| 
tempt te drive a wedge the communi- 
ties in Punjab with a view to bringing about a 
similar cleavage all over the country to achieve_ 


people. irrespective of their religious and politi- 
cal allegiance, must join hands.” ! 
The Council called upon “the people of india. 
particularly in Punjab. Haryana and —— 
areas, to stand firm against obscurantism 
extremism and to dissociate themselves from 
those who preach violence and secession. Pla- 
,ces of worship must be kept free of terrorist 
_and separatist elements. Our borders must be 
secured against influx and infiltration. Those 
‘who are guilty of disruptive and violent acts 
must be punished. The entire nation must de- 
monstrate that it cherishes freedom. secularism 
‘and communal peace above everything and 
_will not allow the unity of the motherland to be. 
, disrupted.” { 
' The discussion was candid and lively, with 
several O ition representatives blaming the 


Congress (I) for the present situation. Represen- 
ting the viewpoint of the left parties, Mr. Chitta. 
‘Basu (Forward Bloc), accused the ruling party, 
‘of communalising the polity. 





INDIA 


PAKISTAN INVOLVEMENT IN PUNJAB TERRORISM DOCUMENTED 


Madras THE HINDU in English 8 Apr 86 p 9 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 
NEW training and arming Al-Zulfigar terrorists has to 
The Pakistan Forei 1 agg ge . > eneeiamnnntie tahed into in the interests of 
ithean. ts aoina to = y+ ere with irvel better Indo-Pakistan relations. 
evidence of his country’s deep complicity in the in other words. Pakistan has not only been 
latest intensification of terrorism in denying the charges of involvement in the 
when he arrives in Dethi on April 16 on a four ak cule Saas dinentn to, 
day visit to attend the nonaligned ministerial matee © Gaed oem h od, 
The Government of India has in its posses- ese , — 
sion full details of the location of camps where tention has been rejected by 
the — aq hy Pen. _— India on several occasions, the 
doctrinating them and, the type of weapons, Zia regime continues to harp on 
given to them ? it to divert attention from its 
mA of State ee ao, oe complicity in the Punjab events. 
eee poe ee The process of Indo Pekisten normatestion 
der and 2.050 of them pushed back and ths re- aaean @ Ue Cae oc ale 
‘\ ee oe sumed in real earnest. in India’s view, until Islama- 
e . which intensified border p bad has come forward with adequate assur- 
ling. had challenged many groups trying to in- Ay Ay gdp Ay dy ph 
filtrate and in the encounters that followed 43 ence in future. But the indications from Pakis- 
ee. tan ore Oust, atend of cRiering Sry euch cone. 
divert issue: _ the hardliners in Islamabad 
been repeatedly taken up with Pakistan, the stan- tently Coes et 
dard reply the Government of india has receiv + 
oa teens athe A certain amount of speaking Is going 
io Melita ont oa > hag to be done during Mr. Yaqub Khan's talks on 
Byars &- re ene the present state of Indo-Pak. relations. The Ind- 
ne ghptertage ¢ | mee ian attitude has hardened considerably in the 
countr eS wake of the latest increase of terrorism in 
joint committee to mpg by such com Punjab which is compelling India to take ster- 
—. - by either side. Povy! emp is ner action against the Pakistan-trained extremi- 
istan allegation ia was also sts attempting to get back to India to step up 
their campaign. 
/9317 
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IRAN 


CLERGYMAN DISCUSSES LEBANESE CRISIS. RELATED ISSUES 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian § Feb 86 p. 20 


‘Text] KEYHAN Foreign Service—*‘Alamah Sheikh Mohammad Mehdi Shams al-Din, Deputy on 
the Supreme Lebanese Shiite Council and a prominent Lebanese clergyman, geve an exclusive 
interview to KEYHAN in which he gave his views on domestic Lebanese affairs, the people’s 
struggle, and ways to confront Israe! and Amin Gemavel’s regime. The text of the interview 
follows below. 


(Question] You have declared all-out popular resistance in order to confront the Zionist usurpers in 
Southern Lebanon. What have the gains of this resistance been to date? 


‘Answer}] What is meant by all-out pepular Islamic resistance is resistance by the people of the 
cities and elsewhere using various political and military means against the aggression and 
presence of Zionist forces in Southern Lebanon. It must be added in this connection that ‘all-out 
popular resistance has two facets. One is military resistance such as all-out holy war. The other 
is political resistance. which includes taking political positions against the Zionist regime including 
refusal to give it official recognition and the rejection of any kind of talks or cooperation with it. I 
addition to this it must be added that whatever supports acceptance of the Zionist regime in 
Lebanon has met and will meet with resistance. 


Another aspect of political resistance is the prevention of any gains, economic, political, or 
otherwise, for the Zionist regime in southern Lebanon. 


Another aspect of resistance is mobilizing the people and revealing the essence of the Zionist 
regime to the people as an aggressor, usurper, and expansionist regime which is occupying the 
land of Palestine, in order to awaken them concerning the existence of the Zionist regime, and in 
addition to make them realize that it is their religious obligation to arise in opposition to such a 
regime. The second part of this resistance is to fight the current Lebanese regime. We believe 
that the Lebanese regime must be overthrown. This regime cannot be officially recognized from 
either a political or a religious standpoint, nor can one cooperate with it. It must be fought until it 
is overthrown and a new regime supported by the majority and based on public opinion is formed. 


This resistance. with its two aspects mentioned above, began operating in the field several vears 


ago, waging an all-out crusade against the Zionists, simultaneously mobilizing the people 
politically for war against the Lebanese regime. 
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Its achievements to date are those very efforts which have driven the Zionist army from most of 
southern Lebanon. The resistance fighters, whether members of the Muslim resistance or of 
Christian resistance groups in southern Lebanon, have cooperated, and this cooperation has led to 
a two-stage withdrawal! of the Zionist forces from southern Lebanon. 


In any case, regarding confrontation of Zionist forces, the achievement of the Islamic resistance is 
essentially the humiliating expulsion of the Israelis from southern Lebanon. Politically, this 
resistance has mobilized all the people, warned them of Israel's plots, and aroused their enmity 
against the Zionist usurper regime. In reality, the popular resistance may be the first group to 
advance the military and political steadfastness doctrine against the Zionist regime. Regarding 
domestic affairs, this resistance has engaged actively in the two areas below: 


First, it has united the Muslims of Lebanon. Concerning this it must be mentioned that the 
doctrine of the unity of Muslims is considered one of the first principles of the popular resistance. 
The popular resistance has concentrated on eliminating the fragmentation of Lebanese Muslims, 
both Shiite and Sunni, and replacing it with a unified Islamic atmosphere adhering to united 
decisions. 


This resistance, whether in the area of creating resistance among Muslims or whether boycotting 
the Lebanese regime, has made tireless efforts. 


[Question] What ts the role of the Sup,eme Lebanese Shiite Counci! in the events and changes of 
this country? 


[Answer! The role of the Supreme Lebanese Shiite Council in this country’s changes is a political 
one. This role emerges in several issues: First, the Council formerly thought in terms of reforms 
and sought to :nake specific political reforms in order to end the disturbance in Lebanon. In this 
regard, a doctrine was introduced eight vears ago called the Supreme Lebanese Shiite Council 
Political Reforms Doctrine. In recent vears, however, in view of new changes and developments in 
the Lebanese crisis, we have seen that this doctrine cannot be a suitable framework for resolving 
the Lebanese crisis. For this reason, under the new circumstances this doctrine cannot be 
accepted because it was introduced based on the exigencies of the time and conditions that existed 
years ago. Today we are insisting on the necessity for completely changing the Lebanese regime. 
The Directorate of the Supreme Shiite Council. of which I am president. has accepted this doctrine 
and abandoned the question of political reforms. We actually make a distinction between reforms 
and corrections, because reforms consist on changes made within an existing framework, or in 
other words making simple changes in a system while making simple changes in it, without 
altering its foundation and essence. 


Today, in the practical reality of Lebanese politics, this is not acceptable, and reliance must be 
placed on the doctrine of correction. Correction consists of completely eliminating a system of 
government established on a mistaken basis. In other words, this mistake must be corrected, and 
the correction occurs with the establishment of a new system which is compatible with practical 
realitv. For this reason we have introduced the political doctrine of majority rule based on the 
principle of representation for the purpose of replacing the current Lebanese regime. This doctrine 
is based on a general referendum and a majority vote of confidence. That is, it is not that the 
majority will rule the system, but that the majority vote is determinant and that the majority will 
choose a suitable political system and practically operate it. 
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On the one hand, the Supreme Shi'ite Council has put its greatest effort into ending the current 
Lebanese war and ending the current state of confusion. The activities of the Supreme Shiite 
Council depend on the principle that Islamic unity is a means of political confrontation. Clearly, in 
political and other issues, there must be solidarity and cooperation, and of course the council is 
making great efforts to realize this desire. 


[Question] What is vour current assessment of the tri-lateral Damascus agreement? 


[Answer] We have taken our position on the tri-lateral agreement. We have always supported 
Syria’s proposals and solutions, and its intervention in Lebanon. Actually, Syria’s intervention in 
Lebanon, which is intended to confront Israel, the Phalangists, and the Christian faction, is in the 
interest of this country. Even so, we have expressed our disagreement with the tri-lateral 
agreement signed in Damascus. Prior to the signing of the agreement, when it was announced 
that talks were to take place between the two conflicting parties, ] announced at this year’s 
Ashura sermon that we would not enter into any pact nor sign any agreement. Moreover, there 
would be no representative from us present at such talks, and we would not enter into negotiations 
with the Lebanese forces or the Phalangists. In any case, after the issuance and signing of the 
agreement, we did not agree to it for various reasons. 


One of the major reasons we did not accept to this agreement is our belief that preserving this 
regime is not in the interest of the country or of the Muslims of Lebanon, because this regime 
cannot be reformed. Any effort made for this purpose can only have temporary results, and will 
undo the basic crisis. 


The basic crisis cannot be resolved through reforms. It is therefore imperative that the regime be 
overthrown. At the same time we have put forward our doctrine of majority rule based on the 
principle of representation and called for a change in the political system and its replacement with 
a majority system. For this reason, we announced our opposition to the tri-lateral agreement, and 
we are still opposed to it. Naturally, any kind of agreement signed in the future which does not 
include changes in all the criteria of the political system will also be opposed by us. In connection 
with the above talks, it must be noted that our views were not sought. To this end, we have 
presented the above doctrine to the public for study. 


(Question; Following the signing of the tri-lateral agreement, there were many changes in the 
Christian quarter. How do you assess these changes? 


[Answer] Concerning the events in the eastern region which began two weeks ago, we believe that 
they were not merely a reaction to the tri-lateral agreement, but a reaction against the Syrian 
presence and influence in Lebanon. These events, according to the indications that we have, were 
instigated by the Americans and the Israelis. For this reason, we condemned these events. Of 
course it must be added that these issues arose among the Christians and are seen as the result of 
the political conflicts among them. On the one hand these events took place because of 
intervention by the Americans and the Israelis, because clearly the Phalangists and the Lebanese 
forces have good relations with the Americans and the Israelis, and continue to maintain them. 
For this reason, we condemned the results and subsequent developments to these events, which 
were aimed at eliminating the Syrian presence in order to perpetuate Israeli aggression. 
Regarding current political activities which have come about in the wake of these events. such as 
the call for a boycott of Amin Gemayel. it must be said that we disassociated ourselves from Amin 
Gemavel about three vears ago, and we have always called for his immediate overthrow. because 
he is not competent to hold the office of president. In this regard, we support the overthrow of 
Amin Gemayel and his removal from the presidency. 
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[Question] Could you talk more about your doctrine of democratic majority rule and its principles? 


[Answer] In the past our goal was the political reform of the regime. However, repeated failures 
have shown us that this regime cannot be reformed. Our foremost demand is therefore that this 
regime be changed, and as we took into consideration the situation in Lebanon, the composition of 
its people, and its religious composition in terms of the presence of its numerous sects, studying 
the situation in the region and the surrounding countries, and we studied the issue of Israel's 
invasion of Lebanese territory and its takeover of the occupied lands in Palestine. In other words, 
as we studied and discussed aspects of the domestic situation, the situation in neighbor countries, 
and the specifics of the international situation, and since we must take the practical realities into 
consideration in any kind of political operation, we thought that the comprehensive doctrine that 
would be compatible with these domestic, regional, and international conditions is the doctrine of 
majority vote. This doctrine, which is the creation and establishment of a majority-based political 
system, is called ‘democracy based on the principle of representation’. Today Lebanon has 18 
religious sects such as the Shi’ites, the Sunnis, the Druz, the Maronites, the Catholics, the 
Armenians, and the Protestants. We savy that Lebanon, like other countries in the world, is made 
up of individuals and personalities. The laws are compiled and issued for individuals rather than 
for sects and regions. Justice can be established among the various sects. In other words, it is 
inevitable that the privileges of one particular sect are going to be greater than those of another, 
precisely as it is now in Lebanon. The Maronites are in contro! of the government, and after them 
the other Christian sects occupy the other posts. With the privileges they have, the Muslims are 
next in line; this is really unjust and is seen as a permanent incentive for unrest, disturbance, and 
foreign intervention. Therefore, in accordance with the doctrine given, we add that Lebanon is not 
composed of sects and factions, it has four million citizens who give the country its existence. 
These masses have the right to express their views concerning the political system they want. 
Therefore, the compilation of a popular vote and the establishment of the political system they 
want must be done in accordance with the views and ideas of these people. In general, what has 
been said above is the basic foundation of majority democracy. In any case, belief in and reliance 
on majority rule in the creation and establishment of a political system is the essential definition of 
democratic majority rule. Of course it must be added that this doctrine has been printed and 
distributed, and we have learned that KEYHAN has printed this doctrine. Of course this doctrine 
has characteristics, some of which I will discuss. 


This doctrine depends on a general referendum. For example, today in Lebanon there is 
something called a free economic system. We oppose this type of free economic system, which is 
based on the Western, or American, concept. We therefore call for an economic system in 
Lebanon without usury. One of the characteristics of this doctrine is that it calls for a cooperative 
society, in that economic activity and consumption in society will be concentrated in cooperatives 
created by the people, and this economy will not be ticd to a capitalist system. Another of its 
characteristics is the separation between the Majlis and the holding of a ministerial post, meaning 
that a Majlis deputy cannot be a minister and a minister cannot be a Majlis deputy. Another of 
its characteristics in the elimination of the system of the allocation of government posts on the 
basis of sects. Government posts, from the presidency to the smallest office, may be held by all 
Lebanese citizens. The idea that the presidency should remain a monopoly of the Maronite 
Christians is meaningless. The fate of this position must be determined by a majority vote. Other 
characteristics have been written into the text of the doctrine. For example, the principle is 
clearly stated that Lebanon is a country with Islamic dimensions and is a member of the 
community of Islamic nations. That is. in addiuon te Lebanon's being an Arab country. it has 
been added that it is an Islamic one. Although Lebanon is not considered an Isiamic country. we 
consider it one. 
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This doctrine is a political one for all-out popular Islamic resistance in connection with the 
domestic situation in Lebanon. Concerning the Zionist occupiers, however, holy war and all-out 
operations, the military and political doctrine of ‘all-out popular resistance’ under any 
circumstances, and the political and military doctrine of popular mobilization, are the three facets 
of all-out popular resistance. 


[Question] It is said that a solution to the Lebanese crisis cannot be separated from a solution to 
the Palestine crisis. What is your view? 


[Answer] This theory is both correct and incorrect. It is sometimes said that the solution to the 
Lebanon crisis depends on a solution to the Palestine crisis in the sense that war and killings 
among Lebanese will continue, that the crisis between sects in evel’ city and village will continue, 
and that Lebanon will remain in its current state of feuds between groups, ana that this state of 
affairs will continue until a solution is found to the Palestine problem. Of course this is 
unacceptable. 


The Lebanese problem in this sense can be solved separately from the Middle East Crisis. That 
is, if an acceptable solution which accounts fully for the real rights of Muslims is found, it may be 
possible to solve the Lebanese crisis separately from the Middle East Crisis. This is one issue. A 
second issue, however, is that if we see the Lebanon crisis as arising from the Israeli presence and 
the occupation of Palestine, then naturally the Lebanon crisis is inseparably tied to the Palestine 
issue. 


In other words, it is true the relation that other countries in the region such as Egypt, Syria, and 
Jordan have with the Palestine crisis is comparable to Lebanon’s relation to it. Concerning this 
matter it must be said that the Americans want to separate the Lebanon crisis from the Palestine 
crisis. Of course we do not believe in this. We say that it is impossible to separate the Lebanon 
crisis from the Palestine crisis. This is not permissible either politically or from the point of view 
of religious law. The separation of the Lebanon crisis from the Middle East crisis will produce one 
of the following conditions: 


It could produce a state of peace with Israel, and this is a great sin, and in this case we will fight. 
It could result in Lebanon being seen as a neutral country with respect to Israel. We consider 
Lebanese neutrality a great sin, and it is not permissible for anyone to accept Lebanese neutrality. 
Israel is not merely a political enemy with whom a problem may be eliminated with neutrality or 
peace. Israel is an ideological enemy, and its existence is incompatible with ours. Of course the 
Israeli entity is an evil one that must be eliminated. 


[Question] You are an Islamic leader in Lebanon. Are you in collaboration with the Islamic 
political parties, Shi'ite and Sunni? Do you support the plan to establish an Islamic republic in 
Lebanon? 


[Answer] We consider the unity of Muslims one of the political and religious obligations of 
Muslims. The political position of Sunni and Shiite Muslims must be based on unity. We have 
made great effort for many years to achieve Islamic unity, and. praise God. we have had great 
success in this. Unfortunately, however, various things have happened in the last vear, including 
the war of the Palestinian camps in Beirut, which have done great damage to the cause of Islamic 
unity. Of course we have taken suitable positions and made great efforts, but have not been 
successful. Islamic unity has therefore suffered much damage, and we are striving to create an 
evolving and united Islamic move ment in Lebanon. That is, there should not be a separation 
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between Shiites and Sunnis. Of course, in the current situation there are many Shiite and Sunni 
Islamic movements and parties in Lebanon, such as the Hezbollah, the Comprehensive Popular 
Resistance, the societies of believers, the Amal Movement, and other Shiite organizations, and the 
Unity Movement, the most prominent Sunni movement. We consider the number of these parties 
a natural thing. We have good relations with all parties, and we call for the establishment of 
coordination and harmony between all parties, whether in holy war operations or political affairs. 
God willing, we will reach this level of cooperation and coordination in the future. Concerning the 
plan to establish an Islamic republic in Lebanon, however, we must say that we have said 
repeatedly that every party and group has the right to speak in support of this plan. For 
example, just as the communists can put forward a plan to establish a communist government in 
Lebanon, naturally a number of Muslims can put forward a plan for the establishment of an 
Islamic government. Concerning practical implementation, however, we must say that it is not 
presently practical to implement this plan. For this reason this plan is proper conceptually, but in 
terms of practical reality it is not in conformity with this political stage and the present situation 
in Lebanon and the region. 
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STUDENTS REPORTEDLY CLASH IN QOM, TABRIZ, MASHHAD 


GF271928 (Clandestine) Voice of the Liberation of Iran in Persian 1630 GMT 
27 Apr 86 


[Text] Last Friday, according to a Voice of the Liberation of Iran 
correspondent from Qom, we reported that a strike by (?teachers) of religious 
schools in Qom over the past 3 weeks caused the closure of religious classes. 
According to a report we received this morning the unrest in Qom continues 
and has also spread to Tabriz and Mashhad. According to this report, in 
several towns like Mashhad, Tabriz and Qom, groups of religion students 
yesterday caused such agitation that armed clashes resulted between 

the public and the regime revolution guards. The citizens of these towns, 

in protest over the long detention of certain clerics for attending the 
memorial service for Ayatollah Shari'atmadari, broadcast the statement issued 
by Ayatollah Golpaigani on that occasion in mosques, bazaars, and public 
places. The regime revolution guards, using tear gas and firing into the 
air, tried to disperse the agitators. However, tais resulted in angry 
clashes between the people and the revolution guards and caused injuries 

to many people and the revolutionary guards. Our correspondents in 

Tabriz, Mashhad, and Qom report that a large number of people were arrested 
in connection with these demonstrations. Ayatollah Hokmabadi, because 

of his hunger strike at Qom prison, has become very ill. 


It may be recalled that Ayatolla Golpaigani sent a telegram to Khomeyni 
on 4 April and expressed his regret over the disparagement meted out 

to Ayatollah Shari'atmadari. He said he expected Khomeyni to personally 
see that amends are made for the insults to the person and status of 
Ayatollah Shari'atmadari. 
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IRAN 


EDITORIAL COMMENTS ON TERRORISM, ROOTS, CONSEQUENCES 
London KEYHAN in Persian 24 Apr 86 p 2 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] Ultimately, all the governments of the world—except one or two—were in agreement that 
Colonel Qadhafi must taste the bitterness of a hard slap. Many governments and politicians were 
also in agreement that international terrorism must be fought tooth and nail. A handful of them, 


however, were not in agreement. 


The anti-terrorism cry, not costing anything, was on the lips of all. When the time came for 
action, however, there were a lot of cold feet. This does not pertain to today and yesterday. It 
has been this way for several years. First there was talk of economic and political sanctions 
against governments giving material and spiritual support to international terrorism. However, 
they backed away from these sanctions with the excuse that they are not effective. They were 
actually right, because nothing encourages a terrorist government to continue its deadly ways 
more that to scold it verbally but not to do anything. In effect, Colonel Qadhafi, Hafiz al-Asad, 
and Ayatollah Khomeyni found themselves faced with such people. 


The policy of Europe—or at least that of continental Europe—was one of compromise and 
alignment with terrorism, just as societies have aligned themselves and compromised with 
contagious diseases, traffic accidents, cancer, and heart failure. While it is true that many forces 
have been and continue to be mobilized to reduce deaths and sicknesses of this type, such deaths 
have not been seen as disasters for a long time. 


Europe has taken almost no effective step to combat terrorism. The reason is this its criterion has 
had more to do with profit and loss accounting than with clearing away an annoying element in 
the domain of international relations. The balance of foreign trade has had much greater 
importance to it than the hijacking of an airplane and the occasional killing of a passenger or two. 
It has attached much greater importance to the purchase of cheap oil and the sale of expensive 
industrial goods than to the machine-gunning of travelers standing in line at an airline’s ticket 
counter. This calculation has become one of the primary givens in the minds of the terrorist 
organizers and administrators: Take my oil dollars, but leave my hands free to strike blows for the 


objectives I have established. 


Of course every country has tried to leave itself open to a minimum of exposure to terrorist 
damage, but in this way they have not only brought the fires of terrorism into their own homes, 
but they heve made the terrorists extremely brave and reckless. 
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The course of action taken by the continental Europeans against terrorism is in many ways 
reminiscent of the course of action they took against Hitler: They gave him whatever he wanted 
hoping his hunger would subside one day, but that monster got hungrier the more he ate. Europe 
only realized the flaw in its calculations when it was very late. In 1939 Hitler could have been 
discouraged from thoughts of world domination with a small war, but by 1940 this was no longer 
possible. It took six vears to quell the fire that Hitler started. Sometimes the readiness for war is 
more effective than war itself. 


International terrorism is now taking on similar dimensions. Someone must take action, but who? 
That same power that intervened twice in wars which were not actually its own, and since this 
was the case, almost everyone except one or two governments objected that this was not 
permissible. The fight against terrorism, regardless of its international implications, ultimately 
began at one point, and once it began, they moaned that it should have begun somewhere else and 
not there. Why was it not begun with Syria, instead of Libya? If they had begun with Syria, for 
exainple, they would certainly have asked why it wasn’t begun with Libya instead of Syria. 


A human being must divest himself of all the emotions by which humanity has lived in order not 
to be saddened by the heart-rending deaths of young children. Colonel Qadhafi’s 18-month-old 
adopted daughter, like the other members of his family, had done nothing wrong, but had that 
little girl who was sucked out of a hole in the side of a damaged aircraft committed any sin? What 
of those who were killed at the Vienna and Rome airports? 


The continental Europeans, who held scholarly discussions on the legal aspects of terrorism in 
order to more easily find a legal way to combat it, fell short when it was time for action. When 
the United States struck the first blow without being overly concerned about the legal aspects of 
the case, they were either silent or critical that the principles of international law had been 
violated. One would think that the hijacking and bombing of aircraft and the use of machine guns 
to kill innocent travelers at airports was done within the limits of international law! 


It is not appropriate here to give a detailed discussion of the political use of military power. It is 
enough to note that military power is only effective politically when it is actually used one day. 
Otherwise, for better or worse, it is better not to have a military power at all than to have one 
they know will never be used. What calculation or logic allows a small but reckless enemy to use 
all of its strong points on the one hand and all of its weak points on the other, while the other 
side’s hands are tied so that it cannot take advantage of the weaknesses of the other side, because 
it is small, in order to hit it? 


There is the probability that after the military blow that the United States struck against Libya, 
there will be a new wave of terrorism. More pessimistically, there is even the possibility of a 
more extensive war erupting. This must not be excluded from the calculation. If, war, however — 
in any case a war the danger of which is included in the political calculus—is seen as the 
continuation of a policy (and it will), why avoid it? 


A look at the history of some wars shows that they were started as the result of mistaken 
calculations by one side of the other side’s position. Hitler thought the allied powers would not go 
to war. This is why he entered into an adventure of world conquest through political means 
without sufficient military resources and without the clear support of his military staff. If he had 
known that the allied powers, especially Britain, had a threshold of tolerance, and that to cross it 
would start a world war, he probably would have greatly revised his calculations. 
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Likewise, Colonel Qadhafi has expanded the foundations of international terrorism as the result of 
a mistaken calculation. His calculations are mistaken in two ways, first in thinking that the 
Soviet Union will go to war to defend his regime, the second in thinking, for the same reason, that 
America will only go to the threshold of war and no further. 


This calculation has now been shown to be incorrect. In the West there is a power that will cross 
the line into warfare if necessary, and in the East there is no adventurism evident which is willing 
to sacrifice the achievements of generations of hardship and toil at the feet of the adventurism of a 
headstrong man. 


If Qadhafi has not learned this lesson from the blow that he has suffered, that is for him to know, 
but there are some other governments who are more ready than him to learn from such events. 


If there is to be a final solution to the problem of silencing the international terrorist groups, it has 
been shown there is at least one power which is prepared to implement it. From now on, at least 
governments will remember that there is a price to be paid for supporting terrorism. 


Editorial Staff. 
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LRAN 


STAKE IN ZIMBABWE REFINERY AIMED AT FINDING CRUDE OUTLET 


London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in —— 12-18 Apr 86 p 14 


[Text ] 


/9317 


The government is planning to put up 10 
per cent of the estimated $400 million cost 
of building an oil refinery in Zimbabwe, in 
an effort to find a firrn outlet for lramian 
crude exports. The scheme was 
announced in Tehranon 5 April by Oi 
minister Gholamreza Aqazadeh and 
Zimbabwe's Foreign Affairs Minister 
Witness Mangwende. Iranian engineers 
may work on the project. the official |s!amic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) reports If 
the project goes ahead, it willrepresent the 
first new investment abroad since the 
February 1979 revolution. 

No further details about the scheme 
have been revealed. However, the 
construction of anew refinery in Zimbabwe 
has been a possibility since the mid- 1960s, 
when the Feruka complex-- designed to 
refine light Iranian crude — was mothballed 
after Rhodesia’s un:lateral declaration of 
independence (UDI) fromthe UK Feruka - 
Zimbabwe s only refinery -1s owned by a 
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consortium of international ol companies, 
including Kuwait National Petroleum 
Corporation. 

A study onthe plant's future was started 
by Italy s Snamprogettiin December 
1983 Itis understood to have decided that 
itwould be cheaper to burld anew refinery 
becatise ol the mgh costs of restarting the 

outdated Feruka complex 

Oil industry observers in Zimbabwe had 

considered the costs of building anew 
refinery to be prohibitive. The Iranian 
proposal tomeet 10 percent of the costs — 
and an offer of one year's interest-free 
credit - may persuade the Harare 
government to go ahead with the project 

The Kuwaiti response to Tehran's olfer is 

being closely watched by observers in 
Harare Inrecent years, Kuwaithas 
become Zimbabwe's main oil supplier, 

and itis known to be keen to retain this 
lucrative outlet. Iran is believed to have had 
difficulty in finding markets for its onl 
recently, the Zimbabwe refinery is seen as 
one way of quaranteeing sales 


IRAN 


TABRIZ MACHINE TOOL MANUFACTURER EXPECTS LARGE ORDERS 


London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 12-18 Apr 86 p 14 


[Text ] 
Machine tool manufacturers are awaiting 


Iranian orders that will start in late 1986 and 
total about $100 million during the next few 
years. The equipment is for a vehicle 
gearbox manufacturing plant being set up 
at Tabriz 

West Germany's Zahnradfabrik 
Friedrichshafen won the engineering 
contract for the plant from the Industrial 
Development & Renovation 
Organisation (IDRO) in 1985. The first 
equipment is scheduled to arrive at the site 
in April for initial production to start in 1986 
Full annual production of 43,500 
gearboxes 's due to start in late 1987 by the 
company, Sherkat Sahami 
Charkheshgar, set up by |DRO 

A Zahnradfabrik spokesman would 
specify neither the value of the engineering 
contract, nor the exact size of the orders to 
be placed with international firms. Buthe 
described the project as one of Iran's 
biggest. 

The orders will be placed from alist of 
companies specified by Zahnradiabrik. 
Leading firms are Daimler-Benz, aiso 
West German. through which the Iranians 
first approached Zahnradfabrik, and 
Sweden's Volvo. UK, Italian and other 
non-US firms will also be on the list 

Zahnradfabrik — a leader in transmission 
technology, with annual turnover of 
DM 4,000 million ($1,720 million) — will 
supply the gearbox components until the 
lramian plant starts full manufacture under 
licence. The gearboxes are for use in 
heavy vehicles already being made or 
assembled in tran: these include Daimler- 
Benz and Volvo trucks and buses. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


DREDGERS DELIVYERED--Two dredgers, reportedly to cost $200 million each, 

have been delivered to Bandar Abbas by an unidentified shipyard. The vessels 
will be used to dredge canals at Ganaveh, Deylam and other Gulf ports. [Text] 
[London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 12-18 Apr 86 

pp 14-15] /9317 


LAND EXPROPRIATED FOR PARKS--A new programme of land expropriation designed 
to create open spaces in and around Tehran has been announced by the govern- 
ment. More than 45,000 trees have been planted since mid-March on the 
600,000 square metres already expropriated, the official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) says. The lands seized are classified as abandoned. 
[Text] [London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 12-18 Apr 86 
p15) /9317 

LAND FOR WHEAT CULTIVATION--About 2.5 million hectares of rain-fed land 

has been set aside for wheat cultivation by the Construction Crusade 
Ministry. The move was announced by deputy minister M. Lahijanian as he 
inspected the Esteqlal dam in Minab, Hormozgan province. [Text] [London 
MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 12-18 Apr 86 p 15] /9317 


PRICE INDEX RISE--The wholesale price index rose by an average 3.9 percent 
in the Iranian year ended 20 March, according to Bank Markazi (central 
bank). The sharpest increases were in prices of foods, beverages and 
tobacco. [Text] [London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 
12-18 Apr 86 p 15] /9317 


MEDICAL STUDENTS INCREASE--Medical students in 17 schools number 10,000, 
according to deputy health minister Hossain Sadeqi-Shojaa. Four thousand 
students will be admitted in the 1986/87 academic year--800 more than in the 
previous year, he added. [Text] [London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS 
WEEKLY in English 12-18 Apr 86 p 15] /9317 


PENSIONS BILL APPROVED--Majlis (parliament) members have approved details of 
a bill providing for payment of their pensions to their families in case of 
their death or incapacitation while on duty. [Text] [London MEED/THE MIDDLE 
EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 12-18 Apr 86 p 15] /9317 
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CONTEMPORARY, MODERN ART GALLERIES--The Saadabad Contemporary Arts Museum 

now has 33 galleries of local and western paintings and sculptures. 

Nineteen new galleries were opened by President Khamenei on 7 April. Some 
conservative religious leaders oppose any depiction of the human form, but 
traditional and modern art are receiving greater official encouragement. 
[Text] [London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 12-18 Apr 86 
p15) /9317 


MILITARY DRAFT CALL--KEYHAN Political Service--All persons eligible for the 
draft born from 1338 [21 March 1959-20 March 1960] to 1345 [21 March 1966- 
20 March 1967] and those graduating from high school in Khordad [22 May- 

21 June] and Shahrivar [23 August-22 September] of the current year and pre- 
vicus years will be called to service. In addition to the above, the 
Gendarmerie Public Relations and Propaganda Office reported in a statement 
by the military service office that eligible persons from the precincts 

of Izeh, Neyshabur, Rey, Marv Dasht, Khorramshahr, Firuzabad, Kazerun, 
Rafsanjan, Kangan, Varamin, Babak, Konarak, Dashtiari, Rasht, Dow Gonbadan, 
Hadi Shahr, Seyyed Rud Sad-e Aras, Poldasht, Aslavieh, Jom Masidi, Bavandar, 
and Tang, all persons eligible for the draft and high school graduates within 
the country and living abroad from Tehran's three precincts born from 1338 
[21 March 1959-20 March 1960] to 1345 [21 March 1966-20 March 1967], as well 
as eligible volunteers born in 1346 [21 March 1966-20 March 1967] must re- 
port for duty assignment to the appropriate precincts in the municipalities 
between 12/18/64 [9 March 1986] and 12/22/64 [13 March 1986]. In Tehran 
they must report as follows: 1) All high school graduates eligible for the 
draft born from 1338 [21 March 1959-20 March 1960] to 1345 [21 March 1966- 
20 March 1967] and those graduating in the current year and previous years, 
as well as eligible volunteers born in 1346 [21 March 1966-20 March 1967] 
must report to the Imam of the Age (May God Hasten His Joyful Advent) Base 
after 12/18/1364 [9 March 1986]. 2) All persons eligible for the draft 

born from 1338 [21 March 1959-20 March 1960] to 1345 [21 March 1966-20 March 
1967], whether currently in country or living abroad, in Tehran's three 
precincts, and volunteers born in 1346 [21 March 1966-20 March 1967] must 
report to the Imam of the Age (May God Hasten His Joyful Advent) Base on 
12/19/64 [10 March 1986]. 3) Clearly, all the above eligibl: persons will 
be viewed as draft evaders if they do not report on the dates indicated for 
duty assignment, and will be dealt with in accordance with regulations. [Text] 
[Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 4 Mar 86 p 3] 9310/6662 


CLASHES IN BALUCHESTAN--Armed Baluch combatants have attacked a town in Sistan 
va Baluchestan Province, killing the local Islamic Revolution Guards Corps 
/IRGC/ commander and 10 of his men. The correspondent for the Free Voice of 
Iran reports from Sistan va Baluchestan Province that the armed Baluch com- 
batants staged a lightning attack on the town of Konoj in the province against 
the headquarters of the IRGC, killing the commander and several other of his 
men, and wounding others. During the past week, severe clashes have occurred 
between armed Baluch combatants and IRGC men in the province. In the port town 
of Jask, more than 90 IRGC men have been killed in attacks by the armed com- 
batants. Our correspondent says the IRGC headquarters in the province has 
asked for extra help from Tehran and has asked Tehran to send some more men 

to this area. /Text/ /(Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 1500 GMT 
27 Apr 86 GF/ 12228 
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PAKISTAN 


JUNEJO'S APPEAL FOR UNITY 


Karachi JANG in Urdu 28 Mar 86 p 3 


(Editorial: "Why the Repeated Exhortation?"] 


[Text] Since the restoration of democracy after eight and a half years of 
martial law, Prime Minister Junejo has repeatedly urged that a policy of clash 
should be avoided. The other day, in Shikarpur, Sukhur and Nawab Shah, he 
once more intimated that Pakistan could not tolerate the politics of protest 
and clash. The Prime Minister emphasized that martial law had been banished 
for ever from the country and thus the people should work to promote and 
strengthen democracy. 


It is possible that certain circles will interpret these repeatec exhortations 
by Junejo as a sign of the government's weakness, and in political terms, an 
attempt by Junejo to maintain his power. The question is, should we not learn 
from the past. We have passed through many stages of protest, confrontation 
and opposition for opposition's sake and we can see the results of these 
actions. What kind of political action is this to adopt as one's goal opposi- 
tion to every word and action of the government and resort to protests and 
confrontations on every issue. Keeping a close watch on the government per- 
formance is not exclusive to democracies, in an Islamic form of government, it 
is considered an important political requirement to keep an eye on government 
officials. But the right to criticize the government has certain restrictions 
and limitations and criticism that exceeds these bounds is not considered 
legitimate or proper in Islam. The fact is that the concept of protests, 
demands and confrontations without any justification, whether acceptable or 
not in a traditional democracy, does not exist in Islam at all. What has to 
be decided is whether the country and the nation can gain by raising obstacles 
in the path of the government by every legal and illegal means. Does not such 
action bring to a halt the country's development and progress? Affect the 
government's development programs? Reduce the productive potential of fac- 
tories? Promote doubts and suspicions on a national level? In short, many 
such questions are raised which we should examine with great seriousness and 
realism. 


Even before the end of martial law, Prime Minister Junejo was emphasizing that 
our problem was not merely to end martial law this one time; but rather, to 


103 








make it our first priority to rid ourselves of this undemocratic form of 
governrent for ever. Dissension in the country, vandalism, disorder and 
unrest weaken democracy; we should thus refrain from any action that can lead 
to such weakness. On the political level, every individual and every party 
is fully free to establish contact with the people and try to persuade them to 
their way of thinking. All national parties including the government party 
are taking full advantage of this opportunity. We are pleased that the coun- 
try's prominent political leaders are beginning to realize the importance of 
refraining from a policy of protest and confrontation. But in spite of this, 
some individuals seem to be busily trying to create a precarious situation 
which would be injurious to the interests of the country and weaken democracy. 
Prime Minister Junejo has been urging avoidance of such a course of action. 


Prevailing conditions necessitate that dissension be prevented in the country 
and we think that the leaders of the opposition parties can accomplish this 
much better than the government. While they keep a watchful eye on the 
performance of the government and offer constructive criticism on its short- 
comings, they should also stay on guard against elements who spread dissension 
in the country. By working to solve the problems of the people, the leaders 
of political parties can ensure their own success in the next elections. In 
this lies the secret of the welfare of the country, the prosperity of the 
people and the preservation of democracy. We are certain that every indi- 
vidual who is interested in the integrity of the country will realize the need 
for a constructive style of politics; and thus it will no longer be necessary 
to urge the people to abstain from confrontation and clash. 


9863/9312 
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PAKISTAN 


DEPENDENCE ON FOREIGN EXPERTS DECRIED 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 28 Mar 86 p 3 
[Editorial: "Foreign Education Specialists; Tour"] 


[Text] According to press reports, a delegation of British education 
specialists has reached Karachi. It is said that they are going to train 
primary school teachers. We cannot deny that in a speedily shrinking world, 
there is need for international cooperation in every aspect of life. But 
reliance on advice about education, especially primary education, given by 
experts coming from radically different backgrounds and conditions, does not 
appear a realistic action. Even if we refrain from criticizing or commenting 
on the education policy followed up to now and keep in view only the solid 
facts of the education sector, we will find the situation very disappointing. 
One reason for the lack of direction in the field of education is undoubtedly 
our reliance on foreign experts for even the smallest matter. Perhaps such 
guidance benefits those schools who appear more foreign than Pakistani, but 
hey constitute hardly one percent of the total schools in the country., Our 
real problem is to solve the difficulties facing the remaining 99 percent of 
the schools which cannot compete against the better schools of our own 
country, much less those of Britain. The government should abandon this 
thoughtless policy of relying on foreign experts and seek guidance from 
Pakistani experts. Looking to others for assistance in every matter may be 
leading us to total dependence; as the couplet says, when we die, our 
undertaker will come from Kabul and our coffin from Japan. 
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